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NARRATIVE OF BACON’S REBELLION. 


[WINDER PAPERS, VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY. } 


A TRUE NARRATIVE OF THE RISE, PROGRESSE, AND CEs- 
SATION OF THE LATE REBELLION IN VIRGINIA, Most 
HuMBLY AND IMPARTIALLY REPORTED BY HIS MAJESTYES 
COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO ENQUIRE INTO THE AF- 
FAIRES OF THE SAID COLONY. 


In all due observance of his Most Sacred Ma“ commands, 
wee have imployed our best endeavours to informe ourselves 
(for his Royal Satisffaction) by the most knowing, credible and 
indifferent Persons in Virginia of the true state of affairs in that 
his Majestyes Colony, and of such other matters as occasioned 
the late unhappy Divisions, Distractions and Disorders among 
the People there; which as farr as wee can possibly collect from 
a strict Inquiry, observation, examination and the most proba- 
ble impartial Reports by us made & received during our stay 
upon the Place, seems to take its original Rise, as followeth, 
vizt: 

Few or none had bin the Damages sustained by the English 
from the Indians, other than occasionally had happen’d some- 
times upon private quarells and provocations, untill in July, 
1675, certain Doegs & Susquahanok Indians on Maryland side, 
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stealing some Hoggs from the English at Potomake on the Vir- 
ginia shore (as the River divides the same), were pursued by the 
English in a Boate, beaten or kill’d and the hoggs retaken from 
them; whereupon the Indians repairing to their owne Towne, 
report it to their Superiors, and how that one Mathewes (whose 
hoggs they had taken) had before abused and cheated them, in 
not paying them for such Indian trucke as he had formerly 
bought of them, and that they took his hogs for Satisfaction. 
Upon this (to be Reveng’d on Mathews) a warr Captain with 
some Indians came over to Potomake and killed two of Math- 
ewes his servants, and came also a second time and kill’d his 


sonne. 

It happen’d hereupon that Major George Brent* and Col. 
George Mason? pursued some of the same Indians into Mary- 
land, and marching directly up to the Indian Towne with a 
Party of 30 Virginians came to a certaine House and there kllled 


*See Virginia Magazine of Hitstory and Biography, Vol. 1, 123, &c. 


¢ Colonel George Mason, a native of Staffordshire, England, who is 
said to have commanded a troop of horse in the royal army during the 
civil war, came to Virginia about 1651, settled in Stafford county, and 
became a prominent man in that section. He was a member of the 
Northern Neck Committee (for the local government and protection of 
the Northern Neck) in 1667; sheriff of Stafford 1669, and member of the 
House of Burgesses for that county in 1676. He was also colonel of the 
militia of that county. There is on record in Westmoreland a deposi- 
tion of Major George Mason, dated August 20, 1658, in which he states 
that his age was twenty-nine. <A record in Westmoreland, dated 1655, 
shows that his wife was named Mary. He died 1686 He was the an- 
cestor of a distinguished family which included George Mason, of 
‘*Gunston Hall,’ author of the Virginia Bill of Rights; Thomson 
Mason, judge of the General Court of Virginia; Stevens Thomson Ma- 
son, member of the Virginia Convention of 1788, and U. S. Senator; 
Armistead Thomson Mason, colonel U. S. A., and U. S. Senator; Ste- 
vens Thomson Mason, Jr., captain U. S. A., mortally wounded at Cerro 
Gordo, Mexico; Richard B. Mason, brigadier-general U. S. A., and first 
American governor of California; James Murray Mason, U. S. Senator, 
and Confederate agent in Europe; John Thomson Mason, Secretary of 
Michigan Territory and acting governor; Stevens Thomson Mason, 
Governor of Michigan; Murray Mason, lieutenant U. S. N. and captain 
C. S. N.; George Thomson Mason, killed in the Mexican war; Barlow 
Mason, captain C. S. A., mortally wounded July, 1861, and others. 
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an Indian King and 1» of his men upon the place; the rest of 
the Indians fled for their lives. On this occasion the Governor 
of Maryland writes a Letter to S' Wm. Berkeley, complayning 
of this rash action and intrusion of the Virginians on his Prov- 
ince without his leave or knowledge, the Indians and them being 
at that time in Peace. By what authority Brent and Mason went 
over into Maryland and kill’d those Indians is an Article of In- 
quiry in the Rappahanock Grievances and the supposed originall 
cause of the many murders that ensued in that county as them- 
selves complaine. 

The Indians persisting to Revenge themselves Inforted in 
Maryland and now began to be bold and formidable to the Eng- 
lish who Besieged them; their Boldness and daring behavior of 
late tymes and their promptnesse to Fire arms, being (indeed) 
wonderfull, over what they seem’d formerly, indued with which 
doubtlesse was of some advantage extraordinary to them con- 
sidering their Small Body. 

The Virginians and Marylanders that Besieged them being said 
to make a neer a thousand men. The siege held 7 weekes, dur- 
ing which tyme the English lost 50 men, besides some Horses 
which the Indians tooke, and serv’d themselves to subsist on. 
But Provisions growing very scarce with them during this siege 
the Indians sent out 5 greate men to Treate of Peace, who were 
not Permitted to return to the Fort, but being kept Prisoners 
Some tyme were at last murdered by the English. 

At length (whether through negligence or cowardize) the In- 
dians made theire escape through the English, with all their 
wives, children and goods of value, wounding and killing some 
at their sally and going off. After which the English returning 
(as Report Saith), the Marylanders composed a Peace with the 
Salvages, and soe diverted the warr from themselves. 

As yet the General Peace and Government of Virginia con- 
tinued undisturb’d, onely some ignorant People grumbl’d at the 
60” of Tob. p. pole, that necessary Tax, raised at two paym"™ to 
take off the Patents granted to the Lord Arlington and Lord 
Culpepper and the Earl of St. Albans & Lord Berkly &c. 

But about the beginning of January, 1675-6, a Party of those 
abused Susquahanocks in Revenge of the Maryland businesse 
came suddainly down upon the weak Plantations at the head of 
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Rappahanock & Potomaque and killed at one time 36 persons 
and then immediately (as their Custome is) ran off into the 
woods. 

Noe sooner was this Intelligence brought to the Governour 
but he immediately called a court and ordered a competent force 
of horse and foot to pursue the Murderers under the Comand of 
S‘ Henry Chicheley * and some other Gentlemen of the County 
of Rappahanock, giving them full Power by Comission to make 
Peace or Warr. But the men being ready to march out upon 
this Service the Governor on a suddaine recalls this comission, 
Causes the men to be disbanded, and without any effectual course 
being taken for present Preservation, referrs all to the next as- 
sembly; in the meantime leaving the Poore Inhabitants under 
continual and deadly feares and terrors of their Lives. 


In soe much that in the upper Parts of the Parish of Cittern- 
borne in Rappahanock w™ consisted of 71 Plantations, on the 
24th of Jan., 1675-6, by the 1oth of Feb‘ following was reduced 
to eleven what with those that ran away into the heart of the 
country, and such as stay’d and were cut off by the Enemy. 


The assembly mett to consult for the Safety and defence of 
the Country ag’t the Incursions and destructions of the Indians, 
dayly Comitted upon the Inhabitants of Virginia, these having 
beene within the space of about 12 months before, neer 300 
Christian persons murder’d by the Indians Enemy. What care 
the Assembly tooke to prevent these massacres was onely to 
build Forts at the heads of each River and on the Frontiers and 
confines of the country, for erecting of w® and maintaining 
Guards on them a heavie leavy was laid by act of Assembly on 
the People; throughout the country universally disliked before 
the name of that Imposture Bacon was heard of, as being a mat- 
ter from which was expected great charge and little or noe secur- 
ity to the Inhabitants, the Scituation of the Virginian Plantations, 
being invironed with thick woods, swamps and other covert, by 
the help of which the enemy might at their Pleasure make their 
approaches undiscover’d on the most secure of their habitations, 
as they have often done not onely on the Frontiers but in the 





*See Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. |. 
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very heart and centre of the country, their sculking nature being 
apt to use these advantages. 

The Murders, Rapines and outrages of the Indians became 
soe much the more Barbarous, fierce and frequent, by how much 
the more they perceived the Public Preparations of the English 
against them, Prosecuting their mischiefs upon the extreem Plan- 
tations thereby forcing many to dessert them to their Ruines, 
and destroying those that adventur’d to stay behind. 

The unsatisfied People finding themselves still lyable to the 
Indian Crueltyes, and the cryes of their wives and children grow- 
ing grievous and intollerable to them, gave out in Speeches that 
they were resolved to Plant tobacco rather than pay the Tax for 
maintaining of Forts, and y‘ the erecting of them was a great 
Grievance, Juggle and cheat, and of no more use or service to 
them than another Plantation with men at it, and that it was 
merely a Designe of the Grandees to engrosse all their Tobacco 
into their owne hands. 

Thus the sense of this oppression and the dread of a comon 
approaching calamity made the giddy-headed multitude madd, 
and precipitated them upon that rash overture of Running out 
upon the Indians themselves, at their owne voluntary charge 
and hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, onely they first by Pe- 
tition humbly craved leave or comission to be ledd by any 
comander or comanders as the Governor should please to ap- 
point over them to be their Chieftaine or Generall. But instead 
of Granting this Petition ye Governor by Proclamation under 
great Penalty forbad the like Petitioning for the future. 

This made the People jealous that the Governor for the lucre 
of the Beaver and otter trade &c. with ye Indians, rather sought 
to protect the Indians than them. Since after publick Procla- 
mation prohibiting all trade with the Indians (they complaine) 
hee privately gave comission to some of his Friendes to truck 
with them, and that those persons furnished the Indians with 
Powder, Shott &c. soe that they were better provided than his 
Majestye’s Subjects. 

The People of Charles City County (neer Merchants Hope) 
being devised a Commission by the Governor although he was 
truly informed (as by a Letter of his to his Ma“ he confesseth) 
of Several formidable Bodies of Indians coming downe on the 
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heads of James River within 50 or 60 miles of the English Plan- 
tations, and knew not where the Storme would light, they begin 
to beat up drums for Volunteers to goe out against the Indians 
and soe continued Sundry dayes drawing into armes, the Mag- 
istrates being either soe remise or of the Same faction, that they 
suffered this disaster w"out contradiction or endeavouring to 
prevent soe dangerous a begining & going on. 

The Rout being got together now wanted nor waited for noth- 
ing but one to head and lead them out on their design. It soe 
happen’d that one Nathaniel Bacon Jun‘, a person whose lost 
and desperate fortunes had thrown him into that remote part of 
the world about 14 months before, and fram’d him fitt for sucha 
purpose, as by the Sequel will appeare, which may make a short 
character of him no impertinent Digression. 

Hee was a person whose erratique fortune had carryed and 
shewne him many Forraigne Parts, and of no obscure Family. 
Upon his first comming into Virginia hee was made one of the 
Councill, the reason of that advancement (all on a suddain) be- 
ing best known to the Governour, which honor made him the 
more considerable in the eye of the Vulgar, and gave some ad- 
vantage to his pernicious designes. Hee was said to be about 
four or five and thirty yeares of age, indifferent tall but slender, 
blackhair’d and of an ominous, pensive, melancholly Aspect, of 
a pestilent & prevalent Logical discourse tending to atheisme in 
most companyes, not given to much talke, or to make suddain 
replyes, of a most imperious and dangerous hidden Pride of 
heart, despising the wisest of his neighbours for their Ignorance, 
and very ambitious and arrogant. But all these things lay hidd 
in him till after hee was a councillor, and untill he became pow- 
erfull & popular. 

Now this man being in Company with one Crews,* Isham ft & 
Bird,t who growing to a highth of Drinking and making the Sad- 


* Captain James Crews, of Turkey Island, Henrico county, was a near 
neighbor of Nathaniel Bacon, and was one of his most active adherents 
during the rebellion. His will, dated July 23, 1676, was proved in Hen- 
rico December 10, 1677. He bequeaths to Mary, wife of Giles Carter, 
4,000 Ibs. of tobacco and certain household goods; to Susan, daughter 
of Giles Carter, 1,000 Ibs tobacco; gives his man his freedom; gives 
Hannah, wife of Giles Carter, his negro maid, Kate; to Daniel Prince 
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nesse of the times their discourse, and the ffear they all lived in, 





his best suit and coat; to Giles Carter all that he (Carter) owed him, and 
gives him for life the plantation he has “‘let’’ him; all the remainder of 
his estate to his cousin, Matthew Crews, and makes him executor. On 
January 24, 1676, James Crews was tried as a rebel by a court-martial at 
Green Spring, and was sentenced to death. April 1, 1681, there is an 
entry in the records of Henrico, stating that as Captain James Crews 
had died unmarried, administration on his estate is granted to Mr. Wil- 
liam Sherwood, attorney for Rowland Place, Esq., who was attorney for 
Matthew Crews, gent., son of Francis Crews, deceased, brother of Cap- 
tain James Crews, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Grendon, attor- 
ney for Sarah Whittingham, sole daughter of Edward Crews, brother to 
Captain James Crews. These heirs lived in England. * 

t Henry Isham, Sr., came to Virginia about 1656, when he had a grant 
of land. It appears from the will of Sir Edward Brett, of Blendenhall, 
Kent, England, which was dated December 22, 1682, and proved March 
17, 1683 (printed in the New England Historical and Genealogical Reg- 
ister for July, 1890), that the latter (who was knighted by the King 
August 31, 1644, after distinguishing himself in a charge on the Parlia- 
mentary forces at Lostwithiel, Cornwall) was the uncle of Henry Isham, 
of Virginia. In his will Sir Edward makes bequests to the children of 
his niece, Ann, daughter of his sister, Mary Isham, and £200 apiece to the 
two daughters of his nephew, Henry Isham, late of Virginia, deceased, 
by Katherine, his wife. It appears from A/ayde's Genealogia Bedford- 
iensis that Mary, sister, of Sir Edward Brett, married William Isham. 
Henry Isham, the elder, of Virginia, married Katherine, widow of Jos- 
eph Royall, of Henrico county, and died about 1675. There is on record 
in Henrico, dated September 11, 1677, a receipt from the executors of 
Captain Henry Isham, deceased. Also a deed, dated September 20, 
1678, from Samuel Turke, of Gandchurch, Kent, England, administrator 
of Henry Richards, of London, merchant, &c., to Henry Isham, of 
London, merchant, conveying, for a consideration of £140, all goods 
and money and tobacco bills in Virginia, due said Richards, &c., which 
were left by Samuel Swane, of London, merchant, deceased, in the cus- 
tody of Henry Isham, the elder, merchant, late of Virginia, deceased, 
father of the aforesaid Henry Isham. And another deed, dated Sep- 
tember 23, 1678, to Henry Isham of London, merchant, only son and 
executor of Henry Isham, late of Virginia, gentleman. The will of 
Henry Isham ( Jr.) is on record in Henrico, dated November 13, 1678, 
and proved February 1, 1678-9. He gives his half brother, Joseph Roy- 
all, £40 worth of goods; to ‘‘my honored mother Mrs. Katherine 
Isham ’”’ one-third of his personal property ‘‘ both of which is in Virginia 
and England;’’ to his sister, ‘‘ Mrs. Ann Isham,’ one-third of his per- 
sonal property; to his sisters, Mrs. Mary Randolph and Mrs. Ann Isham, 
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because of the Susquahanocks who had settled a little above the 
Falls of James River, and comitted many murders upon y"; 
among whom Bacon's overseer happen’d to be one, Crews and 
the rest persuaded Mr. Bacon to goe over and see the Soldiers 
on the other Side James river and to take a quantity of Rum 
with them to give the men to drinke, which they did, and (as 
Crews &c. had before laid the Plot w™ the Soldiers) they all at 
once in field shouted and cry’d out, a Bacon! a Bacon! a Bacon! 
w* taking Fire with his ambition and Spirit of ffaction & Popu- 
larity, easily prevail’d on him to Resolve to head them, His 
Friends endeavouring to fix him the ffaster to his Resolves by 
telling him that they would also goe along with him to take Re- 
venge upon the Indians, and drink Damnation to their Soules to 


his plantation in Charles City county called Doggams, to be equally 
divided; to Mr. William Randolph the rest of his estate in England, 
Virginia and elsewhere, and makes him executor. 

The will of Mrs. Katherine Isham was dated August 10, 1686, and 
proved in Henrico December, 1686; bequests: to her grandson, William 
Randolph, £20 sterling; to her grandson, Henry Randolph, and her 
granddaughters, Elizabeth and Mary Randolph, £5 sterling each; the 
residue of her money to her two daughters, Mary Randolph and Ann 
Epes, and gives each two silver salt cellars; to daughter, Mary Ran- 
dolph, her wedding ring, a feather bed, &c., and her best silver tankard 
but one; to grandson, Joseph Royall, a servant named John Thomas, 
and a small silver tankard; to each child of her son, Joseph Royall, two 
silver spoons; to Joseph Royall, her best silver tankard; to her grand- 
son, Richard Dennis, a cow and two silver spoons; to her grandson, 
Isham Epes, a negro; to grandson, Francis Epes, her biggest silver tan- 
kard but one; to the child her daughter, Ann Epes, ‘‘ went withall,’’ her 
largest silver porringer and her great silver cup; to daughter, Ann Epes, 
her seal ring, a pair of silver clasps, and a silver bodkin; to grandson, 
Richard Perrin, a feather bed, &c.; to granddaughter, Sarah Royall, a 
heifer; to granddaughters, Katherine Farrar, Mary, Sarah and Ann 
Perrin, each two silver spoons; to daughters, Sarah Wikinson and Kath- 
erine Perrin, her wearing apparel; to her loving friend, Mary Parker, 
dowlas and serge; to her grandson, Maiden Maschall, a heifer; to son, 
Joseph Royall, all of her land; to her executors, the whole crop of corn, 
except enough to buy two tombstones for herself and her deceased hus- 
band; her son, Joseph Royall, and son-in-law, Francis Epes, executors. 

Attached to a paper at Henrico is a good impression in wax of the 
Isham arms. 

t This was William Byrd, the first, of Westover. 
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be true to him, and if hee could not obtain a Comission they 
would assist him as well and as much as if he had one; to which 
Bacon agreed. 

This fforwardnesse of Bacons greatly cheer’d and animated 
the People, who looked upon him as the onely Patron of the 
Country and preserver of their Lives and Fortunes. 

For he p'tended and bosted what great Service hee would doe 
for the country, in destroying the Comon Enemy, securing their 
Lives and Estates, Libertyes, and such like fair frauds hee sub- 
tily and Secretly insinuated by his owne Instruments over all the 
county, which he seduced the Vulgar and most ignorant People 
to believe (two thirds of each county being of that Sort) Soe 
that theire whole hearts and hopes were set now upon Bacon. 
Next he charges the Governour as negligent and wicked, treach- 
erous and incapable, the Lawes and Taxes as unjust and oppres- 
sive and cryes up absolute necessity of redress. 

Thus Bacon encouraged the Tumult and as the unquiet crowd 
follow and adhere to him, he listeth them as they come in upon 
a large paper, writing their name circular wise, that their Ring- 
Leaders might not be found out. 

Having conjur’d them into this circle, given them Brandy to 
wind up the charme, and enjoyn’d them by an oth to stick fast 
together and to him, and the othe being administered, he went 
and infected New Kent County ripe for Rebellion. 

Bacon having gott about 300 men together-in armes prepared 
to goe out against the Indians, the Governour and his Friends 
endeavour to divert his designes, but cannot. 

Hee Proclames Bacon and his Followers Rebells and Muti- 
neers for going forth against the Indians without a Commission, 
and (getting a company of Gentlemen together) the Governor 
marcheth up to the Falls of James River to pursue and take 
Bacon, or to Seize him at his Returne; but all in vaine, ffor 
Bacon had gott over the River with his Forces and hastning 
away into the woods, went directly and fell upon the Indians 
and killed some of them who were our best ffriends of Indians 
and had fought ag* the Susquahanocks enemyes to the English. 

The Governor having issued forth a Proclamation imposting 
noe commerce with the reputed Indian Enemyes, Besides the 
cloggs and conditions w® were put on the Garrisons placed or to 
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be Placed in the new erected Forts, enjoyning them not to make 
any attempt upon the Indians untill they should first give the 
Governor an account thereof, and receive orders from him 
therein, Put many to a stand, made the People expostulate and 
say how shall wee know our enemyes from our Friends, are not 
the Indians all of a colour, & if wee must not defend ourselves 
before they oppose us, they may take their usual advantage of 
surprize, and soe destroy us ere wee are capable of making any 
resistance; Soe that after all that charge in erecting of Forts, 
after all the Troubles of the Congresse of our forces, after all 
their toyle and diligence used in discovering the enemy (who 
are seldome to bee dealt with but in their owne way of surprize) 
the very point of Execution was to be determined of by a per- 
son residing in all likelihood at least a 100 miles distant from the 
Place of action, to the losse of opportunityes and utter discour- 
agement of the soldiers & ourselves. Besides of what Security 
were these Forts like to be, when the Indians cutt off and de- 
stroy’d divers people within a small distance of the Forts and 
some of the very Soldiers in them, and they not daring to stir 
out to relieve any that were in danger and distresse, themselves 
being scarce secure upon the Place they were Posted on. Nor 
would the people understand any distinction of ffriendly Indians 
and Indian Enemyes, for at that tyme it was impossible to dis- 
tinguish one nation from another, they being deformed with 
Paint of many colars, and at best (say they) who is hee that can 
doe it, for there was never any open or free Trade among us 
that we might know them, But the whole Trade monopolized by 
the Governour and Grandees. 

Soe the common cry and vogue of the Vulgar was away with 
these Forts, away with these distinctions, wee will have warr 
with all Indians which come not in with their armes, and give 
Hostages for their Fidelity and to ayd against all others; we will 
spare none, and wee must bee hang’d for Rebells for killing 
those that will destroy us, let them hang us, wee will venture 
that rather than lye at the mercy of a Barbarous Enemy, and be 
murdered as we are &c. Thus went the ruder sort raging and 
exclaiming agt. the Indians, expressing the calamity that befell 
New England by them. While the Governour was in the Upper 
Parts to wait Bacon’s returne the people below began to draw 
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into armes, and to declare against the Forts. Hee to appease 
the comotions of the People leaves off that designe and comes 
immediately back to his own house, and caused at his returne 
the Surry and other Forts to be forthwith dismantled, and dis- 
solving the assembly that enacted them, gave the country a free 
new election, which new assembly were to be for the Settlement 
of the then distracted condition of Virginia. 

At this new election (such was the Prevalency of Bacon’s 
Party) that they chose instead of Freeholders, Free men that 
had but lately crept out of the condition of Servants, (which 
were never betore Eligible) for their Burgesses and such as were 
eminent abettors to Bacon, and for faction and ignorance fitt 
Representatives of those that chose them. 

At the Same time Bacon being come back from his Indian 
march with a thousand braging lyes to ye credulous Silly People 
of what feats he had perform’d, was by the Inhabitants of the 
county of Henrico chosen a Burgess, as was also Crews for the 
Same county. 

The assembly being mett Bacon comes down ina sloope to 
James Towne. But the People being very Fond of him, would 
not trust his person without a Guard, fearing some violence 
should be offered him by the Governour for what hee had al- 
ready acted against his will, and Soe sent fforty armed men 
along in the Sloope with Bacon, coming somewhat neerer to 
Towne than Swanns Point dropt anchor and sent (as tis said) 
on Shore to the Governour to know if he might in safety come 
on shore, and sett as a Member &c. What answer was return’d 
we have not heard, onely what the Governor caused to be given 
him from the great guns that fired at the Sloope from the Towne 
Fort, soe that having gott his Sloope out of Gun-shott, he lay 
higher up the River, and in the night tyme with a party of his 
men ventured on shore, and having had some conference (at 
Laurances house) with Laurance & Drumond came off again 
undiscovered. Several Propositions were made and some boats 
sent off to apprehend him but could effect nothing. Bacon en- 
deavours to make his Escape up the River. In this Juncture 
Capt. Thomas Gardner Master of the Ship Adam and Eve being 
at Towne, having an order from the Governor to pursue and 
seize him, imediately got on Board his ship, and as Bacon re- 


PEEPLES 








i 
j 


| 
| 
| 
] 
} 
t 





128 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


turned up the River comanded his Sloope in by fhring at him 
from on Board, and soe tooke him and all his men Prisoners and 
brought them away to the Governor at Towne. 

Bacon being delivered up Prisoner to the Governor by Capt. 
Gardner, the Governor lifting up his hands and eyes said in the 
hearing of many people, Now I behold the greatest Rebell that 
ever was in Virginia, who (with a dejected look) made noe Re- 
ply, till after a short pause the Governour ask’d Bacon these 
words: Sir, doe you continue to be a Gentleman, and may | 
take your word ? if soe you are at Liberty upon yo" owne parrol. 


Bacon feignes a most deep sense of shame and sorrow for his 
Guilt, and expresses the greatest kind of obligacion to Gratitude 
towards the Governour imaginable. And to make it looke the 
more reall and sincere drew up an humble Submission for and 
acknowledgem’t of his soe late crimes and disobedience, implor- 
ing thereby the Governor's Pardon and ffavor, which Bacon 
being in readynesse to Present on his coming before the Gover- 
nor hee told the Councill then Sitting, Now you shall see a Pen- 
itent Sinner. 

Whereupon Bacon in very humble manner and with many low 
bowings of his Body approacht the Governor and on his knee 
gave up his Parasiticall Paper into the Governor's hands, and 
soe withdrew himself. 

After a short while hee was sent for in againe and had his par- 
don confirmed to him. 

Is restor’d into favor and readmitted into the councell, to the 
wonder of all men. 

Now Capt. Gardner instead of a Reward for the Service hee 
performed in taking and bringing away Bacon Prisoner was suf- 
fered to be ffined 70" damage for seizing him and the Sloope, 
although Capt. Gardner had discharged himself of her, the sd 
sloope being afterwards by a storme drove on shore and lost.* 

However soe powerfull (it seems) was Bacon’s interest in this new 
assembly that he procured a Public order to passe ag’t Gardner 
for the payment of the 70” where upon he threw Gardner into 

* It is a wonder S’r Wm. Berkeley (being then in Towne) did not pro- 
tect or preserve a Person he had imploy’d in so signal a Service. (Mar- 
ginal note in original. ) 
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goale till he found Security for his Enlargement. But when 
they understand that the Governor had not onely sett him ffree, 
but readmitted him into the Councill, with Promise also of a 
commission to be given him to goe out against the Indians, the 
People were so well pacified for the pr’sent as that every man 
w' great gladnesse return’d to his owne home. 

Bacon attending at Towne for a Comission (w™ the Governor 
is said to have promised him) & being delayed or putt off, was 
secretly whispered to by some of his ffriends that those delayes 
would endanger his Life, and that if speedily he endeavour’d 
not to prevent it, there was a conspiracy to murder him on such 
a night; upon w™ hee privately leaves the Towne. Now whether 
this was onely a rais’d rumor of Bacon’s, or a reall truth wee 
cannot determine, but being rais’d after Bacon was gone we sup- 
pose it false. : 

Hee no sooner was come to the upper Parts of James River, 
but the impatient people run to him to ask how affairs Stood, 
exclaiming still more & more against the Indians, and desired to 
know if he had yet a comission, and understanding he had or 
could not obtaine any, they began to sett up their throats in one 
comon kry of othes and curses and cry’d out aloud that they 
would either have a comission for Bacon that they might serve 
under his conduct or else they would pull downe the Towne or 
doe worse to some if they had it not, and if Bacon would goe 
but with them they would gett him a commission. Thus the 
Raging Tumult came downe to Towne (Sitting the assembly) 
and Bacon at the head of them, having entred the Towne, hee 
Seises and secures the Principal Places and avenues, setts Senti- 
nells and sends forth scouts, so that noe Place could bee more 
Securely guarded. 

Having soe done, hee drawes up all his men in armes against 
the State house where the Govern” councell and Burgesses were 
then assembled and Sitting, and sends in to the Assembly to know 
if now they would grant him a commission which Sr. Wm. 
Berkeley utterly refused, and rising from his chair of judicature 
came downe to Bacon, and told him to his fface and before all 
his men that hee was a Rebell anda Traytor &c. and should 
have noe commission, and uncovering his naked Bosome before 
him, required that some of his men might shoot him, before 
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ever he would be drawne to signe or consent to a commission for 
such a Rebell as Bacon, noe (said the Governor) lett us first try 
and end the difference singly between ourselves, and offer’d to 
measure swords with him; all the answer Bacon gave the Gov- 
ernor was Sir, I came not, nor intend to hurt a haire of yo’r 
honor’s head, and for yo sword yo’ Honor may please to putt 
it up, it shall rust in the scabbard before ever I shall desire you 
to drawe it. I come for a commission against the Heathen who 
dayly inhumanely murder us and spill our Brethrens Blood, and 
noe care is taken to prevent it, adding God damne my Blood I 
came for a commission, and a commission I will have before I 
goe, and turning to his soldiers, said make ready and Present, 
which they all did. Some of the Burgesses looking out at the 
windows and seeing the soldiers in that posture of Firing cry’d 
out to them, For God’s sake hold your handes and forebear a 
little, and you shall have what you please. Much hurrying, 
solicitation and importunity is used on all sides to the Governor 
to grant Bacon a commission. At last the Governor consents, 
a commission is drawne up and sent him, he dislikes it, they pray 
him to draw or direct one himself and the Governo' should signe 
it. Whereupon Bacon drawes up the contents of a commission 
according to his owne mind, and returnes it to the Clerke, to 
prepare one by, which is done, liked of and received. 

After the Governor had signed the Principall Commission to 
Bacon, hee is also pleas’d to signe 30 commissions more [Blank] 
for officers that were to serve under him. 

But Bacon finding occasion for more, sent to S’ William Berk- 
ley to signe others also, who said hee had signed enough already, 
and bid him signe the rest himself if hee would. 

The assembly also passe orders to raise or presse 1000 men, 
and to raise Provisions &c. for this intended service ag* the In- 
dians wherein severell of the councell and assembly-members 
were concerne’d and acted in the promoting this designe, en- 
couraging others to list themselves into Bacon’s service, and 
particularly one Ballard who endeavoure’d to perswade some 
(who scrupled the Legality of Bacon’s commission) that it was 
fairly and freely granted by Governor, Councill and Burgesses, 
this Ballard being one of the councill, and of those that both 
tooke and administer’d Bacon’s Oath. 
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There was also an act of Indempnity pass’d to Bacon and his 
party who committed the offence on the assembly, and a Pub- 
lick Letter of applause and approbation of Bacon’s actions & 
Loyalty writ to the King and signed by the Governor and as- 
sembly. 

Which upon the Breaking up of this Session were sent abroad 
and read among the Ignorant People who believe’d thereby that 
all was well and nothing coming forth of a long time to quash, 
contradict or disowne this Commission Indempnity, Lre &c. 
granted to Bacon, But on the contrary other comissions of the 
Governors own signing and seal’d with the Publick seal of the 
Colony coming to them, they were the more easily inclined to 
swallow down so fair a bait not seeing Rebellion at the end of it, 
and most men grew ambitious of the service as thinking it both 
safe and for the Publick good as having the approbation of the 
Governor and assembly, at least there yet appeared nothing to 
ye contrary nor of a good while after. 

Severall Volunteers and Reformadoes come in to list them- 
selves under Bacon, and many were press’d into this service, till 
at last having his complement of men, and all things else being 
in readynesse according as the Assembly had provided for this 
expedition. A general Rendezvous is appointed by Bacon at 
the ffalls of James River, where all things being well appointed 
for the march, Bacon makes a speech to his men, Assuring 
them all of his Loyalty to his Prince, declaring to them that his 
designe was no other than merely to serve his King and coun- 
try and to cleere all suspicion of the contrary (if any were 
amongst them) by what had bin by him already acted or Pro- 
clamed against him, as also of what he said about the procuring 
his comission; hee urges to them the reasons that induced it, the 
necessity of that tyme that compell’d him, the negligence and 
coldnesse of others that hated him and the cryes of his Breth- 
rens blood that alarm’d and waken’d him to this Publique re- 
venge, using what motives hee could to raise up the spirits of 
his men. And finally before them all tooke the oath of allegi- 
ance and supremacy, willing his soldiers also to doe the like, 
which having freely comply’d with Hee drew up an oath of Fi- 
delity to himselfe, which hee (as their head & Generall) required 
them to take; it comprehended the following contents or heads: 
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That they should not conceale any Plot or conspiracy of hurt 
against his Person, but immediately reveale the same to him or 
such others by whome he might come to the knowledge of it. 

That if any harme or damage was intended towards any of his 
men, whether by surprizal or otherwise, or any conference used, 
or councell kept about the Same, to discover it. 

That noe commerce or correspondence should be had with the 
Heathen, and if any knowne, to discover it. 

That no news or information should be sent out least himself 
or army by such intelligence should be endanger’d either in 
Repute or otherwise. 

All Councells, Plotts and conspiracyes known of the Heathen, 
to discover them, &c. 

Just now (even on the very night before their going out on the 
intended march ag‘ the Indians) a messenger comes Post from 
Gloster Countyes bringing Intelligence to Bacon, that the Gov- 
ernor was there endeavouring to raise Forces to come and sur- 
prize him and his men and that hee was resolved by Force to 
take his extorted commission away from him, For that the whole 
county had Petitioned ag* him as a Rebell and a Traytor &c. 

This amusing message was noe sooner brought to Bacon, but 
immediately he causes the Drums to Beat and Trumpett to 
Sound for calling his men together to whome he spake after this 
manner: 

Gentlemen and Fellow Soldiers: The Newes just now brought 
mee may not a little startle you as well as myselfe. But seeing 
it is not altogether unexpected, wee may the better beare it and 
provide our remedies. The Governour is now in Gloster County 
endeavouring to raise Forces against us, having Declared us 
Rebells and Traytors: if true, crimes indeed too great for Par- 
don; our consciences herein are our best witnesses, and theres 
soe conscious, as like cowards therefore they will not have the 
courage to face us. It is Revenge that hurryes them on with- 
out regard to the Peoples Safety, and had rather wee should be 
murder’d and our ghosts sent to our Slaughter’d country-men 
by their actings, than wee live to hinder them of their Interest 
with the heathen, and preserve the remaining part of our ffellow 
Subjects from their crueltyes. Now then wee must bee forced 
to turne our swords to our owne defence, or expose ourselves to 
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their Mercyes, or Fortune of ye woodes, whilest his majestyes 
country here lyes in Bloode and Wasting (like a candle) at both 
ends. How Incapable wee may be made (if wee should pro- 
ceede) through Sicknesse, want of Provisions, Slaughter, wounds 
lesse or more, none of us is void of the Sense hereof. 

Therefore while wee are sound at heart, unwearyed and not 
receiving damage by the fate of Warr, lett us descend to know 
the reasons why such Proceedings are used against us. That 
those whome they have raised for their Defence, to Preserve 
them against the Fury of the Heathen they should thus seeke to 
Destroy, and to Betray our Lives whome they raised to Preserve 
theirs. If ever such Treachery was heard of, such wickednesse 
and inhumanity (and call all the former ages to Witnesse) and if 
any, that they suffered in like nature as wee are like by the 
sword and Ruines of warr. 

But they are all damn’d Cowards, and you shall see they will 
not dare to meete us in the Field to try the Justnesse of our 
cause and soe wee will downe to them &c. To which they all 
cry’d Amen, amen, wee are all ready and will rather die in the 
Field than be hang’d like Roges, or Perish in the woods, ex- 
pos’d to the Favours of the mercylesse Indians. 

How unhappy, unsuccessfull and how fatale this avocation 
prov’d the consequence will but too Plainly Shewe. For Bacon 
(then the hopes of the People) was just upon the Point of march- 
ing out, and nothing could have call’d him back, or turn’d the 
sword of a civil warr into the heart and bowels of the country 
but soe ill-tymed a Project as this Prov’d. 

And although it is asserted by some that at this tyme there 
was a Paper publickly read to the People that the Governor 
designed onely to raise a Partie to goe out against the Indians 
and not against Bacon offering not onely their Estates, But by a 
solemne oath to bind and confirme this Pretention to the People, 
yet this did noe feates with the People, or tooke any other im- 
pression on them, save onely that it still more confirmed that 
Bacons cause was not onely as Good as the Governors (when 
their Pretensions were now equally ag‘ the Indians) But also that 
the commission granted him was faire and legall, seeing he pro- 
tested not to prosecute or goe against him for it. 


Now in vaine the Governor attempts raising a force against 
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Bacon, and although the Industry & endeavors hee used to 
effect it was great, yet at this Juncture it was impossible, for 
Bacon at this tyme was so much the hopes and Darling of the 
people that the Governor’s interest prov’d but weake, and his 
Friends so very few that he grew sick of the Essay and with 
very Griefe and sadnesse of Spirit for soe bad successe (as is 
said) ffainted away on Horseback in the fheld,* and hearing of 
Bacons being on his march to Gloster, hee was feigne to fly 
thence to Accomack, leaving now the Seat of the Government 
lyable to the Usurpation of that Rebell who had then also the 
Militia of the country in his hands to inforce his owne arbitrary 
Impositions on the People, as hee afterwards did at his coming 
to Gloster. Where being arrived with his Forces, hee findes 
the Governour fled, and (without more adoe) the Field his owne; 
soe leading his men to Middle-Plantacion (the very heart and 
centre of the country) hee there for some time Quarters them. 
Then issues forth Proclamation inviting the Gentlemen of Vir- 
ginia to come in and consult with him for the present Settlement 
of that his Ma‘* distracted Colony to Preserve its future Peace, 
and advance the effectual Prosecuting of the Indian warr, seve- 
rall gentlemen appearing on this Summons of Bacons at Middle- 
Plantation, mett him at one Capt. Thorps,+ where (under a great 


* By this it is plain that the Governor was. put upon this successless 
Essay by the few contrivers of Gloster Petition, for had it been the ad- 
dresse of the whole county (as pretended) they would doubtlesse all 
have own’d it and stood by the Governor and not so basely abandoned 
him & his cause, but there was not one subscriber to this Petition. (Mar- 
ginal note in the original. ) 


t+ Major Otho Thorpe, who bought land at the Middle Plantation in 
1667, was probably a descendant of George Thorpe, the early member 
of the Council, who left sons in England. Major Thorpe lived in the 
Colony at an earlier date, for he married, in 1660, Elizabeth, widow of 
Richard Thorp. The will of Richard Thorp, of Middletown Parish, 
York county, was dated May 13, and proved September to, 1660; his 
legatees were his wife, Elizabeth, eldest son, Richard Thorp, and 
younger son, George Thorp. The widow, Elizabeth Thorp, when 
about to marry Otho Thorp, made a deed to her sons, Richard and 
George Thorp. They probably died unmarried, as the will of Richard 
Thorp, of Marston Parish, York county, dated March 12, and proved 
April 12, 1669, gives all of his estate to his father-in-law [step-father, ] 
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guard) were Severall persons confin’d. After a long debate, pro 
& con, a mischievous writing was drawne up and produced by 
Bacon, unto which (the doors of ye house being fast lock’d on 
them) many by threats, fforce and ffeare were feigne to subscribe. 
The tenor of the oath is as follows: 


1. You are to oppose what Forces shall be sent out of Eng- 
land by his Majesty against mee, till such tyme I have acquainted 
the King with the state of this country, and have had an answer. 

2. You shall sweare that what the Governor and councill have 
acted is illegal and destructive to the country, and what I have 
done is according to the Lawes of England. 

3. You shall sweare from your hearts that my comission is 
lawfull and legally obtained. 

4. You shall sweare to divulge what you shall heare at any 
time spoken against mee. 

5. You shall keepe my secrets, and not discover them to any 
pers¢ mn. 

Copyes of this oath are sent to all or most of the countyes of 
Virginia, and by the Magistrates and others of the respective 
Precincts administered to the People, which none (or very few) 
for feare or fforce durst or did refuse. To Perfect all at once, 
and to make all secure, which soe long as the Governour was at 
Liberty they thought could not bee, But that hee would still 
seeke means whereby to regaine his Place and authority, and not 


Otho Thorpe. Major Otho Thorpe was a justice of York county 1674, 
and justice and Major of the militia in 1680. He married, secondly, 
Dorothy (widow of Samuel Fenn), who died October 27, 1675, and 
thirdly, Frances , who, in 1698, was the wife of John Annesley, gent., 
of Westminster, England. Otho Thorpe died in 1686-7, in the Parish 
of All-Hallows-the-Wall, London. His devisees were his nephew, 
Thomas Thorpe, and his wife, Catherine (who was a daughter of Fran- 
cis Seaton, of Polebrooke, County Northampton, England); his cousin, 
John Grice (J. P. in James City county, Va.), and his niece, Hannah 
Thorpe, who married John Pell, citizen and cooper, of London. In 1700 
Hannah Pell and her husband conveyed ‘‘ Powhatan ”’ and other property 
of the Thorpes to James Whaley (see William and Mary Quarterly, iii, 
153). The tombs of the nephew, Major Thomas Thorpe, who died Oc- 
tober 7, 1693, aged 48, and his wife, Catherine, who died June 6, 1695, 
aged 43, are in Bruton churchyard, Williamsburg, and the epitaphs have 
been printed in the Va. Historical Society Collections. 
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to be soe basely extruded that high Trust lawfully residing in 
him. They take Capt. Larrimore’s ship by surprize, man her 
w"” 200 men & Guns to goe to Accomack and seize the Gover- 
nour, Pretending to send him home Prisoner to his Ma“ for to 
receive Tryall of his demeritts towards his Majesties subjects of 
Virginia, and for the likely losse of that Colony for want of due 
and tymely care for the Preservation of it against the dayly In- 
cursions and Encroachments of the Native Salvages, who had 
destroy’d and laid wast the Plantations and cutt of many of ye 
ffamilyes of the English &c. 

The Comand of which charge was by Bacon comitted to one 
Carver a valient, Stout seaman and Gyles Bland (both since ex- 
ecuted) onely Mr. Bacon Putting more confidence in Carver had 
chiefly intrusted Carver on this designe by a Private Comission 
w” Bland knew not of but supposed they had both equal Power. 

Things thus agitated Bacon reassumes his first designes of 
marching out against the Indians, Imprisoning some before hee 
went out, others hee had of a long continuance in hold, who in 
the beginning thought and try’d to divert his designes; other- 
some hee Subtly brought over to his Side and such whose liberty 
(if left behind) hee jealously suspected might raise any party ag' 
him in his absence, hee tooke along with him. 

Bacon goes up again to the Falls of James River, where hee 
bestirs himself lustily in order to a speedy march against the In- 
dians, in prosecution of his first pretentions w™ were ag' Ye 
Occannechees & Susquahannocks. From the ffalls of James 
River hee marcheth over to the ffreshes of Yorke to pursue the 
Pamunkey Indians, whose propinquity and neighbourhood to 
the English & courses among them, was a Pretended reason to. 
render ye Rebells Suspicious of them, as being acquainted and 
knowing both of the manners, customes, & nature of our Peo- 
ple, and the Strength, Situation and advantages of the country, 
and soe capable of doing of hurt and damage to the English, 
although it was well knowne to the whole country that the 
Queene of Pamunkey and her People had nere at any time be- 
tray’d or injuryed the English. But among the Vulgar it mat- 
ters not whether they be Friends or Foes Soe they be Indians. 
Bacon being here mett with all the Northern Forces from Poto- 
mack, Rappahanock and those Parts under the comand of Col. 
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Brent, they joyne together and marching to the highest Planta- 
tions seated upon Yorke River, were there detained by a day or 
two's Raine, and for fear of want of Provisions Bacon address- 
eth himself to the Army and Speakes to them after this manner: 


‘‘That hee feared the badnesse of the weather (which was like 
to continue) would much hinder their expectations of meeting 
with the enemy soe soone as otherwise they might the weather 
being good, which would cause a second losse not to be helped 
or prevented at present which hee feared would be in the want 
of Provisions. To help which in tyme, and to lett them all 
know, for the future hee would order but allowances, soe that 
(being not far out of the reach of the settl’d Plantations) all 
those he gave full leave to returne, the heate of whose courage 
& resolutions for the Suppressing of the heathen, and revenge 
the Bloods of their ffriends and acquaintances they had shed, 
were not above and more than the particular regard and care 
they had for theire Belly. Bidding them draw forth if any such 
were, and be gone, for I am sure (said hee) where there shal be 
occasion for such a fright, I shall find them the worst of cowards, 
serving for number but not for service, and starve my best men, 
who would beare the Brunt of all, and dishearten others of half 
mettle from freely engaging &c., amongst which onely 3 w"drew, 
soe they were disarm’d and sent in.”’ 


The bad weather abating he proceeds on his march and in a 
short time falls into a Path of the Indians which lead to a maine 
one which made him imagine himself to be neere their main 
camp; but by the Scouts sent out for discovery, hee found noth- 
ing more yet, than a continued large Path and woods, which 
made them break the order of marching, and for expedition and 
conveniency to march at randome, soe continuing all along till 
this Path brought them to a Point, on each Side whereof and 
before it was a swamp; upon which Point the Pamunkey Indians 
had severall cabbins. 

Some Indian Scouts were sent out before for discovery (w™ 
were about 10 Indians for the service of Bacon’s army) who 
being espied by the contrary Party of Indians they lett them 
come up soe nigh as to fire at them, which gave the alarme to 
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the English, who riding downe in great disorder and hast to the 
Point (being about half a miles distance off) the Indians broke 
to the very edge of the swamp, which prov’d so mirey that 
Bacon and his men were presently at a ne plus ultra, so that the 
mighty deale that was done at this tyme was onely the taking of 
a little Indian child, and the killing an Indian woman. 


It chanced that the Queene of Pamunkey with severall of her 
Principall Indians and others was not far off when this onset 
happen’d and had notice of Bacon’s approach on her Track of 
which her owne scouts had made discovery to her, who leaving 
behind her all her goods and Indian corne vessels &c., and as 





much as shee could to decline all occasion of offending the Eng- 
lish whom she ever so much loved and reverenced, privately 
obscured from them, charging her own Indians that if they found 
the English coming upon them that they should neither ffire a 
gun nor draw an arrow upon them. 

It soe happened in the Stieffling Pursuit that they light on an 
old Indian woman that was the Queen’s nurse, whom they took 
Prisoner and hoped Shee would be their Guide to find out those 
Indians that fled. But instead of directing them that way she 
led them quite contrary, Soe that following her the remainder of 
that and almost another day, perceiving themselves mislead by 
her and little likelihood of meeting with them, Bacon gave com- 
mand to his Soldiers to knock her in the head, which they did, 
and they left her dead on the way. 










They marching after this at random (yet hoping and aiming 
still to find them out) at last met wan Indian Path against 
which led them to a main Swamp, where several nations of In- 
dians lay encamped, and striking through Straight of one of 
them fell in upon them, where the first that was taken was a 
young woman belonging to the Nanjaticoe Indians, half starved, 
and so not able to escape. The main of them fled and upon 
search made after them they discovered and killed two or three 
Indian men and as many women. 











The tyme of the meeting of the new assembly (called Bacon’s 
assembly) now drawing nigh, he thought it expedient to give the 
Starved & languishing expectations of the People a little relief 
and send some on purpose to give them an account of their Pro- 
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ceedings and the hopes that they had of destroying the Heathen, 
and that he would be with them with all possib!e Speede. 

Now Bacon’s high Pretences raised the People’s hopes to the 
highest pitch and at the same time put him on a necessity of 
doing Something before he returned, which might not altogether 
fall short of his own Vaunting, but being hitherto disappointed, 
his army tyred, Murmuring, impatient, half starved, dissatisfied, 
he gives liberty to as many as would to return in with the foot 
he had ordered to march in before him, giving them two days’ 
provisions to reach (if they could) the English Plantations; those 
that were dismissed being the Northern forces commanded by 
Colo. Brent. (The whole being now 400 men) with the rest he 
moves on hunting and beating the Swamps up and down, at last 
meets with an opening of a tract upon high land, which he fol- 
lows so long that almost all his Provisions were spent, and forced 
to come to quarter allowances, and having led them far into the 
woods he makes a short halt & speaks thus to them: 


‘* Gentlemen, 

The indefatigable Paines which hitherto wee have taken 
doth require abundantly better successe than as yett wee have 
mett with. But there is nothing soe hard, but by Labour and 
Industry it may bee overcome, which makes me not without 
hope of obtaining my desires against the heathen in meeting 
with them to quit Scores for all their Barbarous crueltyes done 
us. 

I had rather my carcase should lye rotting in the woodes, and 
never see English mans face againe in Virginia, than misse of 
doing that service the country expects from me, and I vowed to 
performe against these heathen, which should I returne not suc- 
cesfull in some manner to damnifie and affright them wee should 
have them as much animated as the English discouraged, and 
my adversaryes to insult and reflect on mee; that my Defence 
of the country is but Pretended and not Reall and (as they al- 
ready say) I have other Designs and make this but my Pretense 
and cloke. But that all shall see how devoted I am to it, con- 
sidering the great charge the country is at in fitting mee forth 
and the hopes and expectation they have in mee. All you gen- 
tlemen that intend to abide with mee must resolve to undergoe 
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all the hardshipps this wilde can afforde, dangers and successes 
and if need bee to eate chinkapins and horseflesh before hee 
returns. Which resolve I have taken therefore desire none but 
those which will so freely adventure, the other to Returne in, 
and for the better knowledge of them I will separate my campe 
some distance from them bound home.”’ 

Which done, and the next morning by an hour & half of the 
sun, the one marching on towards the Plantation, and the other 
on the Indian designe. They were not three hours seperated 
before the Rebell Bacon falls upon the Pamunkey Indians, who 
lay incamped beyond a small branch of a swamp or Run of 
water, having a swamp on the right hand, and a small swamp or 
run on the left of them, betweene which was a ffine piece of 
champion land, but full of thickett, small oke, saplings, chinka- 
pin Bushes and Grape vines, which the Indians made their cov- 
ert. As the onsett was given they did not at all oppose, but fled, 
being followed by Bacon and his Forces killing and taking them 
Prisoners, and looking for the Plunder of the ffield which was 
Indian matts, Basketts, matchcotes, parcells of wampampeay 
and Roanoke (w™ is their money) in Baggs, skins, ffurrs, Pieces 
of Lynnen, Broad cloth, and divers sorts of English goods (w™ 
the Queene had much value for),* 45 captives which upon sound 
of Trumpett was brought together and delivered in by order of 
Bacon; the Plunder and captives estimated noe lesse worth than 
6 or 700, the Goodes being 3 horse loades. 

The good Queen of Pamunky during this attaque to save her 
Life betooke herselfe to flight with onely one little Indian Boy 
of about 10 yeares old along with her, and when she was once 
coming back with designe to throw herself upon the mercy of 
the English, Shee happened to meet with a deade Indian woman 
lying in the way being one of her own nation; which struck such 
terror in the Queene that fearing their cruelty by that gastly 
example shee went on her first intended way into wild woodes 
where shee was lost and missing from her owne People ffourteen 
dayes, all that tyme being Sustained alive onely by gnawing 


* The Indian Prisoners were some of them sold by Bacon & the rest 
disposed of by Sr. Wm. Berkeley, all but five w’ch were restored to the 
Queen by Ingram who was Bacon's Gen’ll. (Marginal note in original. ) 
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sometimes upon the legg of a terrapin, which the little Boy 
found in the woods and brought her when she was ready to dye 
for want of ffoode, and of a great while had not Provisions for 
her support but noe necessity could incline her to adhere to 
Bacon’s overtures. While Bacon continued out upon this Indian 
Enterprize the Governour had the good fortune to retake Larri- 
more’s Shipp from the Rebells with which they designed to seize 
the Governor and carry him home Prisoner to England; the 
manner of this reprisal was thus: 

Carver with a party of men being gone on shore to treat with 
the Governor at Accomack, before w® Larrimore’s ship lay, 
(the comand whereof Carver had usurped) and leaving onely 
Bland on board with a number of men to w™ the seamen of the 
shipp were not inferior. Larrimore Sends a Letter to the Gov- 
ernour, to acquaint him how things stood on Board, and that if 
hee could send him off a party of Gentlemen in Boates hee 
would enter them all at the Gun room Ports, where having al- 
ready secur’d the Enemyes armes, hee doubted not but to sur- 
prize the men and retake the shipp. 

The Governor privately ordered off a party of his owne under 
the command of Col. Philip Ludwell while he capitulated with 
Carver in dilatory manner to give his owne party tyme to get on 
Board, which they did, all things succeeding answerable to the 
design, Bland being taken together with the rest of the Rebells; 
soone after Carver parting with the Governor rowes on Board, 
they permitt the Boat to come so neere as that they might fhire 
directly downe upon her, and soe they also comanded Carver on 
Board & secur’d him. When hee saw this surprize hee storm’d, 
tore his haire off and curst, and exclaim’d at the cowardice of 
Bland that had betray’d and lost all their designes. 

The Governor having regain’d this ship goes on Board and in 
company with the ship Adam & Eve Capt. Gardner Comander 
16 or 17 Sloopes and about 600 men in armes goes up to James 
Towne, which hee ffortifies as well as he could and again Pro- 
clames Bacon and his Party Rebells and Traytors, threatening 
them with the utmost severityes of Law. 

Upon this Bacon calls his few men together which upon a 
muster made a little after the last skirmish with the Indians 
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(with Baggatiers and all) were but 136 tyr’d men, and told them 
Bi] how the Governor intended to proceed against him and them. 
14 But this rather animated and provoked new courage in them 
| than any wise daunted them, soe that among other cheertull 
} expressions they cry’d out they would stand by him their Gen- 
i] erall to the last. 
Hn The hearing such hearty expressions from tyred soldiers who 
i embraced his service and refused the Plunder hee now offer’d 
them, was highly pleased and said to them: 
Gentlemen and Fellow Soldiers. How am I transported with 
' gladnesse to find you thus unanimous, Bold and daring, brave 
, and Gallant; you have the victory before you fight, the conquest 
il before battle. I know you can and dare fight, while they will 
p lye in their Place of Refuge and dare not soe much as appeare 
in the fheld before you: your hardynesse shall invite all the coun- 
try along as wee march to come in and second you. 
if The Indians wee beare along with us shal be as soe many 
j i motives to cause Reliefe from every hand to be brought to you. 
| | The Ignomy of their actions cannot but soe reflect upon their 
; i spirits, as they will have noe courage left to fight you. I know 
i ; you have the Prayers and wellwishes of all the People in Vir- 
i t ginia, while the other are loaded with their curses. 
f i Bacon in most incens’d manner Threathens to be revenged on 
‘A the Governor and his party, swearing his soldiers to give noe 
! i} t quarter and professing to scorne to take any themselves, and soe 
+ } i in great fury marches on towards James Towne, onely halting 
¥ 4 a while about New Kent to gain some ffresh Forces, and send- 
i k ing to the upper parts of James River for what they could assist 


him with. 

Having increased his number to about 300 in all, hee proceeds 
directly to Towne, as hee marcheth the People on the high 
wayes coming forth Praying for his happiness and railing ag‘ the 
Governour and his party, and seeing the Indian captives which 
they led along as in a shew of Tryumph, gave him many thankes 
for his care & endeavours for their Preservation, bringing him 
forth Fruits and Victualls for his Soldiers, the women telling 
him if hee wanted assistance they would come themselves after 
him. 
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Intelligence coming to Bacon that the Governour had good in 
Towne a 1000 men well arm’d & resolute I shall see that saith 
hee for | am now going to try them. Being told that there was 
a party of Horse of the Governors of abt. 60 Scouting out to 
observe his motion, hee smilingly answer’d hee feared them not 
coming soe neere him as to know how he did. But hee not too 
heedlesse of all reports nor in him Selfe to sure of their coward- 
ice, drawes up his men in Green Spring Old ffields, hee tells 
them that if ever they will fight they will doe it now, before 
(saith hee) I march up to their workes, having all the advantages 
of ground, places retreats, their men fresh & unwearied and 
what not advantages (Saith Bacon) to us soe few weake and 
Tyr'd. 

But I speake not this to discourage you, but to acquaint you 
(as you shall finde) what advantages they will neglect and loose, 
which (sayes he) if they had the courage to maintain that which 
they declare against us as Rebells, Traytors, &c., their allegi- 
ance would be but faintly Defended to lett us take that which 
they might command; come on my hearts of gold, hee that dyes 
in the field lyes in the Bedd of honour.* 

In the evening Bacon with his Small tyr’d Body of men, his 
fforlorne marching some distance before, comes into Paspahayes 
old fhelds and advancing on horseback himselfe on the Sandy 
Beech before the Towne comands the Trumpet to sound, Fires 
his carbyne, dismounts, surveys the Ground and orders a French 
worke to be cast up. 

All this night is spent in falling of Trees, Cutting of Bushes 
and throwing up Earth, that by the help of the moone light they 
had made their French before day, although they had but two 
axes and 2 spades in all to performe this work with, 

About day-break next morning six of Bacons Soldiers ran up 
to the Pallasadees of the Towne and ffired briskly upon the 
Guard, retreating Safely without any damage at first (as is re- 
ported) the Governor gave Comand that not a Gun should be 
fir’d ag* Bacon or his party upon paine of death, pretending to 


*Sept. 13th, 1676. The siege of James Towne. Note that Bacon’s 
men had march’d that day betwixt 30 & 40 miles to come to James 
Towne. (Marginal note in original. ) 
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be loath to spill bloode and much more to be Beginner of it, 
Supposing the Rebells would hardly be soe audacious as to fire 
a gun against him, But that Bacon would rather have sent to 
him and sought his Reconciliation soe that some way or other 
might have bin found out for the Preventing of a Warr, to which 
the Governour is said to have shewne some Inclination upon the 
account of the service Bacon had performed (as he heard) against 
the Indian Enemy, and that he had brought severall Indian Pris- 
oners along with him, and especially for that there were severall 
Ignorant People which were deluded and drawne into Bacon’s 
Party and thought of noe other designe than the Indian Warr 
onely, and so knew not what they did. 

But Bacon (pretending distrust of the Governor) was soe farr 
from all thought of a Treaty that hee animates his men against 
it, telling them that hee knew that party to be as Perfidious as 
cowardly, and that there was noe trust to be reposed in such, 
who thinke it noe Treachery by any wayes to Suppresse them, 
and for his tendernesse of Shedding Blood which the Governor 
pretends, & preventing a warr, sayes Bacon there are some here 
that know it to be no longer since than last weeke that hee him- 
self comanded to be Fired against us by Boats which the Gover- 
nor sent up & downe to places where the country’s Provisions 
were kept for mainteinance of the Indian Warr, to fetch them 
away to support a warr amongst ourselves, and wounded some 
of us (which was done by Sorrell) which were against the de- 
signe of converting these stores to soe contrary a use and inten- 
tion of what they were raised for by the People. Bacon moving 
downe towards the Towne and the Shipps being brought before 
the Sandy Beach the better to annoy the enemy in case of any 
attempt of theirs to storme the Palassadoes, upon a signall given 
from ye Towne the Shipps fire their Great Gunns, and at the 
same tyme they let fly their Small-shot from the Palassadoes. 
But that small sconce that Bacon had caused to be made in the 
night of Trees, Bush and Earth (under w® they lay) soe defended 
them that the shott did them noe damage at all, and was return’d 
back as fast from this little Fortresse. In the heat of this Firing 
Bacon commands a party of his men to make every one his Fag- 
gott and put it before his Breast and come and lay them in order 
on top of the Trench on the outside and at the end to enlarge 
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and make good the Fortification, which they did, and orders 
more spades to be gott, to helpe to make it yet more defensible, 
and the better to observe their motion ordered a constant senti- 
nel in the daytime on top of a Brick Chimney* (hard by) to dis- 
cover from thence how the men in Towne mounted and dis- 
mounted, Posted and reposted, drew on and off, what number 
they were, and how they moved. Hitherto their happen’d noe 
other action, than onely Firing great and small Shott at dis- 
tances. 

But by their movings and drawings up about Towne, Bacon 
understood they intended a Sally and accordingly prepares to 
receive them, draw up his men to the most advantageous places 
he could, and now expected them (but they observ’d to draw 
off againe for some tyme) and was resolved to enter the Towne 
w' them, as they retreated, as Bacon expected and foretold they 
would do. In this Posture of expectation Bacon’s fforces con- 
tinued for a hour till the watchman gave notice that they were 
drawne off againe in Towne, soe upon this Bacon’s fforces did 
soe too. Noe sooner were they all on the Rebells Side gone off 
and squandered but all on a sudden a Sally is made by the Gov- 
ernor’s Party, yett in this great hurry and disorder on t’ other 
side they soe received them as that they forced them to retreat 
in as much confusion as they found them, to the shame of their 
braging Pretences of valour, courage and Resolution at their 
undertaking this attacque and of the cause they defended who 
yet call themselves the Loyall party, and yet dessert the Gover- 
nour, and now begin to importune him to quit ye Towne. But 
wee cannot give a better account, nor yet a truer (soe far as wee 
are informed) of this action than what this Letter of Bacon’s 
relates: 

From the Camp at Sandy Beach, 
S* the 17th, 1676. 


Capt. Wm. Cookson & Capt. Edw* Skewon: 


Before wee drew up to James Towne a party of theirs fled 
before us with all hast for ffeare: with a small party of horse 
(being darke in the Evening) wee rode up to the Point at Sandy 





*On Col. Morysons Plantation that was. (Marginal note in original. ) 
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Beach, and sounded a Defiance which they answered, after which 
with some difficulty for want of materialls we entrenched our- 
selves for that night, our men with a great deal of Bravery ran 
up to their works and ffir’'d Briskly and retreated without any 
losse. 

The next morning our men without the workes gave them 
some Braves and contempts to try their mettle, upon w® they 
fhr'd their great guns with Small shott to cleere their workes, 
but our men Recovered the workes, and wee are now entrenched 
very secure both from the Shipps and Towne. Yesterday they 
made a Sally with horse and ffoote in the Van, the Forlorne 
being made up of such men as they had compell'd to serve; 
they came up with a narrow ffront, and pressing very close upon 
one anothers shoulders that the Forlorne might be their shelter; 
our men received them soe warmly that they retired in great dis- 
order, throwing downe theire armes, left upon the Bay, as also 
their Drum and dead men, two of which our men brought into 
our Trenches and Buried with severall of their armes. This day 
wee shewed them our Indian captives upon the workes, the Peo- 
ple come in from all parts most bravely, and wee are Informed 
that great multitudes of men are up for us in the Isle of Wight 
and Nancymond, and onely expect orders, as also all the South 
side of the River over against us in great numbers. They shew 
themselves such Pitifull cowards, contemptable as you would 
admire them. It is said that Hubert Farrell * is shot in the Belly, 
Hartwell + in the Legg, Smith in the head, Mathewes with others, 


*In 1672 Hubert and John Farrell brought suit in the General Court as 
sons of Julian Allan, deceased. In March, 1675, Captain Hubert Far- 
rell, who had married Dorothy, daughter of Colonel Thomas Drew [of 
Charles City county], sued as Drew’s executor. The following epitaph 
is on a tomb, formerly at Sandy Point, Charles City county, but now 
removed to St. Paul’s Church, Norfolk: 

‘* Here lieth the Body of 
Dorothy Farrell who 
Deceased the 18th of 
January, 1673.”’ 
Epitaph from Wiliam and Mary Quarterly, January, 1896. 


+ Captain William Hartwell appears to have been an active officer on 
Berkeley’s side, and his oppressive conduct is mentioned in several of 
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yet as yet wee have noe certaine account. They tooke a sol- 
emne oath when they Sallyed out either to Rout us, or never 
Returne; But you know how they use to keepe them: I believe 
the Shipps are weary of their Bargaine finding their shotts all 
inconsiderable. This is our present Intelligence; be sure to take 
care of the Upper Parts against the Pyrats, and bid the men be 
courageous for that all the country is bravely Resolute. 


I had almost forgot to tell you that Chamberlaine out of a 
Bravado came with a Sloope, and lay under our workes, and 
with abundance of vaunting & railing Expressions, Threatned 
great things, but finding it too warme was feigne to take his 
Boate and leave his Sloope; Wee guesse hee was wounded by 
his ceasing to Baule (being much jeer’d by our men) which you 
know hee is not us’d to doe. 

Be sure you encourage the Soldiers in the Upper Parts and 
lett them know what a Pitifull Enemy wee have to deale with. 
Wee have just now two great Guns come for one Battery, which 
they are much affraid off as | am informed. This is the most of 
our present Newes, of other Passages by the Messenger you may 
be informed. 

Your reall Friend, 
NATH: BACON. 


After this succeslesse Sally the courages and numbers of the 
Governor's party abated much, and Bacons men thereby became 


the ‘‘ grievances’’ sent by counties to the English commissioners. He 
was brother of Henry Hartwell, member of the Council, was justice of 
James City county 1680, 1687, and captain of militia 1680. It appears 
from the records of York county that he married, in or before 1675, the 
widow of Mr. Richard Barnes. They had issue (see will of Henry 
Hartwell, of the Council): I. William, eldest son, left an only child, 
Mary, who married, September 24, 1719, William Macon, of New Kent 
county; II. Henry, d. s. ~.; Ill. John, married ———, and died in 1714; 
IV. Mary, married Marrable, doubtless George Marrable, who 
was a Burgess for James City county in 1702. John Hartwell’s will was 
dated February 9, 1713, and proved in Surry May 19, 1714. Legatees: 
wife, daughter Elizabeth, mother Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Benjamin Eg- 
gleston, friend Mr. Benjamin Howard, cousin John Drummond, George 
Marrable, Jr., and William Hartwell Marrable, sons of his sister, Mary 
Marrable. 
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more bold and daring in soe much that Bacon could Scarce 
keepe them from immediately falling to storme and enter the 
Towne; but hee (being as wary as they rash) perswaded them 
from the attempt, Bidding them keepe their courages untill such 
tyme as hee found occasion and opportunity to make use of 
them, telling them that hee doubted not to take the Towne with- 
out losse of a man, and that one of their Lives was of more 
value to him than the whole world. 

Having planted his great Guns, hee takes the wives and female 
Relations of such Gentlemen as were in the Governor's Service 
against him (whome hee had caused to be brought to the workes) 
and Places them in the Face of his Enemy, as Bulworkes for 
their Battery, by which Policy hee promised himself (and doubt- 
lesse had) a goode advantage, yet had the Governors party by 
much the odds in number besides the advantage of tyme and 
Place. 

But soe great was the Cowardize and Basenesse of the Gen- 
erality of Sr. William Berkeley’s Party (being most of them 
men intent onely upon plunder or compell’d and hired into his 
service) that of all, at last there were onely some 20 Gentlemen 
willing to stand by him, the rest (whome the hopes or promise 
of Plunder brought thither) being now all in hast to be gone to 
secure what they had gott; soe that Sr. Wm. Berkeley himselfe 
who undoubtedly would rather have dyed on the place than thus 
deserted it, what with importunate and resistlesse Solicitations 
of all, was at last over persuaded, nay hurryed away against his 
owne Will to Accomack and forced to leave the Towne to the 
mercy of the enemy. 

Soe ffearfull of Discovery they are, that for secrecy they im- 
barque and weigh anchor in the night and silently fall downe the 
River, thus flying from the fface of an enemy that during this 
siege (which lasted one whole weeke) lay exposed to much more 
hardships, want and inaccommodation than themselves, besides 
the fatigue of a long march at their first coming to Towne, for 
this very service was supposed to be the Death of Bacon, who 
by lying in a wett Season in his Trenches before Towne con- 
tracted the Disease whereof hee not long after dyed. 

Bacon haveing early Intelligence of the Governor and his 
Party’s Quitting the Towne the night before, enters it without 
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any opposition, and soldier like considering of what importance 
a Place of that Refuge was, and might againe bee to the Gov- 
ernor and his Party, instantly resolves to lay it level with the 
ground, and the same night he became poses’d of it, sett ffire 
to Towne, church and state house (wherein were the Countryes 
Records which Drummond had privately convey’d thense and 
preserved from Burning). The towne consisted of 12 new 
brick Houses besides a considerable number of fframe houses with 
brick chimneys, all which will not be rebuilt (as is computed) for 
ffifteen hundred pounds of Tobacco. 

Now those who had so lately deserted it, as they rid a little be- 
low in the River in the Shipps and Sloopes (to their shame and 
regret) beheld by night the Flames of the Towne, which they 
soe basely forsaking, had made a sacrifice to ruine. 

Bacon goes next to Greene Spring, and during his stay there- 
abouts draws a protest or oath against the Governor and _ his 
Party, which is said to be imposed on the People and taken by 
above 600 at once in Gloster County, and also forced upon others 
in several parts of the Country and is as follows : 


BAacons OATH OF FIDELITY. 


Whereas Sir William Berkeley Knight, late Governor of Vir- 
ginia hath in a most Barbarous and abominable manner exposed 
and betrayed our lives, and for greediness of sordid Gaine did 
defer our just defence and hinder all the Loyall endeavours of 
his Majesties faithfull subjects; and further when the Country did 
raise a sufficient fforce for the effectual proceeding against the 
Indian Enemy, he did, contrary to all Equity and Justice and 
the tenors of his commission, endeavour to oppose the said ftorces 
by himself and the Assembly sett forth: of which attempts being 
severall tymes defeated by the Peoples abhorrence of soe Bloody 
a design he left the country in a small vessell, it being unknown 
to all People to what parts of the world he did repair, and whereas 
as our army upon his departure betaking themselves to the care 
of the ffrontiers did march out against the Indians and obtain soe 
great a victory, as hath in a manner finished all the disaster and 
almost Resettled the country in a happy Peace, yet notwithstand- 
ing Sir Wm. Berkeley with Forces raised in Accomack, did invade 
the country with acts of hostility, with all intentions to persecute 
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the said Army with these aforsaid reasons, as also having betray’d 
his Trust to the king by flying from his seate of Judicature, and 
acting wholly contrary to his comission. We protest against 
him unanimously as a Traytor and most pernitious Enemy to the 
Publick, and further we sweare that in all places of his Majestyes 
Colony of Virginia wee will oppose and prosecute him with all 
our Endeavours by all acts of hostility as occasion shall present, 
and further whereas Plotting and wishing in his heart a totall 
Ruine and Destruction of this Poore colony he hath Endeav- 
oured to set the heart of our Soveraigne against us by false In- 
formation and Lyes, requesting Forces of his Majestie wherewith 
to compell and subdue, us hindering, intercepting and preventing 
all our Remonstrances for Peace, which might have gone home 
in our Justification, as also hindering of our sending home of agents 
in the Peoples behalf which was the most humble and earnest re- 
quest of the People at first. We doe further declare and sweare that 
wee think it absolutely consisting with our allegiance and Loyal- 
ty to treat with and discourse w" the said fforces and commission- 
ers with all submission to his Majesty. But otherwise if it shall 
soe prove that notwithstanding all intreaties and offers wee shall 
make, they shall offer to land by Force, in our owne Defense to 
fly together as in a common calamity and jointly with the pres- 
ent army now under the command of General Bacon, to stand or 
fall in the Defense of him and the country in soe just a cause, and 
in all places to oppose their Proceedings (onely untill such time 
as his Majesty by our agents shall fully understand the miserable 
case of the country, and the Justice of our Proceedings) Which 
most just request if they shall refuse and by force endeavour to 
enter the country, wee are resolv’d to uphold the country as long 
as we can and never to absent and joyne with any such army 
whatever, and lastly in case of utmost extremity rather than sub- 
mit to any soe miserable a slavery (when none can longer defend 
ourselves, our lives and Liberties) to acquit the colony rather 
than submitt to soe unheard of Injustice, and this wee all sweare 
in the presence of Almighty God as unfeignedly and ffreely as 
ever wee desire of him for happiness to come. 


By the General. 


‘The Governor and his Forces being gone Bacon orders the 
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shore to be Guarded all along to observe their motions, and as 
they moved to follow them and prevent them from landing, or 
having any provisions sent on board them. 

Bacon now begins to show a more mercelesse severity and 
absolute authoity than formerly. Plundering and imprisoning 
many and condemning some by power of martial law. 


But among all made onely one exemplary (to witt) one James 
Wilkenson that had fled from his Collours, who (with one Mr. 
Clough * Minister of James Towne) was condemned to dye, but 
the first onely was executed; which (as a soldier) wee look on to 
be more an act of his Policy than cruelty, to prevent and awe 
others from disserting him, wee not observing him to have bin 
Bloodely inclined in the whole progresse of this Rebellion. 


Intercession being made for Mr. Clough Captain Hawkins ¢ and 
Major West,{ Bacon purposed to accept of Bland,§ Carver || and 


* Mr. John Clough was minister of Southwark Parish, Surry, in 1680. 


tSee Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. Ul, for a 
note on Captain Thomas Hawkins, Sr. He was a vestryman of Sitting- 
bourne Parish, Rappahannock county, in 1665, and a justice of Rappa- 
hannock in 1670 or earlier. His will, dated February 8, 1675, was 
proved in Rappahannock county November, 1677. His legatees were 
his wife, Frances, his sons, Thomas and John. He gave to his daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth, his former wife’s diamond ring and pearl necklace, and 
if she died, gave them to his daughter, Hannah. There are on record 
in Essex deeds in 1659 and 1662 from Thomas Hawkins and Mary, his 
wife. ; 

The eldest son was doubtless the Thomas Hawkins, Jr., denounced 
by Bacon. He appears to have been in service against the Indians in 
the year after the rebellion, and to have commanded a force raised in 
several counties along the Rappahannock. There is on record in Mid- 
dlesex an order, dated October 2, 1677, relating to twelve men, who, by 
order of the Governor, were sent, on February 1st, preceding, to serve 
under Major Thomas Hawkins, and who served until May. This Major 
Thomas Hawkins probably died unmarried before 1696, as in that year 
and in 1698 are deeds from John Hawkins, of Essex, only son and heir 
of Captain Thomas Hawkins, of Rappahannock, conveying lands pat- 
ented by the said Captain Thomas Hawkins in 1662 and 1666. Eliza- 
beth, wife of John Hawkins, relinguishes her dower. The will of a John 
Hawkins, dated February, 1725-6, was proved in Essex June, 1726. 
His legatees were his sons, Thomas and William, and daughters, Mary 
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ffarloe * in exchange for them, neverthelesse none of the first three 
were put to death by Bacon. 

Now Bacon finding that his Soldiers Insolences growing soe 
great and intolerable to the People (of whom they made noe due 
distinction) and finding their actings to reflect on himself, he did 
not onely betake himself to a strict Discipline over his men but 
also to more moderate courses himself. 

Releasing some Prisoners, Pardoning others that were con- 
demned, and calling those to account against whom any com- 
plaints came for seisures or Plundering their Estates without his 
order or knowledge. 

This Prosperous Rebell, concluding now the day his owne, 
marcheth with his army into Gloster County, intending to visit 
all the northern part of Virginia to understand the state of them 
and to settle affairs after his own measures, in which (wee are in- 
formed) he proposed this method. 

1. One committee for settling the south side of James River 
and inquiring into the spoiles that had been comitted there. 

2. Another committee to be always with the Army, to inquire 
into the cause of all seisures, and to give orders for doing the same, 
and to regulate the rudenesse, disorder, spoile and waste of the 
soldiers, as they had formerly comitted. 


Hawkins and Elizabeth Rennolds. The will of a Thomas Hawkins 
was proved in Essex in 1739. 

t Major, afterwards Colonel, John West, of West Point, who sat on 
several of Berkeley's court-martlals. See Virginia Magazine of Hist- 
ory and Biography, Vol. |. 

2 Giles Bland, collector of the customs for the lower district of James 
River, son of John Bland, of London, and nephew of Theoderick Bland, 
of Virginia. 

|| See a Sketch of Captain William Carver, by Mr. Edward W. James, 
in the William and Mary Quarterly, U1, 163-165. This account is de- 
rived from the records of the county of Lower Norfolk, where Carver 
lived. 

* George Farloe. Berkeley, in his report of the executions, describes 
him as ‘‘one Farloe, one of Cromwell’s soldiers, very active in this re- 
bellion, and taken with forty men coming to surprise me at Accomack.”’ 
His niece married Thomas Cheesman, who also was sentenced to death. 
( Force’s Tracts. ) 
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3. And another committee to be appointed onely for the man- 
agement and proceding for the Indian warr and giving Dispatches 
for affairs relating to it. 

But before he could arrive to the Perfection of his designes 
(w™ none but the eye of omniscience could Penetrate) Providence 
did that which noe other hand durst (or at least did) doe and cut 
him off. 

Hee lay sick at one Mr. Pates * in Gloster County of the Bloody 
Flux, and(as Mr. Pate himself affirms) accompanyed with a 
Lousey Disease; so that the swarmes of Vermyn that bred in his 
Body he could not destroy but by throwing his shirts into the 
Fire as often as he shifted himself. 

Hee dyed much dissatisfied in minde inquiring ever and anon 
after the arrival of the Friggats & Forces from England, and 
asking if his Guards were strong about the House. 

After Bacon’s Death one Joseph Ingram f a stranger in Virginia 
and came over but the year before this Rebellion, under whose 
conduct the ffaction began to fall into several parties and opin- 
ions, which gave S‘' Wm. Berkely’s party opportunity by these 
divisions to surprise the Rebels in small Bodyes as they sculked 
up and down the country. 

But the maine service that was done for the reducing the 
Rebells to their obedience was done by the Seamen and*com- 
manders of Shipps then riding in the Rivers especially the Gen- 
erall Surrender at Wests Point of those headed by Ingram and 
Wacklute, w™ was managed and concluded by Capt. Grantham, 
to the disgust of those Gentlemen of the Governor’s Party, 
because S' Wm. Berkeley had not made them concerned in soe 
considerable a Piece of Service. 

After Ingram had submitted to the Governor (who lay then 
on Board Martyn’s Ship in Yorke River), Laurance that notori- 
ous Rebell fled, who was the first man that sett fire to James 

* This was either John Pate, Esq., who was appointed to the Council 
in 1670 and died in 1681, or his nephew, Thomas Pate, who was a justice 
and colonel of militia in Gloucester in 1680. John Pate, of the Council, 
was nephew of Richard Pate, of Gloucester, who was a member of the 
House of Burgesses in 1653 and died in 1657. 


t See ‘‘Ingram’s Proceedings,’ Force's Tracts, Vol. I. 























154 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 





Towne by burning his owne house, some others were taken Pris- 
oners after they had lay’d downe their armes, and the rest went 
home in Peace. About the 16th of January, 1676-7, the whole 
country had submitted to the Governour and the two and twenty- 
eth hee came home to his house at Greene Spring, and had issued 
out new writts of summons for the convening of a ffree assembly 
at his owne house, the State house being ruined with the rest of 
James Towne. 

The Particulars of this foregoing Narrative being what wee 
could collect or observe from the most credible disinterest’d 
Persons, most authentique Papers, Records, Reports and the 
Publick Grievances of the respective countyes of Virginia, wee 
have, with all integrity of mind and the best of our understand- 
ing, without favor or partialty, selected and sett downe what wee 
thought most consonant to Truth & Reality, and on the other 
hand rejected whatever wee found or suspected to be false or 
improbable. And doe here according to his Majestye’s Royall 
commands and our own Dutyes most humbly leave it to his 
Majestye’s most Prudent consideration and Judgement. 


JouN BERRY, 
FRANCIS MORYSON. 


DECISIONS OF VIRGINIA GENERAL COURT, 
1626-1628. 





A court at James citty, roth day of January 1626, being present 
Sr. George Yeardley, Knt. Governo’ &c., Capt. Smyth, 
Capt. Mathewes, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, Capt. Tucker 
& Mr. Ferrar. 


The Governor at this court intimated his intent to take upp 
one thousand acres of land as his dividend, lying uppon Blunt 
Point River, & bounded easterly by a creeke that divideth it 
from the land of Robin Poole & Lt. Peppet, next adjoining to 
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their houses now built and soe extending westerly alonge the 
banke of ye river soe far as unto ye same quantity of land ap- 
pertaineth northerly uppon the said Blunt Point river and south- 
erly uppon the maine river; w® thing the court hath condescended 
unto, as whereas the last court day there was leave given to the 
inhabitants of Pasbehayes to remove themselves from that place, 
the court doth now determine neither to constrain them nor any 
other ye inhabitants of ye maine to stay & inhabit there. 


A Court at James Citty ye 11th of January 1626, being present 
Sr. George Yeardley, Knt. Governo’ &c., Capt. West, 
Capt. Smyth, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, 
Capt. Tucker & Mr. Ferrar. 

At this Court Tho. Doe had leave given unto him to remove 
from Kecoughtan & plant at Hogg Island. 

At this Court Henry Gainye was presented before ye Governor 
& councill by ye Provost Marshall for drunkenness, where uppon 
it was ordered that hee should enter into bond of his good be- 
havior of 300' of Tobo. and pay the Provost Marshall twenty 
waight of Tobo. as being the halfe of his fine & due for inform- 
ing. 

The same time Robert Adams was presented likewise for 
drunkenness by ye Provost Marshall and ye like censure inflicted 
on him as is uppon ye said Henry Gainye. 


A Court at James Citty the r2th January 1626, being present Sr. 
George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c., Capt. West, Capt. 
Smyth, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, Capt. 
Tucker, Mr. Ferrar. 

At this Court James Tooke has permission given him to re- 
move from the maine w“out James Citty and plant at Mulberry 
Island. 

In regard to divers inconveniencies w” appeare to have hap- 
pened by the granting of general Warrants in this Colony, too 
longe to relate, it is ordered that there be none hereafter granted, 
but that it may be lawful to put as many in any single warrant 
as shall inhabiting win any one plantation. 


The 13th day of January, 1626, all being present as ye day 
before. The Governor and Councill taking into their considera- 
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tion the inconveniences that might happen upon ye arrivall of 
any forriene enemy, w“out some special order taken what courses 
should be followed if any such thing should come to passe, up- 
pon full debate hereof had have ordered and appointed that as 
concerning the inhabitants of Elizabeth Citty these instructions 
following be observed, viz: that upon the arrivall of any such 
number of shipps uppon w™ the comander there Capt. William 
Tucker, shall have just occasion of suspect shall forthw” speed 
away a boate to ye Governor and then give present comands to 
all the inhabitants that all his best & most able men be w™ all 
possible haste assembled and drawne together to their colours 
to w"stand and hinder the landing of any enemy by all possible 
means, and that he appoint another partye out of ye rest in his 
best discretion, & give them instruction to gather the women 
and children and unserviceable people and all their cattle together 
and by their best means to repaire to Mathews Mannor where 
they shall receive further order. And a third party, amongst 
whom io be some honest discreet men that may be always ready 
to carry off into ye woods all provision of what kind soever to 
save it from the enemy, and uppon order from the comander to 
fire any houses and give their attendance about him, for such 
services. It is also thought fitt y’t ye comander uppon any 
suspect as aforesaid of a furreine enemy, doe cause all the boates 
and shalops to be filled w" such provisions as ye people have & 
to send them pr’sently up to Newports News where they may 
be ready uppon order given to run up to Mathews Mannor, there 
to be disposed and ordered for their best safetye. And it is fur- 
ther agreed upon & resolved that strict proclamation be pub- 
lished there and through ye whole Colony that noe person what 
soever doe parly or speak any words or make any signs or 
shewes of parly uppon paine of death. And if any man shall 
dare to parly or speak to ye enemy it shall then be lawfull for 
the Comander in Chiefe there to call a Marshalls Court and doe 
p’sent execution. And if the said Comander then doe find ye 
enemy to be of noe great force there he may then be himself 
able to w"stand that hee doe not then rashly give order for the 
firing of any houses, but doe loose them by degrees at as high 
a rate as he can, still preventing nevertheless the enemys seizing 
on them by firing first. 
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The court taking into consideration that the next ensueing 
yeare there will be many tenants and servants freed unto whom 
after their freedom there will be noe land due whereby they may 
w"out some order taken to the contrary settle and seat themselves 
disposedly and in noe such convenient order wherby to bea 
strength to ye colony, have hereupon thought fitt & accordingly 
ordered that the Governor and Council may give unto ye said 
servants and tenants leases for term of years such quantities of land 
as Shalbe needfull proportionably to ye familys of such as in that 
nature shall take leases of any coman as yett untaken up by any 
adventurers or planters w“in ye Colony, yielding and paying 
yearly for every acre one pound of Tobacco. 

The court hath also thought fitt w" ye first means for many 
considerations to seat a sufficient party at Kiskyacke both in 
regard of ye opportunity we shall thereby have to annoy ye 
Indians, & of a good retreat, release we may have been over- 
forced by too powerfull a foreignenemy. And further do resolve 
that noe people shalbe sufferred to sitt down in discomodious 
places whereby they shall not consist of sufficient strength. 

It is ordered that Richard Proctor of Martins Hundred for his 
offence in taxing Capt. Hamor deceased and Mr. Persey unjustly 
of extortion & saying that they were unfitt to sitt at ye councill 
shall suffer one months imprisonment and shall be at the end therof 
sitt in ye pillory and have his ears nailed and shall lastly give 
bond of 300' Tobo. w™ sufficient surityes for his good behaviour 
and to appear at ye next Quarter Court. 

At this Court Capt. Samuel Mathews moved to have licence & 
permission granted unto him to goe into ye Bay and trade for 
corn, whereupon the Court taking into their consideration the 
great losse and damege that happened this harvest by ill weather 
and great winds whereby a very great parte of ye crops fayled 
and it is to be feared lesste some scarcity of corne may ensue in 
this Colony have thought fitt and accordingly ordered that not- 
w'standing all former proclamations published and sett forth to ye 
contrary, it shall and may be lawfull for such as shall be in want 
of corne, haveing obtained leave, to goe into ye Bay and there 
trade for corne. And in paticular doe think fitt yt ye said Capt. 
Mathews having sufficiently provided himself w" a good com- 
panye of men and boats munition, arms offensive and defensive, 
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to goe a trading into any part of ye Bay of Chesapeake & that 
he shall have a comission from the Governor for ye same purposes. 


QUARTER CourRT. 


A court at James citty the 3d of April 1627, being present S' 
George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c., Capt. West, Dr. 
Pott, Capt. Smith, Capt. Mathewes, Mr. Secretary, Capt. 


Tucker, and Mr. Ferrar. 


Whereas by an act made at the Quarter Court in October 
there was a proclamation published to forbid any person of what 
quality soever to buy any comodities aboard any shipp, uppon 
the penalty of 500' of Tobo. and the said comodities on the 
value of the same, it is at this court thought good to mitigate 
the said fine as being too extreme, and now further ordered that 
every one that shall offend as aforesaid in buying of any comod- 
ities aboard any shipp, shall forfeite one hundred weight of Tob® 
& the said comodities &c. brought on the value of the same as 
often as they shall soe offend. 

It is ordered that Michael Wilcoxes for buying 12” of sugar 
aboard the Charitie doe forteite one hundred waight of Tob? & 
twelve pounds of Tob® for the said sugar, & thirty pounds of 
Tob’ for going aboard. 

Whereas not w"standing an order of court made in October 
last past there be many that have neglected to proove the Wills 
and Testements and bringing in the inventories of persons de- 
ceased, it is thought fitt & hereby ordered that Mr. Will’m 
Claybourne, Secretary, doe in more especiall manner take care 
and provide that the like negligince be hereafter prevented, and 
further that Mr. Claybourne shall have full power and authorite 
to sumon such as doe offend in this case to appear at the Court 
at James City before ye Governor and Councill of State, there 
to answer unto ye same. 

Whereas by some information now of late from other Indians, 
we understand there is a purpose in these Indians 0° enemies to 
make a general] assault uppon all o' plantations this spring, it is 
ordered that notice be given by proclamation through the Colo- 
nie that according to a former proclamation published, all dwell- 
ing houses or plantations be strongly palizadoed about and that 
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all men doe carefully stand uppon their guard, keepe sentinell 
uppon their worke men by day & keepe goode watch by night, 
shutting and making fast the gate of their forte, not suffering 
any single men to stragle abroad, where by all danger may be 
prevented. 

At this court there was leave granted that Mr. Secretary 
should have a Comission to goe w“ a boate and a sufficient com- 
pany of men into the Bay, and to discover any rivers or creekes 
w'in the Bay up to the heads of the same & trade with ye In- 
dians for corn, skins or any other Comodities whatsoever. 


A court at James City the 4th of April 1627, being present, ye 
George Yeardley Knt. &c. Governor, Capt. West, Dr. Pott, 
Capt. Smyth, Captain Mathews, Mr. Secretary, Capt. 
Tucker and Mr. Ferrar. 


At this Court the Governor did testifie that presently after the 
arrival of the tenants belonging to the Secretary from England 
himself did advise Mr. Pory to send the said Tenants over the 
Bay and to plant them there, w™ accordingly he did, and so 
made choice of 500 acres of land belonging to his place after- 
wards when himself went over, and seated the said tenants 
uppon the same. 

It is therefore ordered that there be 500 acres of land laid out 
at the place comonly called the secretaries land, att the Eastern 
shore and heretofore planted on by the tenants belonging to sec- 
retaries place, and that if it happen any people to have seated 
themselves w" the bounds thereof, that they do either compound 
w" the Secretary or else deliver upp the land into his possessions. 

It is also hereby provided that if by this means the people 
shall forsake the place and the same shall be left unplanted thai 
the secretary doe take some order to see the same again repeo- 
pled and planted. 


A Court held at James City, the 7th day of May 1627, being 
present S‘ George Yeardley, Knt., &c., Dr. Potts, Capt. 
Roger Smith. 

Whereas it appeareth upon the compl' of Ensigne John Uty, 


(by oaths of John Day and Francis Banks) that Richard Bickley 
hath resisted an opposed him, in his comand, in denying to take 
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armes and discharge his publick dutye, the Court hath ordered, 
that for this his offence he shalbe laid neck and heels 12 hours, 
and at the croppe by way of fine shall pay 1oo' of Tob’. It is 
also ordered at this Court that in regard Roger Dith (by his owne 
confession) hath absented himself from his plantation, (without 
the knowledge or leave of his comander and contrary to an order 
of Court) for the space of eight dayes compleate, that he shall 
pay (according to that order of Court viz: 25' of Tobacco for 
every 24 howers absence) the some of 200' of Tob’. 


A Court held the 21" of May 1627, being present S' George 
Yeardley Knt. &c., Dr. Pott and Capt. Roger Smith. 


It is ordered upon complaint and information made Ensigne 
John Utye of the drunkenness and other misdemeanor of Roger 
Webster that for his fault he shall pay by way of fyne 20' of Tob® 
& put in bond of 300' Tobacco to keepe the goode behavior and 
to make his appearance at the next Quarter Court. 

Upon the petition of Bridges Freeman & James Shight this 
Court doth give them free leave to remove themselves and their 
goods from Martin Brandon unto some place or plantation where 


they may live more secured. 


A Court held 25th June 1627. S‘ George Yeardley, Knt. Gov- 
ernor &c., Capt. Smyth and Mr. Claybourne. 

Whereas Mr. Will’m Barnes and Robert Paramor did on 
Thursday last behaved themselves very negligently on their 
watch, it is therefore ordered that they shall pay 3 days work 
apiece in cutting downe and clearing off such shrubbs and lowe 
woods as are before the town in the fields, & likewise that Good- 
man Osborne for the like offence doe give 1 dayes work. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE VISITORS OF WILLIAM 
AND MARY COLLEGE, 1716. 


[LUDWELL PAPERS, VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTIONS. ] 


At a Generall meeting of the Visitors & Governors of the Col- 
ledge of William & Mary held in the Convocation Roome of 
the said Colledge the 26th day of March, 1716. 


PRESENT. 

The Hon” Alexander Spottswood, Rector. 
James Blair,* Mr. Beverley,@ 
Philip Ludwell,* Mr. Bland,** 
William Basset, Esq.,{ Mr. Clayton, tf 
Mr. Smith,§ Mr. Burwell, tt 
Mr. Anderson, and 
Mr. Jones, || Mr. Randolph.§$§ 


Mr. Jackson declining the keeping the Colledge Table accord- 


* James Blair, D. D., educated at Edinburgh, came to Virginia in 1685; 
appointed commissary of the Bishop of London and e2-officio member 
of the Council in 1690; was the father of William and Mary College and 
its first president; married the daughter of Hon. Benjamin Harrison, of 
‘‘Wakefield,’’ Surry county, and died in 1743, having been a minister 
for fifty-eight, commissary and councellor fifty-four, and President of the 
College fifty years. His brother, Archibald Blair, M. D., also came to 
Virginia; was member of the House of Burgesses for Jamestown in 1718 
and for James City county in 1723, and dying in 1736, left issue: I. John,?* 
born 1686, died November, 1771; member of the House of Burgesses, 
Auditor, member and President of the Council, and acting Governor in 
1768; married Mary, daughter of Rev. John Monro; II. Harrison,? mar- 
ried Dr. George Gilmer; III. Elizabeth,*? married, in 1728, Colonel John 
Bolling, of ‘‘Cobbs,’’ Henrico, now Chesterfield. John and Mary 
(Monro) Blair had issue: I. John,* Burgess 1769, &c., chief justice of the 
General Court, judge of the High Court of Chancery and of the Court 
of Appeals of Virginia, member of the Philadelphia Convention of 1787, 
and justice of the U. S. Supreme Court; died August 31, 1800, leaving 
no children who survived childhood; II. James,’ M. D., married, in 
1771, Kitty Eustace, of New York, and d. s. p. December, 1772; III. 
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ing to his former Agreement, It is ordered that notice be given 


Sarah,* married Colonel Wilson Cary, of ‘‘ Ceeleys,’’ Warwick county; 
IV. Ann,*® married Colonel John Banister, of ‘‘ Battersea,’’ Dinwiddie 
county; V. Christian,* born 1727, died January 2, 1784; married Colonel 
Armistead Burwell, of ‘*Stoneland,’’ Mecklenburg county; VI. Eliza- 
beth, married, in 1768, Captain William Thompson, of the British Navy. 


t Philip Ludwell, son of Philip Ludwell, of ‘‘Greenspring,’’ James 
City county, Virginia, who was Governor of Carolina and long member 
of the Virginia Council, and his wife, Lucy, daughter of Robert Higgin- 
son, and widow of Lewis Burwell and William Bernard, was born at 
‘*Carter’s Creek,’’ Gloucester, and died January 11, 1726-7. He was 
member of the Council and Auditor-General of Virginia, and married, 
November 11, 1697, Hannah, daughter of Benjamin Harrison, Esq., of 
‘“Wakefield’ (sister to the wife of Dr. Blair). They had: (1) Lucy, 
who married Colonel John Grymes, of ‘‘ Brandon,’’ Middlesex, Re- 
ceiver-General and member of the Council; (2) Hannah, married 
Thomas Lee, President of the Council, and was mother of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence; (3) Philip, born at ‘‘ Greenspring ”’ 
December 28, 1716, married Frances, daughter of Charles Grymes, of 
Richmond county; was member of the Council, and died in England 
March 25, 1767. With him the male line of the Virginia Ludwells 
ended. 

t William Bassett, of ‘‘Eltham,’’ New Kent county, Virginia, son of 
Captain William Bassett and his wife, Bridget, daughter of Miles Cary, 
was born 1670 and died October 11, 1723; was a member of the House 
of Burgesses and the Council, and married Joanna, daughter of Lewis 
Burwell (2d), of ‘‘ Carter’s Creek,’’ also a member of the Council. He 
was the father of William Bassett, of ‘‘ Eltham,’’ member of the House 
of Burgesses, who died in 1744; grandfather of Burwell Bassett, of ‘‘ El- 
tham,’’ member of the House of Burgesses, of the Revolutionary Con- 
vention and of that of 1788, and great grandfather of Burwell Bassett, 
of ‘‘Eltham,’’ M. C. 1805-13, 1815-19, and 1821-31. 


ZJohn Smith, of Gloucester county, son of Colonel Lawrence Smith, 
of the same county, was member of the Council 1715, &c., and County 
Lieutenant of Gloucester. He had numerous descendants in Gloucester. 


|| Rev. Emmanuel Jones, son of John Jones, of Anglesea, matriculated 
at Oriel College, Oxford, April 26, 1687, aged 19; B. A. 3d March, 1691-2; 
came to Virginia in 1700, and was minister of Petsworth Parish, Glou- 
cester, until his death January 29, 1738. His tomb, with a mutilated 
coat-of-arms, is at the site of Petsworth Church. His son, Emmanuel, 
was usher at the College and master of the Indian School. 


{ Peter Beverley, of Gloucester county, Speaker of the House of Bur- 
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by the Governors of the Colledge that such persons as are will- 


gesses, Treasurer, and member of the Council. See this Magazine, 
October, 1895. 


” 


** Richard Bland, of ‘‘Jordan’s Point,’’ Prince George county, born 
August 11, 1665, died April ro, 1720. He was son of Theoderick Bland, 
of ‘‘ Berkeley ’’ and ‘‘ Westover,’’ Charles City county, who was Speaker 
of the House of Burgesses and member of the Council; was himself a 
member of the House of Burgesses; married Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Randolph, of ‘Turkey Island,’’ Henrico county, and was 
father of Richard Bland, of ‘‘Jordan’s Point,’’ born May 6, 1710, died 
October 26, 1776, the distinguished statesman of the Revolution, and 
member of the Old Congress. 


tt John Clayton, born 1665, died November 18, 1737, studied at one of 
the universities (probably Cambridge), admitted to the Inner Temple 
June 6, 1682; was called to the bar, and coming to Virginia in 1705, was 
appointed Attorney-General of the Colony in 1714, and held the office 
until his death. He -was also judge of the Court of Admiralty, fre- 
quently a member of the House of Burgesses, presiding justice of James 
City county, and recorder of Williamsburg. He was brother of Lieuten- 
ant-General Jasper Clayton, of the English Army, who was killed at Det- 
tingen 1743; son of Sir John Clayton, of London, and Parson’s Green, Ful- 
ham, Middlesex, England, and of the Inner Temple, who was knighted 
1664, and his wife, Alice, daughter of Sir William Bowyer, of Denham, 
Bucks., Baronet; and grandson of Sir Jasper Clayton, of St. Edmunds, 
Lombard Street, London, Mercer, who was knighted at Guildhall July 
5, 1660. 

Attorney-General Clayton had issue: |. John, born at Fulham, Eng- 
land, 1685, and died in Gloucester county, Virginia, December 15, 1773. 
He came to Virginia in 1705, was an eminent botanist, member of some 
of the most learned societies of Europe, President of the Virginia Soci- 
ety for Promoting Useful |.nowledge, 1773, and author of ‘‘ Flora Vir- 
ginica.’’ He was for fifty years clerk of Gloucester, and had a botanical 
garden at his estate, ‘‘ Windsor,’ in that county. He married, January 
2, 1723, Elizabeth Whiting, of Gloucester; II. Arthur, stated by his 
brother to have been ‘‘clerk of a county on the upper part of York 
River’? [New Kent?], and who died in 1733, his wife surviving him. 
Whether they had children is not known; III. Thomas, M. D., educated 
at Pembroke College, Cambridge, and afterwards completed his medical 
studies in London; married Isabella Lewis, of ‘‘ Warner Hall,’’ Glou- 
ce ter county, Virginia, and died October 17, 1739, aged 38. He had 
an only child who died in infancy. His armorial tomb is at ‘‘ Warner 


Hall.”’ 
John Clayton, the botanist, had several sons and daughters. He states 
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ing to undertake the keeping of the Colledge table do deliver in 
their proposals to the Rector of the Colledge between this and 
the next Generall Court, and that thereupon the Rector be im- 
powered and desired to call a committee for considering the said 


in a letter that his eldest son was named John, and that as soon as he 
was prepared he would send him to Cambridge. He also was the father 
of Captain Jasper Clayton, of ‘‘ Windsor,’’ clerk of the Gloucester 
Committee of Safety in 1775-6, and who, in 1776, had two sons, Jasper 
and Thomas Whiting Clayton. Jasper Clayton, Jr., the last named, is 
said to have served in the cavalry of the Revolutionary army. He mar- 
ried Courtney, daughter of Colonel John Baylor, of ‘‘ Newmarket,”’ 
Caroline county, and had issue: (1) Arthur B., born 1800, died March 
31, 1845; married his cousin, Jane Hatley Baylor, of ‘‘ Newmarket,’ and 
was the father of Jasper S. Clayton, of Chesterfield county; (2) Baylor; 
(3) Caroline; (4) Courtney, married ——— Harris, of Nelson county. 
Colonel William Clayton, of New Kent, who was a member of the 
House of Burgesses from 1769 (and perhaps earlier) to 1774, of the Con- 
ventions of 1776 and 1788, and of the House of Delegates, and Colonel 
William Beverley Clayton, who was clerk of New Kent from 1787 to 
1803, and perhaps later, are stated to have been of this family. Ar- 
thur Clayton, who was a member of the House of Delegates from Louisa 
in 1817 and 1818, Jasper S. Clayton, who was appointed a justice of Mat- 
thews county in 1791, and Joseph and James Clayton, who were living in 
Gloucester in 1840, were doubtless also of this family. A letter written 
the library and herbarium 


in 1776 says there were then at ‘‘ Windsor 
of John Clayton, and a number of portraits by Kneller and others [what 
has become of these portraits?]. The Clayton arms are: Argent/, a 
cross engratled sable, between four torteaux. See Wallace's Historical 
Magazine, October, 1891, for proofs of descent given above, with ex- 
tracts from letters, &c., and an engraving of the arms. Any additional 
information in regard to this family of Clayton will be published with 
pleasure in the Magazine. 


”” 


tt Probably Nathaniel Burwell, of ‘‘Carter’s Creek,’’ son of Lewis 
Burwell, of the Council, who was a member of the House of Burgesses, 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Carter, of ‘‘ Corotoman,’’ and died 
in 1721, leaving issue: Lewis Burwell, President of the Council and act- 
ing Governor; Robert Burwell, of Isle of Wight county, also member of 
the Council; Carter Burwell, of ‘‘ The Grove,’’ James City county, and 
others. Or it may have been Lewis Burwell, of ‘‘ King’s Mill,’’ James 
City county, a half brother of Nathaniel. 


22 Probably William Randolph, of ‘‘ Turkey Island,’’ second of the 
name, who was afterwards member of the Council. 











PROCEEDINGS OF VISITORS OF W. & M. COLLEGE. 165 


proposals, and agreeing on such Terms as the said committee 
shall Judge reasonable. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Ministers who 
preach before the Generall Court, together with such of the Gov- 
ernors of the Colledge as shall then be in Town, on the next 
Monday after such preaching Respectively to examine the schol- 
ars, what progress they have made in their Learning pursuant to 
a former order of the Visitors & Governors, and that it be also 
recommended to such of the Clergy as are Governors at the col- 
ledge that whenever their occasions shall call them to Town, to 
take the trouble of examining the said scholars, and to report 
what they think necessary therein to the next Generall meeting. 


Ordered, That it be an established Rule for the future that 
the masters of the Colledge allow no more play days to the 
scholars at the Request of any person whatever than one after- 
noon in a month, except onely upon the comeing of a new 
scholar, when they may allow one afternoon extraordinary upon 
every such occasion and no more. 

The Rector acquainting the Visitors & Governors that upon 
Mr. Jackson’s declining to teach the Indian children he had ap- 
pointed Mr. Christopher Smith to succeed him in that Imploy- 
ment, and said Christopher Smith is hereby approved of as a 
Master to that said Indian * * and ordered that he have the 
same allowance of Sallary as was given Mr. Jackson. 

The office of Deputy Surveyor Generall being vaccant by the 
death of Major William Buckner * it is the opinion of this meet- 





* Major William Buckner, of York county. He was appointed justice 
of that county 1694, was sheriff 1695 and 1696, and member of the House 
of Burgesses 1698 and 1699. He is frequently mentioned in contempo- 
rary records, and appears to have been a merchant with extensive busi- 
ness in the colony and England. He was probably a grandson of John 
Buckner, the immigrant. There is on record in Stafford the will of 
Philip Buckner (who was a justice of that county in 1693), dated Novem- 
ber 21, 1699, and proved April 10, 1700. His legatees were Judy Bol- 
trup, and his sons, Robert and Andrew; he appoints his ‘‘cozen Wm. 
Buckner of York’’ his executor, and in case he refused to act, his 
‘“cozen Thomas Buckner of York.’’ The executor is to take his sons 
down [to York] with him that they may have learning. William and 
Thomas Buckner were doubtless brothers. The latter, Major Thomas 
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ing that Coll® Peter Beverley be appointed to execute said office, 
and that it is proper the Commission issue in the name of Presi- 
dent Blair as onely surviving Trustee of the Colledge now resi- 
dent in Virginia, by and with the advice of the Visitors and 
Governors. 

Resolved, That all the surveyors be forthwith required to take 
out New Commissions for their respective offices. 

Resolved, That the said surveyors do give bond with good 
security for duly answering to the Colledge yearly in April Gen- 
erall Court the share due to the Colledge out of the profits of 
their respective offices. 

Resolved, That the Deputy Surveyor Gen" have power to sus- 
pend such of the s* surveyors as shall fail to make such payments. 

Ordered, That it be an Instruction to the Surveyor Gen" that 
"he give noe new commission to any of the present Surveyors 
untill they have respectively paid all the arrears due from them 
to the Colledge. 

Ordered, That the surveyors in the Northern Neck be under 
the same regulation as the surveyors of the other counties in 
this Colony. 

Resolved, That the fee to the surveyor Gen" for every survey- 
ors commission in the countys of Stafford, Richmond, Essex, 
King & Queen, King William, New Kent, Henrico, Prince 
George, Surry, Isle of Wight & Nansemond, being the Frontier 
couties, be two guineas, and for each of the other Inland coun- 


tys, one guinea. 


Buckner, was a Burgess for York 1698 and 1699. There was in York in 
1698 a suit between Thomas Buckner and Sarah, his wife, and David 
Alexander and Ann, his wife (Sarah and Ann being daughters and co- 
heirs of Mr. Francis Morgan), in regard to a tract of land patented by 
their grandfather, Francis Morgan, September 23, 1637. John Buckner, 
probably a son of one of these brothers, was justice of York 1728-41, 
and Burgess for that county in 1736. There is in York a deed, dated 
1751, from Griffin Stith, of Northampton county, conveying a lot in 
Yorktown which John Buckner, of Yorktown, left him by his will re- 
corded in King George county. There is on record in Stafford a power 
of attorney, dated March 21, 1699, from William Buckner, of Yorktown, 
to Francis Coney, formerly of Yorktown, but now resident in Stafford, 
to act for him in regard to the will of his (William Buckner’s) uncle, 


Philip Buckner. 
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And for the farther Encouragement of the said Surveyor Gen" 
it is ordered that five per cent be allowed him on all Money he 
shall Receive from the Respective Surveyors for the benefitt of 
the Colledge. | 

On the severall petitions of Henry Baker* and John Milner ¢ for 
the office of Nanzemond, vacant by the death of Coll? Thomas 


* Henry Baker, of Nansemond, was doubtless a member of a family 
long prominent in that county and Isle of Wight. In 1644 Lawrence 
Baker and James Taylor patented 500 acres in Hog Island, in the pres- 
ent Surry county. Captain Lawrence Baker, doubtless the same person, 
was a justice of Surry from 1652 to his death in 1681, and a member of 
the House of Burgesses from 1666 to 1677. His will was dated March 
18 and proved September 6, 1681, and by it he left his whole estate to 
his wife, Elizabeth, and his daughter, Catherine, wife of Arthur Allen, 
of Surry county. There is on record in Surry an acknowledgment, 
dated May, 1676, of a deed to Henry Gray by Lawrence and Henry 
Baker, attorneys of ‘‘ Mr. Baker’’ for that purpose. Also a power of 
attorney, May, 1676, from Elizabeth, wife of Lawrence Baker, to her 
kinsman, Henry Baker, authorizing him to acknowledge a deed made 
by said Lawrence Baker. The will of a Henry Baker, dated February 
24, 1697, was proved in Surry July 2, 1700. His legatees were his wife, 
Sarah, youngest daughter, Rebecca, sons, Henry, Edward, and William, 
grandson, William Baker, and daughters, Mary, Susannah, Elizabeth, 
Alice, Sarah, and Anne. Also in Surry a certificate of the court, March 
4, 1683-4, for land to Henry Baker in consideration of his coming twice to 
Virginia. Ina grant of 1,300 acres in Isle of Wight to Henry Mathews, 
July 10, 1666, Lawrence Baker, Elizabeth Baker, John Baker, James 
Baker, and Joseph Baker are among the head-rights. Henry Baker was 
a justice of Isle of Wight 1685, 1698, and 1702. Henry Baker sheriff of 
Nansemond 1712. There is recorded in Surry a deed, dated 1704, to 
Lawrence Baker, of Isle of Wight. Henry Baker patented land in Nan- 
semond 1699. Lawrence Baker was vestryman of Newport Parish, Isle 
of Wight, 1724. Baker Burgess for Nansemond 1738. James 
Baker surveyor of Isle of Wight 1744. Richard Baker vestryman of the 
upper parish of Isle of Wight 1747. Richard Baker Burgess for Isle of 
Wight 1768 and 1769. Richard Baker, clerk of Isle of Wight, died 
October, 1771. Benjamin Baker member of Convention of 1774 from 
Nansemond. In 1762 Richard Baker petitioned the General Assembly 
for pay for the services of his brother, James Baker, a lieutenant in the 
Virginia regiment, who had raised large bodies of Tuscarora and Not- 
toway Indians and marched them to the defence of the frontiers, and 
had been killed in action near Fort Duquesne. The Assembly took 
favorable action on the petition. Lawrence Baker sheriff of Isle of 
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Milner, the visitors do hereby nominate Mr. Henry Baker to be 
surveyor of the said County if upon examination he shall be 
found qualified for that Imployment. 

On the petition of Zorobabel Presson he is hereby appointed 
surveyor of Northampton County if upon Examination he shall 
be found fitt for that Imployment. 

On the petition of H * * * appointed surveyor of the county 
of Westmoreland * * * * Thompson deceased if upon examina- 
tion he shall be found Qualified for that Imployment. 

On the petition of Richard * * hereby nominated surveyor 
of York County in the room of * * illiam Buckner deceased if 
upon examination he shall be found Qualified for that Imploy- 


ment. 
Cole Diggs * Gent: is elected a v * * Governor of the Colledge 
in the Room of Major William Buckner deceased. 


Wight 1785-6. Benjamin Baker member of the House of Delegates 
from Nansemond in 1820. Judge Richard H. Baker, of Norfolk, was of 
the Isle of Wight and Nansemond family. There is recorded in Surry 
a power of attorney, dated October 20, 1705, from Madam Sarah Bland 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Baker. 


+ Colonel Thomas Milner lived in Nansemond in 1675; was clerk of 
the House of Burgesses 1681-4, and Speaker 1691-3. His daughter, 
Mary, born August 6, 1667, married Colonel Miles Cary, of ‘‘ Richneck,”’ 
Warwick, and died October 27, 1700. The family of Milner was long 
resident in Nansemond. Francis Milner was sheriff of that county in 
1699, and justice 1702. Thomas Milner was a Burgess from Nansemond 
1702, and justice and surveyor. John Milner lived in Nansemond in 
1742. ‘* Thomas Milner, Jr..’’ lived in the county in 1755, and a Thomas 
Milner owned land and probably lived there in 1772. The tomb of Mrs. 
Mary (Milner) Cary bears arms: fer pale or and sable a chevron between 
these horse-bits countercharged. Crest: A horse’s head couped, ar, bri- 
dled and maned or; and the epitaph states she was the daughter of 
Thomas and Mary Milner, late of Nansemond county, deceased; so the 
first Colonel Milner died before 1700. 


* Cole Digges, of ‘‘ Belfield,’’ York county, born 1692, died 1744, was 
son of Dudley Digges, member of the Council, grandson of Edward 
Digges, Governor of Virginia, and great grandson of Sir Dudley Digges, 
master of the Rolls, emp. Charles I. Cole Digges was a member of 
the House of Burgesses and was appointed to the Council in 1719. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Dr. Henry Power, of York county, and 
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On the petition of William Levingston* leave is given him to 
make use of the lower Room at the South end of the Colledge 
for teaching the Scholars and others to dance untill his own danc- 
ing school in Williamsburg be finished. 

William Craig is hereby appointed Porter of the Colledge and 
ordered that he take care that the Gates be safely locked & Se- 
cured each night, that no vagrant person be permitted to loyter 
or lodge in the s* Colledge, and that the chimneys be kept clean 
swept. And it is further ordered that he take charge of the Col- 
ledge pasture and account with the Colledge for the profits thereof 
untill some person be appointed to keep the Colledge Table. 

The visitors & Governors proceeded to the choice of a Rector 
for the ensueing year, and thereupon Coll’? Philip Ludwell was 
chosen Rector, & accordingly took the oath for the due execu- 
tion of his s* office. 

At a General meeting of the Visitors & Governors of the Colledge 

of William and Mary held the 13" of June 1716. 

PRESENT. 


Philip Ludwell, Esq: Rector. 
The Hon” Alexander Spotswood, Governor. 


Mr. President Blair, Mr. Beverly, 
John Smith, Esq., Mr. Clayton, 
Nath" Harrison, Esq., Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Diggs, 


Mr. Anderson. 
was the father of Dudley Digges, member of the General Committee of 
Safety in 1775-6, and of the Council of State during the Revolution. 

* William Levingston, in 1716, contracted with Charles Stagg and 
Mary, his wife, dancing master and theatrical manager, to operate the 
first theatre in America at Williamsburg. Levingston is styled ‘‘ of New 
Kent, merchant.’’ The theatre was built where the Tucker house now 
stands, and plays produced until Stagg’s death. York Records in Wil- 
liam and Mary Quarterly. 

+ Nathaniel Harrison, of ‘‘ Wakefield,’’ Surry county, born August 8, 
1677, died November 30, 1727, was son of Benjamin Harrison, of 
‘*Wakefield”” (also of the Council), and was member of the Council 
and Auditor. He was ancestor of the Harrisons of ‘‘ Wakefield’’ and 
‘* Brandon.”’ 
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Mr. Cole Diggs being chosen a visitor and Governor of the 
Colledge took the usuall oath for the due discharge of that trust. 

Mr. Blackamore by his petition signifying his inclination to goe 
for England at the end of six months and praying that the vis- 
itors and Governors will be pleased to acquit him of a small debt 
due to the Colledge and likewise take off his books and Globes 
which are proper for the Colledge Library at a reasonable price 
for the better enabling him to discharge his engagements here. 
It is accordingly ordered that the s* Mr. Blackamore be dis- 
charged at the end of the said six months from his attendance 
as master of the Grammar School. And it is further ordered 
that it be referred to Mr. Com’y Blair to examine into the value 
of the debt due from the said Blackamore and if it exceed not 
Twenty pounds that the same be remitted him, And it is also 
ordered that the Books & Globes belonging to the said Blacka- 
more be valued and purchased for the use of the Colledge Li- 
brary in case the said Blackamore * * dispose thereof before 
his departure out of the Country. 

Ordered that it be referred * * * committee to make 
enquiry as soon as possible if a fitt person can be found in this 
Country to be master of the Grammar School upon Mr. Blacka- 
mores * * and if none such is to be found here that they then 
have power to * *  L. Bishop of London Chancellor of the 
Colledge requesting his * * * send one Quallifyed for that 
charge from England, and that they * * * the Secretary of 
the society for propogating the Gospell, that if amongst the sev- 
eral men of Learning that apply to the Society for Imployments 
in the Plantations, he knows of any fitt for the office aforesaid, he 
will be pleased to recommend them to the Bishop of London for 
his Lord** approbation. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the said committee to treat & 
agree with any person who shall undertake the keeping of the 
Colledge Table upon the best terms they can, having regard to 
the characters and circumstances of the persons that offer. 

Resolved, That the bedsteads of the scholars be made of Iron 
according to the model prepared by Daniel Jones. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee to send to Eng- 
land for Standing furniture for the Colledge Kitchen, Brewhouse, 
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and Laundry, & that they also send for a bell of 18 inches Di- 
ameter at the Brimms for the use of the Colledge. 

On the motion of the surveyor Gen", Resolved, that the sur- 
veyors ought to account yearly for all surveys by them made 
whether they have received payment for them or not at the time 
of their accounting. 

Ordered, that William Lowry * surveyor of Warwick & Eliz: 
Citty Countys have allowance in his next account for 291 pounds 
of Tobacco paid by him to Major Buckner more than he was 
chargeable with. 

Zerobabel Preson being deputed by the Surveyor Gen" to be 
surveyor of the county of Accomack in the Room of Charles 
Bailey dec’d is approved of by the Visitors & Governors. 

Whereas, the Hon” his Majestys Lieutenant Governor was 
this day pleased to informe this meeting that for sundry reasons 
he did not think Simon Jeffrys a fitt person to execute the office 
of Surveyor, nor to be entrusted in any office wherein his Majes- 
tys Right concerned, And desiring that the visitors and Gover- 
nors would enquire into the charactere and behaviour of the s* 
Jeffrys, It is thereupon ordered, that the s* Simon Jeffrys be 
suspended from his office of Surveyor of James Citty County 
untill the next Gen" meeting. 

The visitors and Governors taking into consideration the great 
want of a Professor of Philosophy and Mathematicks, and being 
resolved (now that the expense of building is now well nigh at 
an end) to provide according to the ability of the Colledge from 
time to time such masters as are necessary have thought fitt 
to Order that it be referred to the Committee to write to my 
Lord Bishop of London to send in a fitt person for Professor of 
said sciences of Philosophy and Mathematicks, And whereas 
Mr. James Fontaine who hath for some years taught a private 


* The will of William Lowry, dated May 15, was proved in Elizabeth 
City county September 16, 1724. Legatees: the four children of de- 
ceased daughter, Ann, wife of Thomas Kirbie; sons, William, John, 
and Captain Edward Lowry; daughter, Margaret Booker, grandson, 
William Booker, grandson, William Lowry, daughters-in-law, Martha 
Tabb, Mary Lowry, and Jane Lowry; son-in-law, Richard Booker. 
Speaks of his money in England and Ireland. He was one of the 
feoffees of Hampton in 1719. 
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accademy in the citty of D. * * been recommended as a fitt 
person for that Imployment, That it be further recommended 
to his Lord® to enquire into the Qualifycations of the s* Mr. Fon- 
taine and if the same prove agreeable to his Lordship that the 
Visitors and Governors are desirous he should be preferred to 
any other that shall offer. 

Ordered, That Math" Allen be paid forthe * * including 
the turning of the Bannisters fifteen pounds. 

Mr. Diggs is hereby appointed * * * standing commit- 
tee of the visitors and Governors in the Room of Mr. Buckner 

On consideration of the petition * * * of Mr. Christo- 
pher Jackson, ordered that he be allowed and paid what he hath 


* * ged for Books for the Indian Boys and 4s. for each p. 
annum in consideration * * * them paper, pens and Ink. 
Ordered that the Clerk of the * * * write to Mr. Perry 


to send in paper Quills and Ink powder for the use of * * 


Indian boys at the Colledge. 

On the petition of Christopher Smith Master to the Indian 
children, ord’ that on consid" that there are but few of them now 
at the school he be allowed 25° p annum, that he have pasturage 
for his horse, firewood for his chamber and the liberty of teaching 
such English Children as shall be put to him and that a partition 
be erected at the charge of the Colledge to separate the s* Eng- 
lish children from the Indians. 

On reading the Several petitions of Robt: Macky, Robt: Mills 
James Mclaughland and Thomas Rue complaining against Val- 
entine Minge surveyor of New Kent County for delaying to sur- 
vey the several Tracts of Land ent* for by the petition™. It is 
ordered that the Surveyor Gen" appoint him a time for laying off 
the s* Land and in case he do not survey the same Accordingly 
he be suspended from his office. 


At a meeting of the Masters & Visitors of the Colledge held 
June the 20” 1716. 
PRESENT. 
The Rector, 
The Hon’ the Governor, 
Mr. President Blair, 
Mr. Clayton. 
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This committee having no offer made them for keeping the 
Colledge table have thought fitt to order that the Visitors and 
Governors in their Several Neighborhoods do treat with any per- 
son or persons that shall be willing to undertake the same, and 
that upon reasonable offers made such persons have notice to 
attend the next General meeting. 


Ordered that the Clerk of the Colledge prepare Letters for the 
Rectors signing pursuant to the directions of the last general 
meeting to the Bishop of London and Mr. James Fountain in 
relation to ye sd. Fountain’s being Professor of Philosophy and 
Mathematicks at the Colledge. 


Mr. Mongo Ingles * having signified his readiness to accept the 
office of Master of the Grammar School upon the Resignation of 
Mr. Blackamore, Mr. President Blair is desired * * * 
him that this Committeee do accept the s* offer and that he may 
prepare * * * to enter into that office as soon as Mr. 
Blackamores time is expired. 

Ordered, that the Clerk of the Colledge prepare an Invoice of 
such Kitchen furniture as is needed * the Colledge & send 
the same to Mr. Micajah and Richard Perry. 

Ordered, that the furniture * mentioned be sent for from 
England for the use of the Colledge, viz: 


2 Doz: handsome leather chairs for the Convocation Roome. 
1 p" of and Irons, Fire shovel and Tongs and Fender. 

1 p. of Green broad cloath. 

1 Ingine for Quenching Fire. 

2 Doz: leather Bucketts with the Colledge Cypher thereon. 


Ordered, that the Clerk of the Colledge write to Mr. Perry 
to send in for the use of the Indian children such a number of 
Testaments, Bibles and the whole Duty of man as shall be nec- 
essary, and likewise paper Quills and Ink powder for the use of 
the s* children. ; 





* Mingo Ingles, a Scotchman, was master of the Grammar School of 
William and Mary in 1712. He married Anne, daughter of James Bray, 
Esq., of James City county. In 1753 their heir-at-law was Judith Bray 
Ingles, then the wife of William Armistead. 
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Ordered, that the clerk of the Colledge send for such paper 
Books as are necessary for the keeping the Colledge Accounts, 
together with paper Quills, penknives and Ink. 


At a Generall meeting of the Visitors and Governors of the 
Colledge the 24th of October, 1716. 


PRESENT. 

Mr. Rector, 
The Governor, Mr. Beverley, 
Robt. Carter, Esq., Mr. Clayton, 
Mr. Pres’d‘ Blair, Mr. Burwell, 
William Bassett, Esq., Mr. Diggs, 
Nath" Harrison, Esq., Mr. Bland. 


Mr. Chiswell in behalf of Mrs. Mary Barrett offering to under- 
take the keeping the Colledge table at the rate of 411 p. annum 
for each scholar with the other advantages allowed to Mr. Jack- 
son. Thes* Mrs. Barrett being also furnished at the expense of 
the Colledge with a servant to Shutt the Gates, ring the bell and 
to help to clean the house or in lue of such servant Ten pounds, 
and that the s* Servant shall attend as Doorkeeper at the Public 
meetings of the visitors. The s* proposall is accepted for one 
year, And it is ordered that the keeping of the table commence 
at the Return of the scholars after the Christmas vacation. 


Ordered, that Mrs. Barrett take care that what firewood is 
used by her off the Colledge Land be in the first place of such 
Trees as are already fallen, in the next place such Trees as are 
decaying, and lastly that such growing Trees as shall be cut 
down for fireing be entirely used so farr as any part thereof are 
fitt for that purpose. 


Ordered, that the out Houses about the Colledge be repaired 
for the use of the House Keeper, she being obliged to keep 
them in the like repair. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the Committee to assign such 
Rooms as they shall Judge proper for the conveniency of the 
House Keeper and her servants. 
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Ordered, that Sash Glass be provided from England for the 
Colledge Hall and that the same be fitted up inframes * and 


that some spare Glass be also writ for to repair the windows of 


the Colledge. 


The Committee reported that they had treated with Mr. Ingles 
and that he is willing to undertake the office of master of the 
Grammar School, and the said Mr. Ingles is accordingly ap- 
proved. 


Ordered that such tenants as are Seated on the Colledge Lands 
and have not yet had leases granted them shall have leases ten- 
dered them upon condition of paying all arrears of Rent al- 
ready accrued. 


Ordered that suit be brought against such surveyors and the 
Exec" of those that are dead as are in debt to the Colledge and 
that Mr. Attorney Gen" be desired to consider of the proper way 
of bringing the s° suits. 


On the petition of Arthur Blackamore it is ordered that if he 
behaves himselfe well for the time he is to act as Master of the 
Grammar school he be allowed and paid £12 Curr™ money in 
consideration of his furnishing firewood for the school for the 
time he has been master. 


On the petition of Christopher Smith he is hereby nominated 
& appointed surveyor of New Kent County in the Roome of 
Valentine Minge. 


ORI S 
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LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 


July 23" 1692. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

Sr. In my last by Capt. Scott of Bristol I returned you a 
full answer to yours and therein acquainted you with Bills Ex- 
change drawn on you for £14 payable to Mr. Bertrand, which I 
would have you accept when they arrive to hand, also I have 
given youa miserable account of Mrs. Lettens expectations, 
which upon examination and diligent review of her Tob’, now 
comes under such circumstances, that indeed I am ashamed, 
there being but nine hh* fit to ship her, the rest being damnifyed 
& stolen, as to that damnifyed its irretreevable, as to the stolen I 
shall endeavour it if I can and whats to be got secure for her 
another year, if any, as to her old debts, not a penny to be got 
this year, Tob? being worth something and most or all those 
debts worth little or nothing. I have sent the letter to herself 
inclosed and open, purpose for your perusal. I guess upon seeing 
it and her bills of loading she may passionately fly out against 
me, till she has either well weighed things herself, or is moder- 
ated by your reason, which in justice I must expect from you, 
because I entered into her service merely upon your commands 
and gave her an assurance her Tob’ should or would be ready, 
which I accordingly performed & he not taking freight (though 
positively desired) was the occasion of this present loss and dam- 
age and I am a more considerable sufferer of my own then lying 
upon my hands by the disapointment of freight and want of a 
market. Sr. As your late purchased villa gives you the happy 
opportunity of retirement, so it gives at the same time the see- 
cret and pleasant enjoyment of yourself and a true Epicurian con- 
tentment, that is, a real satisfaction of the mind, which I heartily 
& sincerely wish you. In my last letter of last year I sent fora 
good still of about forty gallons, of which I doubt your reception, 
because you mention nothing thereof in yours, if that letter has 
miscarried pray let this supply its place, in repeating my request 
for such a still, as also to send mein one of the lightest and 
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cheapest Calashes, you can meet with, to be drawn with one 
horse, for so it will be oftenest used, though I would have fur- 
niture for two at the least. S' As your country retirement takes 
me off from the expectation of much business, from you, so it 
adds to my desires of having of receiving some moral Essays 
from you which would be extremely welcome to 
Your Wff. 

To Mr. Nich* Hayward &c. 


July 23" 1692. 
Madam Letten: 

I admire that I should not receive one line from you 
neither this year nor last, considering I gave you a full account of 
the disposal of your goods, the sum of Tob® they amounted to 
and assurance that it should be all ready and received to comply 
with freight, which I directed should be certainly taken, I being 
sO positive in mine, did not question but you would have taken 
care accordingly and pursuant thereunto re“ the same, which 
ever since has lain under your mark and now upon the plenty & 
reasonableness of freight sending to have it open* and received 
some of it was stolen and some damnifyed, so that all the good 
Tob’ I could raise for you amounted to but ten hh®* for some of 
your old debts, I could not get in a pound this year, & coming 
aboard Capt. Goodridge’s ship when some of those ten hh* 
came on board, I have a desire to take a farther view of them 
myself and found one of the number that I looked upon, though 
indifferent good, that I thought it more for your advantage to 
have it carried on shoar than to run the hazard of shipping of 
that which in my opinion would not answer freights. Now Mad- 
am having thus clearly laid down the matter to you, I must re- 
quest you to call reason to the helm before you give your censure 
and consider where the fault lyes & withall to consult Mr. Hay- 
ward of the nature and method of our dealing and the bulkiness 
distance and uncertainty of our Tob’? buying here and then I 
don’t question though you are the loser, you will clear me of 
blame. I intend to use my endeavours to get some of that is stolen 
& if I do you shall have an account thereof next year, as also what 
more of your debts I can get for you next year and what I can 
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get I will contrive to send you by the first conveniency. Here 
enclosed you" receive a bill of loading for nine hh® which I hope 
will prove good, come safe to hand and produce such a market, 
that may help to answer some of your hopes, which is heartily 
wished by 

Your Wff. 


To Mrs. Susanna Letten in London. 


July 20th, 1693. 
Mr. George Mason: 

S'. Here inclosed comes bill Loading for two hh™ of my 
sweet scented Tob®. I am made to believe by all that have hith- 
erto had any of it, both here and in England that it produces 
pleasing smoak & I am sure the weights are good; I desire you 
to dispose of it to my best advantage, and keep the money in 
your hands till my farther order. Mr. James Scot's information 
gave me assurance that you would not take this as trouble, and 
that a future correspondence will not be unpleasing to you, if 
you please to signifie the same by the next opportunity it will be 
thankfully acknowledged by your 

Wft. 
To Mr. George Mason. 


July 23rd, 1693. 
Mr. Cornelius Serjeant: 

S". In my former by Capt. Totterdell, I gave you an account 
of four hh* sweet scented Tob’ that I had then shipped and con- 
signed you (here inclosed I send you a second bill of Loading) 
which I am sure of you" dispose to my best advantage, in that 
also I gave you an account that Walters his money cannot be 
gotten here, therefore request you to sue him there, if he refuses 
payment of his debt £7 the original bill 15 p. cent by the laws 
of the country for damages upon protested bills of Exchange, 
which comes to twenty one shillings and for the protest money 
paid by you five shillings which makes in the whole 8¥ 6sh., 
which if he should refuse to pay you must if you can get him 
arrested and withall tell Capt. Moore to use some care to make 
the Doct. pay it otherwise he knows he is lyable himself as being 
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the Doctors security, with that money and what my Tob*® pro- 
duces, please to send me in these things following, or as much 
of them proportionably, 5 or 6 p™ Bedminster stuff, 1 p* of cot- 
ton, 1 p* of Kerseys, 6 P* of blue linnen, a bayle of canvas or 
the same quantity of English canvas, 30 ells of sheeting holland 
& some nails of divers sorts, hoes and axes to make up the 
money, but I would have you let alone the Iron ware Rather 
than any of the above things. I expect to hear timely from 
you; Iam 
S' Your Wff. 

To Mr. Cornelius Serjeant, Tobaconist. 


July 31st, 1693. 
Mr. George Mason: 

S'. This comes only to secure that by Capt. Scott with a 
second bill of loading also for the two hh* sweet scented Tob? 
consigned you in him, if it proves according to expectation and 
the good esteem that it hath hitherto lain under. I believe every 
year I shall send you some, I question not your carefull disposal 
thereof to my best advantage and what money it produces, as | 
said in my former I desire you to keep in your hands till my far- 
ther order, but doubting if the London Fleet should again fail 
us, or the ships where my expected goods are should misscarry, 
I desire that you will order Capt. Scott, or whom else you shall 
employ for your merchant in our parts, that if I have occasion 
for any necessarys that he brings in, that I may have a small par- 
cell, not exceeding my money, to be sure at the first cost with 
the allowance of as much advance as the Insurance from thence 
hither comes to, for till I have advice from London I know not 
what to send for; I hope I shall hear from you by the first con- 
veniency. 


Your Wf. 


July 31" 1693. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 
Sr. I cannot miss this conveniency of saluting you, wishing 
you all health happiness and quiet, in these warlike and tempes- 
tous seasons which hinder us from having that frequent and 


Soon 
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pleasing conversation, we formerly enjoyed and hope speedily to 
have renewed. I have this year drawn some bills of Exchange 
upon you (viz) thirty pounds payable to one Jn® Thomas, four- 
teen pounds payable to Mr. Jn® Bertrand and four pounds payable 
to Mr. John Newton, if all or any of them comes to hand pray let 
them have due acceptance and be placed to my account. I hope 
long since you have received all my letters sent last year, and 
will be so kind as fully to answer my expectation therein. I was 
almost over persuaded by some of my friends to have sent you 
by this opportunity, a small piece that I have written giving a 
summary account of Virginia and a succinct digest of our laws, 
but thinking it advisable first to communicate the same to our 
Governor, and if I can to get his concurrence and approbation 
thereto, which I now design within this day or two, to go to him 
about and hope may be early enough to send it in this Fleet 
though not in this ship, or to be sure at farthest, it shall suddenly 
follow the heels of this; All your friends here are well, which I 
believe by their respective letters they have signifyed themselves. 
Expecting to follow this suddenly by a second in this fleet, | 
shall add no more than to give you the full assurance I am 


S' Your Wft. 


Dec. 19th 1693. 
Mr. Nicholas Hayward: 

Sr. Your two letters bearing date the 24th of January, one 
by Purvis the other by a York ship I have receiv’ together with 
the Callash and still therein mentioned, which considering their 
long stay on board are well and safely arrived, and as acceptably 
received. I observe by the bills of Loading that I am to pay the 
freight here, which I like exceedingly, which bill of Loading | 
received in an inclosed from Mr. Sam: Richards, the payment of 
my respective bills to Bertrand for 144 and to Newton for £4 
approve, they being all with my own hand, I esteemed as good 
as if you had had a letter of advice. 5S‘ By my last in the Bristol 
Fleet, I gave you an account of a bill of Exchange of £30 pay- 
able to one John Thomas, which I hope before this is come to 
hand, and I question not but paid. Having the opportunity of a 
good bargain from one Mr. Daniel Parkes I ventured to draw 
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upon you for £100 sterling, Iam sensible of the last bill of £30 
be arrived and accepted; I have not so much money of mine in 
your hands; yet by no means would have the same protested 
therefore have sent inclosed towards making up the sum good 
sure bills as I think of Willis upon Perry & Lane for £7 sterling. 
I believe I shall be able to send you more bills speedily but if I 
be not, there is Jno Taylor son of Coll’ Thomas Taylor hath the 
produce of some hh™ of sweet scented Tob® of mine in hand, 
which I shall order you: The reason that makes me so earnest is, 
I would by no manner of means have a protest, but never yet so 
branded, nor indeed did I ever yet before this time, draw bills 
for more money than I had in his hands upon whom I drew. Sr. 
I heartily thank your kindness in M™ Lettens affair, and am glad 
since the circumstances have been so unfortunate that I had to 
do with one, that Judged of the manage of affairs, by reason and 
not by success. I have sent the inclosed to Mr. John Taylor 
open for your perusal, whereby you may see the methods I have 
taken about my money in his hands, if it be not already disposed. 
In my last by the Bristol Fleet I gave you an account of my de- 
sign to send youa summary discourse of Virginia, and a full 
and methodical Digest of our Laws which were then not pre- 
pared, but are now fully ready and only wait a convenient pass- 
port to get them to your hands without the great charge of Pos- 
tage, when I send them, I shall be more large in delivering some 
methods about them. All health and happiness is wished you 
by 
Wet. 

To Mr. Nicholas Hayward &c. 


Dec. 19th, 1693. 

Mr. John Taylor: 

S'. I received yours bearing date 15th Feby: by what ship 
I know not, and therein you give me an account of the receipt 
of my eight hh* & Barrel of Tob’, the Barrell and one hh® you 
give me account is sold, the rest waits a market, which I hope 
may find a good one because all Informations give an account of 
the rising thereof, not one Londoner coming into our river of 


Potomack this year, and Tob’ plenty when they Ride, there was 
5 
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no possibility of shipping any more this year, or else perhaps 
you might have heard more effectually from me by this time. 
The last year I ordered the produce of my Tob® to be sent me 
in goods according as I have mentioned, but if you have not 
shipped or purchased the goods before this letter arrives I would 
have you desist from purchasing any goods for me, but to pay 
the money due to me to Mr. Nicholas Hayward or his order, 
when he shall call for it. Pray let me hear from you by the first 
conveniency that so I may be able better to order my affairs 
towards a further correspondence. _ I rest, 
S' your Wtf. 

To Mr. Jn°® Taylor merchant in London. 


Dec. 19th, 1693. 
Mr. John Cooper: 

S'. Your severall letters of the 20th of January and _ roth of 
March dates came safe by the Fleet, wherein you give me an 
account of the lowness of Tob® & that therefore you have not 
yet sold that six hh“ of mine that is come to your hands. | 
hope your delay therein may be of some advantage to me, now 
in the time of a rising market; I see by your letter and return 
to Mr. Mathew Thompson it had been of great advantage to me 
to have sent treble the quantity of Oronoko, which that would 
have yielded me, but markets both here & there are so uncer- 
tain that no certain measure can be taken; I designed you some 
more Tob’ this year and intended to try of both sorts Aronoko 
and sweet scented but we had not one London Ship in our River 
of Potomack of neither side, from head to mouth thereof, and 
ships have no necessity upon them to come round from other 
Rivers, when they may be supplyed where they lye. As it hap- 
pened I am glad none of the goods I sent for came in last year 
and now I would have you send me none till my farther order. 
As to Coll® Pye’s affair I gave you a full account thereof by the 
Spencer Capt. Goodridge, and therein also sent you his bills of 
Exchange drawne upon Mr. Groome, together with his letter to 
you, which I presume before this time are come safe to your 
hand, he promising extremely fair & I hope I shall bring him to 
act as fair, but till the arrivall of your next in answer to those 
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by Goodridge, I can’t fairly proceed vigorously, for therein his 
letter you may see he promises to pay to the utmost penny what 
you shall justly make appear to be due from him upon the sta- 
tion of accounts. Notwithstanding I have sent your letter to 
him, and shall hold him in fair treaty till I receive full and farther 
orders and shall both now and then act and do for you as if it 
were my own concern. The long detaining the letter was almost 
as much prejudice to us here as the damage or loss of our Tob® 
&c. not having one ship amongst us this year there is fair field 
open for a London merchant to strike in with a brisk & full trade 
here and if any Londoner had happened to send a ship he might 
had large consignments. 

S'. The box sent me by my mother with the letter tyed to it 
never reached me, nor do I know by what ship it came; if any 
more letters for the future come to your hands inclose them in 
yours, the Postage is nothing be the packet never so big. I 
received a letter bearing date the 12th of March from Capt. 
Goodridge out of Ireland, wherein he gives a particular account 
of his great loss, but withall writes me word that my four hh® 
& Barrell Tob? I had in him are safe got on shoar and put in a 
warehouse without any manner of damage, for my Tob® was 
stowed in the Hatchway between decks, of which I suppose you 
have had full advice by this time, therefore | need say no more 
as to that at this time; your consignments this year, had there 
been an opportunity of freight, I believe would have been more 
than they were. I know no further | have to add save to assure 
you Iam S° 


Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Cooper Merch‘ in London. 


Dear Sir: 

At James Town. I received about the 3d Nov' and a small 
time after Capt. Brent and myself received the powers and In- 
structions from the Proprietor, of which we gave you an account, 
by a Ship then ready to go out, which I hope by this time you 
have receiv’'d. At my coming home which was about the last 
of Nov‘ I received two more from you that came by Capt. Jones 
in the Davis of Bristol, wherein you are pleased to repeat your 
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kindness in your Kind Recommends to the Proprietor, for which 
I heartily thank you, and shall endeavour so to serve & accomo- 
date their Interest, (which really at present lyes under very great 
confusion & Distraction by reason of the incapacity of Coll. 
Ludwell’s Deputy and the opposition of the Government very 
ill managed) that I hope they may suddenly reap profit thereby 
and your self no disreputation for your kindness. As to Mr. 
Sherwood’s business Capt. Brent & myself appeared for you in 
the Generall Court and cast him, making it manifest that the 
debt claimed by him was never assumed by you by which means 
you are cleared from that clamour, but you had not so good suc- 
cess in Capt. Mason’s business, the reasons I suppose Capt. 
Brent will write you at large; to that shall refer. As to shipping 
Tob? we have not one London Ship in our whole River, so no 
possibility of getting freight, which I earnestly endeavoured but 
could not, Capt. Braines whom you depended upon for freight 
came no nearer us than James River, where Tob’ is not so scarce 
as to invite him to send up to us for Tob’. We are just now fit- 
ting & Marshalling out our Receivers about the Quit Rents, and 
if we can get any Tob’ ready before Jones is full, shall endeavour 
to get what we can in him and consign it to you; this I don’t 
absolutely say but only hope within this month or six weeks, we 
shall be able to give them some account of their affairs, in which 
we have never been idle since impowered. When I have told 
you your success against Sherwood the Privateer’s Ingratitude 
will better pass. Pray S‘ by the first conveniency let me have 
the happiness of hearing from you, together with the full of all 
news, aS you may assure yourself you shall by all opportunitys. 
Pray in your next direct me where directly to direct to you. I 


am 
Your Wff. 
To Capt. Roger Jones. 
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ORDEAL OF TOUCH IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA. 





[The following is a copy of the record of the County Court 
of Accomack, Va., giving an account of the Coroner's inquest 
held in that County in 1680, in a case of infanticide, where the 
‘‘ordeal of touch,”’ or ‘*‘ bier test,’’ was gone through with, and 
one Paul Carter, the suspected party indited for the perpetration 
of the crime. The records of Northampton county, which latter 
adjoins Accomack, and with it forms the portion of the Eastern 
shore peninsular at present lying in Virginia, contain a similar 
instance of this ordeal which occurred in 1656. Capt. William 
Whittington issued a warrant for a jury of inquest over the body 
of one Paul Rynners, who had been murdered, and Mr. William 
Custis, who was suspected, was caused according to the report of 
the Jurors, ‘‘to touch the face and stroke the body of the said 
Paul Rynners (which he willingly did) But no sign did appear to 
us of question in the law.”’ 

The superstition or belief that upon the murderer touching or 
coming into the presence of the body of the victim, the wounds 
would bleed afresh, was widely prevalent in England and Scot- 
land during the seventeenth century, and was evidently brought 
with our ancestors to this country. 

Michael Drayton, an English poet, who lived during the latter 
part of the sixteenth and first part of the seventeenth century, 
wrote— 

‘If the vile actors of the heinous deed 


Near the dead body happily be brought, 
Of’t hath been prov’d the breathless corpse will bleed.”’ 


Perhaps, however, the best known allusion to this belief is 
that contained in Act I, Scene II, of Richard III, where Lady 
Anne, in the presence of the body of the dead King and of 
Gloster, is made to utter the following passage: 


‘*O gentlemen, see, see! dead Henry’s wounds 
Open their congeal’d mouths and bleed afresh! 
Blush, blush, thou lump of foul deformity, 
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For't is thy presence that exhales this blood 
From cold and empty veins, where no blood dwells.”’ *] 


Att a Court held & continued for Accomack County, March the 
18th 1679. The Contession of Paul Carter taken the first 
day of March 1679. 

Ques'. What doe y* know concerning a child born of Mary 
the daughter of Sarah the wife of the said Paul? 

Answere. That he doth know that the said Mary had a man 
child born of her body and that he and the said Sarah assisted at 
the birth of the said child, & that he certainly knoweth not 
whether it were born alive or not & that they did endeavour to 
preserve the life thereof and that it lay betwixt his wife and her 
daughter all night and that ye next morning he saw it was dead 
& he & his wife buried the said child but that his wife carefully 
washed and dressed it. 

Ques'. Doe y" know or have ever heard who was the father 
thereof reputed ? 

Answere. The said Mary charged one Mr. James Tuck 
therewith. 

The examination of, Sarah the wife of the said Paul. 

Question. What doe you know concerning a child born of 
Mary y‘ daughter ? 

Answere. That about three months since being in bed w 
daughter she perceived her daughter to be w" child & charged 
her therew" who was very unwilling to confess, but at length 
charged it upon Mr. James Tuck, and saith that she assisted at 
the birth of the said child & that it was like to dye and did en- 
deavour to preserve, it but being dead the next day she and her 
husband buried it, & that it lay all night in bed betwixt her and 
her daughter and that it was washed and dressed first. 


th 


her 


The examination of Mary daughter of the said Sarah. 
Saith. That Mr. James Tuck did at first use violence towards 
her & after she was consenting and that the said Paul her father 
in Law did doe in like manner and that both of them lay w™ her 
and that she did keep it from her Mother untill her Mother did 
discover the same in manner as aforsaid and that both her Mother 


* We are indebted to Mr. Barton H. Wise for a copy of this record. 
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and Father in Law assisted her at the birth of the child and 
that she supposed the child to be borne alive and that it lay between 
her Mother & herself all night and that in ye morning it was 
dead and that she thinks her father and Mother buried it & that 
she thought in her conscience Paul was Father thereto. These 
examinations taken before us the day and yeare aforsaid and fur- 
ther the said Paul and Sarah being examined whether it was bur- 
ied in the place where it was then laid it being in a garden very 
shallow, they answered it was first buried in the old house and 
after removed to ye place aforsaid. 


Cha: Scarburgh, John West, 
Richard Hill, Wm. Custis. 


Wee ye subscribers being sworne to view ye body of a dead 
bastard child confest by Mary ye daughter of Sarah Carter to be 
borne of her body, w™ said child we caused to be taken out of 
the ground in the garden where it was very shallow put in, then 
we caused Sarah the wife of Paul Carter & mother of the said 
Mary to touch, handle and stroake ye childe, in w™ time we saw 
no alteration in the body of ye childe; afterwards we called for 
Paul Carter to touch ye s’d child and immediately whilst he was 
stroaking ye childe the black & sotted places about the body of 
the childe grew fresh and red so that blud was redy to come 
through ye skin of the child. We also observed the counte- 
nance of the said Paule Carter to alter into very much paleness; 
the childe also appearing to us to be very much neglected in 
severall respects as to ye preservacon of such an infant and we 
doe conclude if ye child had any violence it was by ye throat, 
w was very black and continued so, though other places w™ 
were black altered to red & fresh collered, to w" we subscribe 
our hands this first day of March, 1679. 


Mary V. Wats, Mary Mikell, 
Elizabeth F. Cutler, Mary Anderson, 
Jane O. Taylor, Amey Parker, 
Mary Hill, Mary X Sipple, 
Margret M. Jenkins, Elener S. Calvert, 
Matilda West, Ann A. F. Fenn. 


Wm. Custis, Coroner. 





a 


ee 











188 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


The examinacon of Paul Carter taken in open Court the 16th of 
March before his Magis“ Justices of the Peace for the County 
of Accomack anno Dom. 1679. 


Question. Who carried the childe from ye Mother and 
assisted ye mother ? 

Answer. That he carried ye mother to bed & that his wife 
took care of the childe. 

Ques'. When was she delivered ? 

Ans’. In the day time in his house about ye middle of Janu- 
ary. 

Ques’. Was the child borne dead or alive ? 

Answ'. I cannot tell. 

Ques’. How long was the woman in labour ? 

Ans’. About an houre and a halfe or two houres. 

Ques. Whether she declared to him who was ye father at the 
time of her crying out ? 

Answ'. That not untill she was brought to bed and she said 
it was James Tucks. 

Ques'. Where was the childe buried ? 

Ans‘. In the old house. 

Ques. Who brought the childe to the grave ? 

Ans’. That he dug the hole & his wife laid the child in the 
grave. 

Ques’. How long was the childe buried in the ould house 
before removed ? 

Answer. That it was buried in ye ould house before it was 
removed neer a month. 

Ques". About what time was ye child removed ? 

Answer. That ye childe was removed after ye warrant was 
searved for the search of the young woman and removed to ye 
garden & there buried by his wife w“out his knowledge till after 





his returne home. 

Ques*. Whether he was consenting or knowing of ye re- 
moveing of ye child? 

Answer. He does not know whether it was by his advise or 
not being then absent. 

Ques‘. Why did you not call for help when y‘* daughter was 
in travell ? 





— 
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Answ’. That he was altogether ignorant thai she was w™ 
child. 

Ques". What was ye reason you denied it before Maj‘ Scar- 
brugh and Coll. West? 

Answ'. That it was to conceale her shame. 

Quest. Whether or no while she was w" childe did she not 
tell y" that she was w"™ child and that y" begat it ? 

Ans. And he positively answers she did not. 

Ques. Why did y" not p’vide child-bed linnen knowing her 
to be w" childe ? 

Answ’. There was linning p’ vided sufficiently. 

ACCAMACK: 

Be it remembred that upon the sixteenth day of March in the 
31st yeare of his Ma“* Reigne &c., It is pr’sented to this Wor- 
shipfull Court that Paul Carter of the County aforesaid, painter 
stainer, not haveing the feare of God before his eyes but being 
lead and instigated by the divell, did beget a bastard child on 
the body of Mary, daughter of Sarah wife of the said Paul, and 
being further lead & instigated as aforesaid out of meere malice 
prepensed and forethought did sometimes in the monthes of Jan- 
uary or February last past (as is vehemently suspected) after the 
birth of the said bastard child, villanously murder and destroy 
the said bastard child, and after the said murder comitted as 
afores* did privily bury the said bastard child in an old house 
thereby to hide and conceale the same, and for the further per- 
petracon of the said crimes afores’d did some time after privily 
take up & remove the body of ye said murdered bastard child 
into a garden place, and there allso privily buried the same, for 
all w" crimes soe comitted as aforesaid the said Paul Carter is 
here pr’sented to this Worsh’p" Court that further proceedings 
may be thereupon had according to ye Lawes in that behalfe 
provided. 


Foreman Mr. Rob‘ Hutchinson, John Stretton, Henry Read, 
Wm. Marshall, Richard Hinman, John Bagwell, Barth. Meers, 
Isaac Metcalfe, Robt Watson Occahannock, Jn° Bells, Tho: 
Bagwell, Arthur Robins. 


Wee the Jury vehemently suspect Paul Carter by circumstance 
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th; 


to be guilty of ye death of the bastard child in ye win pr’sem- 
ment menconed, and that he was ye person that dug ye grave 
in the old house where ye said child was first buried, as by his 
confession appeares. 

Ros' HuTCHINSON, foreman. 


The deposicon Madam West ye 35 yeare of her age. Wasat 
ye house of Paul Carter ye first day of March, and did view ye 
body of a bastard child borne of ye body of Mary the daughter 
of Sara Carter, and when Paul Carter did touch ye body of the 
dead child Mary Andrews clapt Paul Carter upon the back say- 
ing fie, Paul, fie, this is your child, he answered and said I doe 
not gain say it, but it is when y' depon’t was coming from ye 
house and taking my leave y‘ depon’t saith were not y" a wicked 
man to ly w y' wifes child, he answered I was a wicked man 
for so doeing and I must goe to God and not to man for forgive- 
ness. , 

March the 17th 1679. MATILDA WEsT. 

Sworn in open Court. 


Test: JNo. WASHBOURNE, Cl. Cu. Accom* 


The deposicon of Mary Mickell ye 50 yeare of her age. Was 
at the house of Paul Carter ye 1st day of March, & did view ye 
body of a bastard child borne of ye body of Mary ye daughter 
of Sara Carter, and when Paul Carter did touch ye body of ye 
dead child Mary Andrews clapt Paul Carter upon ye back say- 
ing fie, Paul fie, this is your child, he answered and said I doe not 
gain say it but it is. 

March the 17th, 1679. MARY MIKELL. 

Sworn in open Court. 
Test: Jno. WASHBOURNE, Cl. Cu. 


The examination of Sarah the wife of Paul Carter taken in open 
Court by his Mags" Justices of the peace for Accomack 
County, March the 16th, 1679. 

Ques‘. Whether or noe had ye daughter a bastard child 
borne of her body? 

Answere. She had a bastard childe borne of her body, borne 
in the night about two hours before day. 
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Ques’. How long was your daughter in Labour? 

Answere. About two hours or two hours & a halfe. 

Ques'. Was the child borne dead or alive? 

Answere. Dead and never had any sign of life in it. 

Ques’. Who assisted at the birth of the child? 

Answer. Her self and husband. 

Ques'. Who receaved the child and assisted ye woman to 
bed? 

Answer. That she herself cut her blew apron and put the 
child in it and a blanket and laid in a couch, and then she her 
self laid her daughter in the bed. 

Ques'. Where was y" husband when you assisted y" daughter 
to bed ? 

Answ'. That he went out of the house imediately. 

Ques’. What child bed linnen did you provide ag' the child 
was borne? 

Answer. That she provided one sute w the child was bur- 
ied in. 

Ques'. What did you do with the childe untill day? 

Answer. That she laid it drest in the bed betwixt her daugh- 
ter untill sun rise and then she buried it. 

Ques’. Where did you first bury the childe? 

An. In the old house. 

Ques. Who digged the grave where the child was buried? 

Ans. That she her own self, and that her husband was absent 
and knew not where twas buried. 

Ques. How long did the child ly in the old house where it 
was first buried untill it was removed? 

Ans. From the 13th of Jan” to ye latter end of February. 

Ques’. Why did y’u remove ye child from the place where it 
was first buried? 

Ans. Because she thought it was most convenient for those 
p’sons that were to come to viewe the body. 

Ques’. Why did you deny that y’ daughter was with child or 
had a childe when y’u were brought before ye Justices? 

Ans. To conceale her daughter’s shame. 

Ques'. How long time did you know y' daughter was w"™ 
child before she was delivered? . 

Ans. About two months and a halfe before it was borne. 
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Ques. Did y’u ever examine who got y’ daughter w™ childe? 

Ans. That she did examine her and she owned no father but 
James Tuck. 

Ques’. Did y’u never see betwixt y' husband and daughter 
any unusual familiarity or incivillity? 

Ans. That one time being to catch her mare for going to mill 
she came to the old house and there saw her husband hugg and 
kiss her daughter and took up her daughters coates up to her 
knees, and that she rebuked him for it and charged him w™ de- 
bauching her daughter, and Paul her husband said he did her 
daughter no harm and so went away. 

Ques’. Why did y’u send for no help having neigbours neer 
yu to y’ daughters delivery? 

Answer. Her labour took her in a stormy night and could 
not send for help, but thought her husband and self sufficient. 

Ques’. Why did y'u bury ye child in ye old house and not in 
ye usual place that people commonly bury in? 

Answere. It was her folly so to doe thinking it would be 
safest there. 


ACCOMACK. 


Be it remembered that upon the sixteenth day of March, in ye 
31st of his Ma“* Reign &c., It is pr’sented to this Worshp" 
Court that Sarah, wife of Paul Carter of the county afores’d Pain- 
ter stainer, not having the feare of God before her eyes, but be- 
ing lead and instigated by the devill out of meere malice pr’ pen- 
sed and forethought as is vehemently suspected, sometimes in 
the months of January or February last past after the birth of a 
bastard child begotten by the said Paul on the body of Mary 
daughter of the said Sarah, did together w" the said Paul vil- 
lanously murder and destroy ye s'd bastard child, and after the 
said murder comitted as afore’sd together, w” the said Paul did 
privilly bury the s’d bastard child in an old house thereby to 
hide and conceale the same, and for the further perpetration of 
the said crimes as afores’d together w’th the said Paul did some- 
time after privily take up and remove the body of the said bas- 
tard child into a garden place, and there also privily buried the 
same, for all w’ch crimes so committed as aforesaid the said 
Sarah is here pr’sented to this worshp’ll Court that further pro- 
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ceedings may be thereupon had according to the lawes in that 
behalfe provided. 

Wee ye Jury vehemently suspect Sara ye wife of Paul Carter 
by circumstance to be guilty of ye death of ye bastard child in 
the pr’sentment within mentioned, and did bury ye s’d child in 
an old house and did after take up ye said child and bury it in 
the garden. 

Ros’T HuTCHINSON, foreman. 


The examination of Mary the daughter of Sarah Carter taken in 
open Court by his Mag*"* Justices of the peace for Accomack 
County this 16th day of March anho Dom., 1679. 

Ques’. Was it in ye day or the night that you were delivered 
of y' bastard child ? 

Answere. In the night. 

Ques'. How long were you in labour ? 

Answer. An hower or two or thereabout. 

Ques. About what time was ye childe borne? 

Answer. Some time in the month of February. 

Quest. Whether was the childe borne alive or dead ? 

Answer. That it was borne alive & she heard it give one 
shreek and no more at the birth. 

Ques. Was the child alive or dead when y’r mother laid it at 
y'r breast ? 

Answer. That it was a little alive. 

Ques. What other means was there used beside the breast ? 

Answer. That she saw her mother bring out water & sugar 
to ye fire side and offered it to ye childe and it would not take it. 

Ques‘. Where was y’r father in law when ye childe was borne? 

Ans. He was pr’sent & assisted at her labour and after it was 
borne went out of the house, and her mother tooke it from her 
and laid it in ye couch. 

Ques’. Did y’r father & mother ever tell you where it was 
buried and who assisted at the buriall ? 

Answer. That her father made ye grave and her mother put 
it in as they informed her, and that they tould her they buried 
it in ye old house. 

Ques‘. Whether or no did you tell y’r father or mother that 
you were w’th child before delivery ? 
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Answere. That about two months before her delivery her 
mother found out that she was w’th child and she told her father 
about a month before her delivery. 

Ques’. Who do y’u thinke is the father of y’r bastard child ? 

Answ'. She does verily beleeve that her father in law Pa: 
Carter is the father, he haveing frequently to doe w’th her, and 
that once in ye old house her Mother found him w’th her in his 
armes with his hands under her coates, and thinks that her 
mother comeing hindred them of any further action: but that 
James Tuck had once to doe with her. 

Ques’. Whether did y’r father & mother give y’u notice of 
ye removall of ye child ? 

Answere. That her mother told her she would remove ye 
child before she did remove it, and her father was also knowing 
of ye removall of it. 

Ques‘. What child bed linnen did y’r Mother p’vide ? 

Answer. Qne sute of child bed linning and that her father in 
law had a peice of scotch cloth to make into child bed linning. 


ACCAMACK: 

Be it remembred that upon the sixteenth day of March in ye 
31st yeare of his Ma" Reigne, &c., It is pr’sented to this Wor- 
sh'p" Court that Mary the daughter of Sarah, wife of Paul Car- 
ter of the County aforesaid Painter stainer, had a bastard child 
borne of her body begotten by the said Paul, w’ch said bastard 
child as is vehemently suspected in the monthes of January or 
February last past was murdered and destroyed, and that the 
said Mary not haveing the feare of God before her eyes, but 
being lead & instigated by the divill, did most wickedly consent 
to abett and conceale the said murder, for w’ch said fact the said 
Mary is here pr’sented to this worshipfull court that further pro- 
ceedings may be thereupon had according to ye lawes in that 
behalfe provided. 

Wee ye Jury find according to ye within pr’sentment, that 
Mary ye daughter of Sarah wife of Paul Carter had a bastard 
child borne on her body alive begotten by Paul Carter, and that 
after ye death of the said bastard child she did conceale that she 
had a child, 

Rost. HUTCHINSON, foreman. 
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Whereas Mary ye daughter of Sarah wife of Paul Carter was 
pr’sented to this Court upon ye statute of ye 21st of King James, 
chap: 27th, for su’picon of haveing murdererd a bastard child 
borne of ye body of her ye s’d Mary, and whereas also Paul 
Carter and Sarah before named were sev’ lly pr’sented upon sus- 
picon of being guilty of ye said murder, and this Court accord- 
ing to ye lawes of England and in p’suance of ye 24th Act of 
Assembly, haveing impannelled a Grand Inquest to make inquiry 
into the s’d pr’sentment and ye said inquest, haveing in p’suance 
thereof heard the s’d p’sons diligently examined in open Court 
as also all other informacons, circumstances and evidences that 
could any waies informe on ye behalf of our soveraign Lord ye 
King ag' the said suspected p’sons: and after haveing maturely 
& deliberately weighed and considered the same found ye s'd 
p'sons so farr criminall as not by law to bee further p’ ceeded ag' 
in this Court. This Court doe therefore order that ye High 
sheriff of ye County doe forth" take ye bodies of ye s’d Paul 
Carter and Sarah his wife (ag' whom ye suspicon is vehement) 
into his safe custody, and them to detaine w"out bayle or main- 
prize, & to forthwith deliver them to ye high sheriff of James 
Citty, so that they be ready to appeare before ye Hon" Gov' & 
Councell upon ye 4th day of ye next Gen" Court, there to abide 
their further tryall, and y‘ he also take into his safe custody ye 
body of ye s’d Mary untill she give sufficient secu’ty to appeare 
at ye day and place afores’d, there allso to abide further tryall, 
and whereas it hath been the usuall and allowable practice of 
this County in regard of ye remoteness thereof & great charge 
thereby accrewing not to follow pr’cisely ye forme p’scribed in 
ye 24th Act of Assembly afores’d, It is therefore further ordered 
that ye sheriff impannell six able men of the county as p’t of a 
Jury, and have them there also ready at ye day and place afore- 
said for ye full tryall of ye s’d accused p’sons: and also that all 
pr’sentments, informacons, examinacons, inquests and evidences 
any waies relating to ye matter be fairely coppyed out by ye 
clerk, and by the sheriff safely transmitted to ye secre. office at 
James Citty to be ready at the day & place afores’d. And it is 
further ordered that ye high sheriff take recognizance of Mrs. 
Matilda West and Mrs. Mary Mikell with sufficient surety to be 
ready before ye Hona™ Gov’ & Councell ye 4th day of ye next 
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Gen" Court to give in evidence ag' ye s’d Paul Carter on ye be- 
half of his Mags”. 

Whereas George Hope pr’sented himself as security to ye 
Court by recognizance to his Mages“ in the sum of 40” sterl!’g 
for the p’sonall appearance of Mary Mikell before the honor’ 
Govern’ & Councell the 4th day of ye next Gen" Court to give 
in evidence ag‘ ye s’'d_ Paul Carter on the behalf of his Mag*’, 
w’ch the Court accordingly accept’ and have ent’ red him security 
accordingly. 

Whereas Joshua Lee was ordered to appear at this Court to 
answere as the Putative father of Mary Oben bastard child, and 
the said Lee utterly denying the same and the Court being suf- 
ficiently satisfied in the cause and Thomas Parramore having ac- 
knowledged in open Court himself secu’ ty to save the pith harm- 
less & the Court accepted the same, It is therefore ordered that 
the said Joshua Lee be discharged he paying Court charges. 


At a Gen" Court held at James Citty 27th of April 1680. His 
Ma“* Depu”® Govno" & Councill. 


Whereas its vehemently suspected that Paul Carter hath con- 
trary to all good manners and behaviour accompanyed w" Mary 
ye naturall daughter of Sarah ye wife of him ye s’d Paul, Its 
therefore by this Court ordered that his Ma“* Justices of ye peace 
of ye county of Accomack doe take effectual order for ye re- 
movall of yes’d Mary from ye house and being of ye s’d Paul 
Carter father in Law to her ye s’d Mary, & place yes’d Mary in 
some convenient part of ye County of Accomack to ye intent y' 
ye s’d Paul Carter and Mary, ye natural daughter of Sarah ye 
wife of ye s’d Paul may not cohabit, as likewise that ye s’d Paul 
be constrained from accompanying w’th ye said Mary, the afore- 
s’d Justices are desired and required to compell ye s’d Paul to 
finde good security for his due performance of this order and for 
his future good behaviour. 

Test: 
HEN. HARTWELL, Cl. Cou. 


Whereas there was an order from the Honon™*® Govern’ and 
Councill dated ye 27th of April, 1680, this day p’duced to ye 
Court wherein it was ordered that his Magss“ Justices of the 
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peace for this County of Accomack should take effectual order 
for ye removall of Mary ye natural daughter of Sarah ye wife of 
Paul Carter for sev. reasons, viz., ye s’d order menconed as allso 
to cause ye s’d Paul to finde good security for ye due p’form- 
ance of their Hon™ Shereff of the county forthw" take yes’d 
Paul into safe custody and him to detaine untill he hath fully sat- 
isfied every p’ticular part and clause of ye s’d order according 
to ye true sence and intent thereof. 
Copies. 
Test: M. OLDHAM, JR., Clerk. 
July 21st, 1896. 


EARLY SPOTSYLVANIA MARRIAGE LICENSES. 





[In most of the Virginia counties very few if any traces of 
marriage licenses granted prior to the year 1775 are preserved 
in the county records. Ona recent visit to Spotsylvania Court- 
house, however, I found in the first order-book, which covers 
the period from the formation of the county, in 1722, down to 
1750, in the account of ‘‘the Governor's Dues,’’ a list of the 
marriage licenses that had been granted by the clerk during that 
time. The ‘‘Governor’s Dues’’ for each marriage license was 
£1. The record is not continued after 1750, and for the first 
few years the name of the man only was given.—A. C. QUISEN- 
BERRY. | 


October 3, 1722. John Quarles. 

June 7, 1723. Robert Slaughter, Junr. 

October 12, 1723. William Johnson. 

June 3, 1725. Zach: Lewis. 

October 20, 1726. John Catlett and Mary Grayson, 
November 22, 1726. Benjamin Winslow and Susannah Bev- 


™ 
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198 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


August 5, 1727. Richard Phillips and Catherine Smith. 
November 25, 1727. Alexander Howard and Joana Tripilo. 
October 16, 1727. George Home and Elizabeth Proctor. 
March 3, 1728. Samuel Hensley and Martha Snell. 

October 22, 1728. Morley Battaley and Elizabeth Taliaferro. 
April 9, 1729. John Ward and Alice Symonds. 

June 3, 1729. Francis Slaughter, Ann Lightfoot. 

June 26, 1729. John Chew, Margaret Beverly. 

November 28, 1729. Jonathan Wood and Elizabeth Barefoot. 
October 3, 1729. George Wheatly and Mary Henry. 

March 3, 1730. Chichely Thacker and Hannah Clowder. 
June 1, 1730. Rodham Kenner and Judith Beverly. 

June 27, 1730. John Tennant and Dorethy Paul. 

October 6, 1730. Joseph Fox and Susana Smith. 

March 1, 1731. Henry Palmer and Ann Burnett. 

April 18, 1731. Thomas Hitt and Elizabeth Grayson. 
October 7, 1731. Richard Tutt and Elizabeth Johnson. 
August 3, 1732. William Woodford and Elizabeth Cock. 
January 4, 17 Elliot Benger and Dorothea Brayne. 
January 5, 1733. James Sleet and Ephrem Smith. 
September 30, 1733. Larkin Chew and Mrs. Mary Beverly. 
September 28, 1733. Rice Curtis, Junr., and Ann Brock. 
January 5, 1734. Hancock Lee and Mary Willis. 

January 9, 1734. William Connor and Sarah Rogers. 
January 25, 1734. Anthony Murray and Mary James. 
October 3, 1734. John Jones and Agnes Durham. 

October 19, 1735. George Webb and Lucy Hinkston. 
September 3, 1736. Francis Thornton and Frances Gregory. 
February 17, 1737. William Robinson and Agatha Beverly. 
May 5, 1737- Thomas Duerson and Hannah Brock. 
October 21, 17 John Mansfield and Ann Waldo Gratty. 
October 16, 1737. John Gregg and Elizabeth Waugh. 
October 6, 1737. Samuel Wharton and Ann Williams. 

May 24, 1738. Giles Tompkins and Valentine Chiles. 

June 21, 1738. William Waller and Ann Beverly. 

May 13, 1739. James Dunn and Elinor Savage. 

September 15, 1739. John Gordon and Margaret Tennant. 
November 17, 1739.. Joseph Calvert and Lucy Webb. 
October 17, 1739. Robert James Marye and Ellen Pursel Dun. 
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July 18, 1740. James Martin and Mary Lynes. 

October 18, 1740. Edmund Waller and Mary Pendleton. 
October 28, 1740. John Thornton and Mildred Gregory. 
October 12, 1741. John Blake and Elizabeth Thursten. 
March 22, 1742. Thomas Minor and Alice Thomas. 
December 2, 1742. Henry Elley and Esther Herndon. 
April 29, 1743. Henry Willis and Elizabeth Gregory. 
March 17, 1743. William Cowne and Elizabeth Hill. 

April 5, 1744. William Hunter and Martha Taliaferro. 
June 6, 1744. William Hughes and Sophia Dowdall. 

July 6, 1744. William Johnston and Betty Taylor. 

August 26, 1744. James Stevens and Alice Grayson. 
November 29, 1744. Parmenas Bowker and Ann Stevens. 
February —, 1745. Robert Dudley and Joyce Gayle. 
February —, 1745. Samuel Hildrup and Elizabeth Taliaferro. 
July 3, 1745. Elijah Morton and Elizabeth Hawkins. 

June 18, 1746. Patrick Connelly and Ann French. 

July 28, 1746. James Anderson and Margaret Troy. 
November 11, 1747. Gregory Grant and Sarah Wharton. 
December 26, 1747. George Wythe and Ann Lewis. 
December 27, 1747. Richard Shackelford and Mary Lewis. 
—, 1748. Stephen Pettus and Ann Dillard. 

March 16, 1748. Rev. Mungo Marshall and Lucy Marye. 
April 1, 1748. John Harris and Hannah Stevens. 

January 30, 1749. John Jones and Barbara Reynolds. 
January 31, 1749. Richard Bryan and Frances Battaley. 
March 7, 1749. Charles Julian and Phebe Wilson. 

April 4, 1749. William Smith and Ann Bowker. 

January 16, 1750. Francis Meriwether and Mary Lewis. 
April 19, 1750. Beverly Stanard and Elizabeth Beverly Chew. 
September 27, 1750. Benjamin Pendleton and Mary Mason. 
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ABSTRACTS OF VIRGINIA LAND PATENTS. 


PREPARED BY W. G. STANARD. 


(281) THOMAS KEELING [1], 100 acres in the county of Elizabeth 
City, adjoining the land of Henry Southwell and William Morgan and 
the Back River; due for the transportation of 2 persons. Nov. 18, 1635. 

NOTE. 

[1] Ensign Thomas Keeling, the patentee, was ancestor of a family 
which has been resident in Princess Anne and Norfolk counties to the 
present day. Doubtless a careful examination of the records of this 
section would supply a nearly complete genealogy of the family. The 
following are some notes from the records of Lower Norfolk: Ensign 
Thomas Keeling lived in that county and was a vestryman of Lynnhaven 
parish in 1640. In 1642 he made a deposition in which he stated that 
his age was 34. In August, 1642, a deposition of Anne Keeling, doubt- 
less his wife, gave her age as 22. On July 26, 1656, ‘‘ Mr. Thomas Keel- 
ing’? was a justice of Lower Norfolk. In 1666 there is an entry that 
Mrs. Anne Keeling’s son, Edward, was heir to his brother, Thomas 
Keeling, deceased. Adam Keeling lived in Lower Norfolk in 1670. 
The will of Elizabeth Keeling was dated October 30, 1670, and proved 
April, 1671. Legatees: her brothers, Alexander and Thoroughgood 
Keeling. Lieutenant Thomas Keeling was a justice in 1656. The will 
of Thoroughgood Keeling was dated March 31 and proved August 15, 
1679. Legatees: eldest daughter, Lucy, youngest daughter, Ann, wife, 
Lucy; mentions his property then in the possession of ‘‘ my father Bray ”’ 
[his step-father, Colonel Robert Bray]. Deed dated July, 1679, from 
Lucy, wife of Thomas Keeling, conveying land left her by her father, 
Edward Hall. Deed, December, 1680, from Adam Keeling and his 
wife, Anne, to John Martin, ‘‘my wife’s brother and my nephew.”’ 
Deed, August 15, 1682, from Ann Bray to her son, Alexander Keeling, 
to Ann Keeling, daughter of her son, Adam, to her daughter, Frances 
Waker, and her grandchildren, Anne, Edward, and Robert Land [she 
was the widow of Colonel Robert Bray, of Lower Norfolk]. Will of 
Adam Keeling, dated April 2 and proved December to, 1683. Legatees: 
wife, Ann, sons, Thomas and John, brother, Alexander Keeling, daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth and Ann Keeling; mentions father-in-law, John Martin, 
and appoints brother-in-law, Lieutenant-Colonel Anthony Lawson, an 
overseer of his will. Deed, March 18, 1683, from Ann Bray, in which 
she states that her former husband, Thomas Keeling, in his will gave 
her certain property, with reversion after her death to her sons, Edward 
and Thomas, who have been some years dead; she therefore deeds said 
land to Alexander Keeling, the surviving son and heir of her said hus- 
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band. Adam Keeling was present in court as a justice February, 1676. 
From other sources it appears that William Keeling, Jr., was appointed 
a justice of Princess Anne in 1742; William Keeling was sheriff of Prin- 
cess Anne 1761; Keeling a Burgess in 1757 and 1758; and Adam 
Keeling a member of the House of Delegates 1793. George Keeling, 
who was sheriff of New Kent in 1708 and 1709. A number of the de- 
scendants of Thomas Keeling served gallantly in the late war; among 
them Captain Robert H. Keeling, son of Rev. Henry Keeling, of Rich- 
mond, who was a captain in the 13th Alabama Regiment, C. S. A., and 
was killed at the battle of Seven Pines, May 31, 1862. 





(282) THOMAS WARREN, 300 acres in Charles City county, bounded 
on the South by Bayliffes , and on the north by Four Mile Creek; 
due, 50 in right of his wife Susan Greenleafe, relict of Robert Green- 
leafe, for her own personal adventure; 100 in right of her former hus- 
band, Robt. Greenleafe, as an ancient planter, and 150 for the transpor- 
tation of two servants, and John Fouke, and for the personal 
adventure of the said Thomas Warren. November 20, 1635. 











283) EDWARD SPARSHOTT, Ioo acres in the County of Charles City 
at Merchants Hope Creek, and on the north side of the Indian Field; 
due 50 for the personal adventure of his wife Maudline Canes, and 50 for 
one servant Robert Honyborne. Nov. 20, 1635. 





(284) WILLIAM WILKINSON, minister, 700 acres in Linhaven, com- 
monly called Chisopean River, on a creek west of the lands of Thos. 
Keeling and George Downes, and bounded on the east by the creek 
opposite Capt. Thoroughgood’s plantation, and on the north by Chiso- 
pean Bay; due 200 by assignment from Robert Newkerke, Oct. 3d, 1635, 
which lands were due to the said Newkerke as follows: 50 for his own 
personal adventure, and 150 for the transportation of 3 servants; and the 
other 500 acres due as follows: 50 for the personal adventure of said 
Wilkinson, 50 for the personal adventure of his wife Naomy, and 400 for 
the transportation of 8 persons (names below). Nov. 20, 1635. 

William Wilkinson, Naomy Wilkinson, Robert Newkerke, Robert 
Haughton, Jon. Goodwin, Thomas Preston, Edw’d Peane, Hugh Jones, 
Martha Deacon, Thos. Crofton, Daniel Baker, John Boods, Jon. John- 


son, 


(285) Witt1AM Dawson, 150 acres on the first small creek of 
Warresquonocke Great Creek, being north west between Henry Hoop- 
er’s land, and the first point with the great creek, and bounded on the 
southeast by the main river; due by deed of sale from Hugh Williams, 


June 16, 1635, said land being due unto said Williams for the transporta- 


tion of three persons. Nov. 20, 1635. 





—— 











nl lt 


nee, 
































202 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


(286) Docroris CHRISTMAS, 300 acres in Elizabeth City county on 
the north side of the Poquoson [1] river, commonly called the old 
Poquoson, and adjoining the land of Gilbert Perkins and Monach Neck; 
due 50 for his personal adventure, 50 for the personal adventure of his 
wife Isabell, and 200 for the transportation of four persons: Wm. Gun, 
Richard Combe, Isabell Atwell, Zachariah Foster. Nov. 21, 1635. 


NOTE, 

[1] ‘‘Poquoson”’ is an Indian word meaning marsh or low ground. 
There is frequent mention in the patents of land being bounded by, or 
being in part, ‘*a poquoson.’’ Not long ago a North Carolina paper 
referred to the ‘‘ poquoson lands *’ on the Roanoke River. 





(287) Docroris CHRISTMAS, 50 acres in the county of Elizabeth City, 
on the old Poquoson river, and adjoining the land of Benjamin Sims; 
due for the transportation of one servant, Roger Leach. Nov. 21, 1635. 





(288) WILLIAM RAVANETT [1], 150 acres in the county of Denbigh [2] 
adjoining Mr. Harwood’s land, and Mr. Hely’s, and beginning at a place 
called the Otter dams; due for the transportation of 3 persons: John 
Howe, Christopher Oxford, and Vincent Woodyard. November 21, 
1635. 

NOTES. 

[1] William Ravanett lived at James City in February, 1623. 

[2] In this patent and a few others is the only mention of the ‘‘County 
of Denbigh ’’ which appears in the records. It must have existed for a 
very short time, and soon became what it continued to be, a parish of 
Warwick county. 

(289) EpaPHROpITUS LAWsoN [1], 200 acres at the head of Back 
River, and adjoining a dam called Scone’s dam, and extending to the 
Poquoson; due said Lawson by deed of sale dated Oct. 8, 1635. No- 
vember 25, 1635. 

NOTE. 

[1] Following are the early grants to the name of Lawson: (1) Epaph- 
roditus Lawson, 200 acres in the county of Warrosquiacke [Isle of 
Wight], on Nansemond River, December 23, 1636. (2) Christopher 
Lawson and Richard Bell, 500 acres in the county of James City, May 
23, 1637. (3) Epaphroditus Lawson, 200 acres in Isle of Wight county, 
on Nansemond River, November 1, 1637. (4) Epaphroditus Lawson, 
50 acres in Isle of Wight, at the mouth of Warwicksqueche river, *‘ alias 
New Towne Haven,’’ November 30, 1637. (5) Epaphroditus Lawson, 
250 acres on the south side of Nansemond River, May 29, 1638. (6) 
Christopher Lawson, 400 in James City, upon ‘‘ Rolphe’s Creek,’’ May 
1, 1638. (7) Epaphroditus Lawson, 250 in the county of *‘ Upper New 
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Norfolke’’ [Nansemond], on ‘‘Chuckatuck River,’’ March 15, 1638. 
(8) William Lawson, 491 in Isle of Wight, on Lowne’s Creek and James 
River, August 22, 1642. (g) Epaphroditus Lawson, 1,400 in Upper Nor- 
folk, upon ‘‘ New Towne haven river,’’ and adjoining a bay ‘called 
Mount Lawson Bay,”’ the land of Moore Fauntleroy, anda creek “ called 
Baverly Creeke,’’ November 20, 1637. Among the head-rights are 
Epaphroditus, William, Lettice, and Rowland Lawson, and persons 
named Palmer, Moore, Arden, Fee, Cricklock, Billahea, Harper, and 
Taylor. (10) Epaphroditus Lawson, 450 in Upper Norfolk, on a creek 
‘‘called Mount Lawson baye,’’ adjoining the land of Tristram Nors- 
worthy and Poplar Neck Creek, January 9, 1643. (11) Epaphroditus 
Lawson, 700 on Rappahannock, about 12 miles up, on the north side, 
September 3, 1649. (12) Mr. Epaphroditus Lawson, 2,000 on Rappa- 
hannock, on the south side, on a creek called Lawson’s Creek, May 22, 
1650. (13) Epaphroditus Lawson, 1,000 on Rappahannock, about 10 
miles up, on the north side, adjoining the land of John Slaughter, May 
22, 1650. (14) Epaphroditus Lawson, 900 on Rappahannock, south 
side, and Lawson's Creek, May, 1650. (15) Mr. Rowland Lawson, 
1,300 on Rappahannock, north side, and on Cherry Point Creek, June 
20, 1651, of which goo acres were due him on account of a patent form- 
erly granted Epaphroditus Lawson and by him assigned to his said 
brother. (16) Rowland Lawson, 400 on the south side of Rappahan- 
nock, adjoining the land of George Eaton and the said Lawson’s own 
land, October 6, 1654. (17) Richard Lawson, 1,400 on Rappahannock, 
adjoining the ‘‘land where Richard Lawson now liveth,’’ and also ad- 
joining George Eaton's land and Lawson’s Creek, October 6, 1656; of 
this land 1,000 acres was part of a patent of 2,000 acres to Epaphroditus 
Lawson, and by him assigned to Richard Lawson, and the other 400 
acres patented by Rowland Lawson in October, 1654, and by him 
assigned to Richard. (18) John Lawson, the son of Rowland Lawson, 
500 in the county of Lancaster, on the north side of the ‘‘ Freshes of 
Rappahannock River,’’ about 12 miles from the falls, November 22, 
1655; regranted to the same, January 8, 1663. (19) Mr. Richard Law- 
son, 640 on the south side of Occupason Creek, February 27, 1656. (20) 
Elizabeth Lawson, 1,400 in Gloucester county, and adjoining Rappahan- 
nock River, Eaton’s land, and Lawson’s Creek, being the land ‘‘ where 
she now lives,’’ formerly granted Richard Lawson, deceased, October 
6, 1656; by his will given to the said Elizabeth, his wife, and now granted 
to her, February 20, 1662. (21) Rowland Lawson, 1,000 acres south 
side of Rappahannock ( part of a patent formerly granted to Rice Jones), 
March 18, 1662. (Note to be continued. ) 


























204 VIRGINIA HISTQRICAL MAGAZINE. 


GENEALOGY. 


THE ROOTES FAMILY. 


By T. R. Rootes, OF ‘‘ WHITEMARSH,”’ 1816, WITH GENEALOGICAL 
NOTES ON THE CONNECTED FAMILIES OF ROOTES, READE, MAR- 
TIAN, Gwyn, BERNARD, HIGGINSON, THOMPSON, THORNTON, 
GRYMES, CoBB, GORDON, LEA, JACKSON, MINOR, RUTHERFORD, 
SmitH, MELL, Lipscoms, WHITNER, &C., OF VIRGINIA AND GEOR- 
GIA, 

‘*George Reade [a], a gent. of Hampshire, brought his fortunes into 
Virginia in the year 1640 and was immediately made one of his Majes- 
tey’s Council. He intermarried with Mrs. Marhes, one of the daughters 
of Capt. Marhes [4] a French gentleman, who was the proprietor of all 
the property about York. Thomas Reade [c], (3d) son of George 
Reade and Mrs. Marhes, married Lucy Gwin, the daughter of Edward 
Gwin [d@] and Lucy Bernard a regular Doctor of Physick, who was son 
to Rev'd John Gwin [e] Rector of Abingdon Parish many years, and 
who came to Virginia in Cromwell's time, he being a very stiff Church- 
man. Lucy Bernard was daughter of William Bernard Esq. [/], one 
of his Majesty’s Council of Virginia, and was the son of the Knight of 
Huntingdon; and a daughter of Col. Hickerson of Dublin [ ¢], who 
was the relict of Lewis Burwell, Esq. The said Thomas Reade and Lucy 
his wife had eleven children, one of whom (Mildred) married Major 
Philip Rootes of King and Queen [4] and had many children, and 
whose second son was named Thomas Reade Rootes, and was the 
father of Thomas Reade Rootes (of White Marsh) who writes this part 
of his genealogy this 15th of March, 1816. Compiled from an ancient 
paper that contains much more of interest to this writer."’ 


NOTES. 

[a] The first clue to the ancestry of George Reade was the fact, shown 
by several letters in the 1st Vol. English Calendar of Colonial State 
Papers, that he had a brother, Robert Reade, who was private secretary 
to Sir Francis Windebanke, Secretary of State of England, /esp. 
Charles I. General Meredith Reade, formerly American Consul at Paris, 
who, though not related to this family, felt an interest in the name, 
made researches and published the result in the London Athenaeum of 
April 28, 1894. He ascertained that George Reade was a descendant of 
the Reades of Faccombe, in the county of Southampton. In 1585 An- 
drew Reade bought the manor of Linkenholt, Hampshire. His will, 
dated October 7, 1619, with a codicil November 15, 1621, was proved 
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October 24, 1623. He owned the manor and rectory of Faccombe, q 
married Cooke, of Kent, and had five sons, Henry, Robert, John, 
George and Andrew, and four daughters. The eldest son, Henry, of | 
Faccombe, J. P. for Hampshire, married Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas 


Windebanke, and died April 4, 1647. George Reade is mentioned in 
his father’s will as having issue. The fourth son, John, was born at Fac- 
combe 1579, was a scholar of Winchester College 1591, and admitted to 
New College, Oxford, February 4, 1598. He probably died before his 
father. The second son of Andrew was Robert Reade, who lived at 
Linkenholt, and was married three times. His third wife was Mildred, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Windebanke, of Haine’s Hill, parish of Hurst, 
Berkshire, who was clerk of the signet to Elizabeth and James, and died 
October 24, 1607. Sir Thomas Windebanke’s wife was Frances, daugh- 
ter of Sir Edward Dymoke, of Scrivelsby, Lincolnshire, hereditary 
Champion of England. Robert Reade’s will was dated December to, 
1626. Robert and Mildred (Windebanke) Reade had issue: I. Andrew, i 
mentioned in the House of Lords Calendar as ‘‘Andrew Reade, D. D., ; 
of Lurgershall, Wilts;’? II. William; III. Dr. Thomas, born at Lin- 
kenholt 1606, was admitted scholar of New College, Oxford, December 
10, 1624; Fellow January 15, 1626; LL. D. 1638; Principal of Magdalen 
Hall, Oxford, 1643. In 1642 he volunteered in the King’s army and saw 
some service; but on the decline of the Royal cause, went to France 
and became a Catholic priest. In 1659 he published in Paris a work in 
defence of Catholicism. He returned to England at the Restoration 
and died in 1669. There is a sketch of his life in the Dictionary of Na- 
tional Biography, which states that he was a brother to Robert Reade, 
who was secretary to his uncle, Sir Francis Windebanke; IV. Robert, 
just referred to as secretary to Windebanke. In March, 1641, he was in 
Paris, having probably fled abroad with Windebanke to escape prose- 
cution by Parliament, which was then bringing to account the agents of 
Charles the First’s misgovernment. He was living in 1669; V. George, 


oe 
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who came to Virginia. 
George Reade came to Virginia in 1637, and is several times men- 
tioned in letters in Vol. 1, Calendar of Colonial State Papers. He was | 
a friend and adherent of Governor Harvey and Secretary Kemp, and ‘ 
when Kemp was in England in 1640, was appointed Secretary of State f 
pro tem. He was Burgess for James City county in 1649 ( Hening 1, 358) ; 
and again in December, 1656 ( /é7d, 421), probably for Gloucester. He ! 
was elected member of the Council March 13, 1657-8 ( /bid, 432), and ; 
again elected April 3, 1658 ( /éid, 505), holding the office until his death 
in 1671 ( General Court Minute Book). On November 20, 1671, the will ts 


of Colonel George Reade was admitted to probate in the General Court 
on the oaths of Mr. Thomas Reade and Henry Richardson. (Colonel 
Reade had a contemporary and kinsman, Thomas Reade, who lived in \ 
York county. ) 
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[6] Captain Nicholas Martian was born 1591 (Hotten’s Emigrants) 
and probably came to Virginia before 1620. There is on record in 
Northampton county an order of Assembly, dated March 28th, 1656, 
which states that Captain Nicholas Martian obtained his denization 
in England, and could hold any office or employment in Virginia. He 
was justice of York county from 1633 to 1657 ( }ork# Records); burgess 
1623; for Kiskyache and the Isle of Kent 1631, and for Kiskyache 1632 
and 1632-3 (Afening 1, 129, 154, 179, 203.) His will dated March st, 1656, 
and proved April 24, 1657, is on record in York county, and divides his 
estate between his daughters Elizabeth wife of Col. George Reade Esq.; 
Mary wife of Lieutennant Colonel John Scarsbrook, and Sarah wife of 
Captain William Fuller [at one time governor of Maryland. ] . 


[c] The records of York county show that Colonel George Reade 
hadason Thomas. An act of Assembly ‘passed Nov. 1769, recites that 
Edmund Gwyn, late of Gloucester, deceased, possesed a tract of land of 
550 acres in the parish of Ware, Gloucester, and by his will dated March 
10, 1683, he devised said land to his son John Gwyn, and in the event of 
his death without issue, to his daughter Lucy Gwyn, and soon after died; 
and said John entered into possession and was succeeded by his sister 
Lucy, who married Thomas Reade, of Glouchester deceased and by him 
had issue Thomas Reade, her eldest son, and John Reade her second 
son; and the said Lucy dying, her son Thomas entered into possession, 
and dying without issue, was succeeded by the said John Reade, late of 
the county of King and Queen, Clerk, deceased, and on his death the 
land descended to his only daughter and heir, Sarah, now the wife of 
John Rootes, Gentleman. The act also recites that Mildred Warner. 
relict of Augustine Warner, of Gloucester, Esquire, possessed a tract of 
land given her by her father George Reade Esq., lying at Cheescake in 
Gloucester, which by her will dated Jan. 4, 1694, she left to two of her 
sons, with reversion to her brothers Robert, Frances, Benjamin and 
Thomas Reade, and the sons dying without issue, the land was divided, 
and two tracts of 200 and 485 acres respectively, became vested in Thom- 
as Reade, who left issue, as above, Thomas and John Reade, and _ this 
land also became vested in Sarah wife of John Rootes ( Hfening viii, 483.) 
As this act was only intended to affect lands inherited by the heir of 
John Reade, it is no evidence as to whether Thomas Reade (son of Col. 
George,) had other children. 

There is near Gloucester Court House the tomb of ‘‘Tho. Reade Gent, 
Eldest son of Tho. Reade gent.,’’ who died April. 27th 1739 in his 42d 
year, and also the tomb of ‘‘Mrs. Lucy the wife of Mr. John Dixon of 
Bristol [Eng.] Daughter of Mr. Thos. Reade,’’ who died Nov. 22d, 1731, 


aged 30 years. 


[d] See preceeding note. Edmund Gwyn had grants of land in Glou- 
cester in 1678 and 1684. 
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[e] Various records show that John Gwyn was minister of Ware par- 
ish, Gloucester, in 1672, and of Abington in 1674 and 1680. 


[f] Colonel Wm. Bernard appears, from the land grants, to have set- 
tled in Nansemond Co., Virginia, about 1640, and to have become in a 
short time, member of the council. Perhaps he was appointed before 
coming to the Colony. He was frequently present at meetings of the 
Council, between March, 1642-3, and March, 1659-60. (Hening |, 239, 
526, &c. ) 

As the records of Nansemond have been destroyed his will cannot be 
found. The records of York county show that in 1653 his wife was Lucy, 
widow of Lewis Burwell, and heir of Robert Higginson. He died be- 
fore Oct., 1667, as his widow Lucy, was then the wife of Philip Ludwell. 

‘Knight of Huntington,’’ in Mr. Rootes’s account, probably refers to 
Francis Bernard, who for forty years resided in the town of Huntington, 
England; represented it in Parliament, was first created a knight and 
afterwards baronet, and died in 1666, in his 66th year. The English ped- 
igrees show that he was not the father of Col. Wm. Bernard. The latter 
may however have belonged to the same family. In Baker's ‘‘North- 
amptonshire’’ is a pedigree of the family of Bernard of Abingdon, in 
in that county. The various branches are not fully carried out, and it is 
possible that Wm. Bernard was a brother of Sir Robert (who was son 
of Francis Bernard of Kingsthorpe, and grandson of Francis Bernard of 
Abingdon, who died in 1602,) or he may have been a son of Thomas 
Bernard, of Reading, Berkshire, who was also a son of the last named 
Francis Bernard. Foster's ‘‘Grays Inn Matriculations,’’ shows that ‘‘Wm. 
Bernard of Abingdon, Co. Northampton, Gent.,’’ entered Gray’s Inn 
Nov. I, 1631. 


[g] Captain Robert Higginson (a name that appears to have been 
commonly pronounced Hickerson) seems to have been prominent as an 
Indian fighter. In 1646 and earlier he commanded at the Middle Plan- 
tation, a palisaded settlement. A deed, recorded in York Aug. 24,1682, 
states that for his services he was given 100 acres at the Middle Planta- 
tion. He seems also to have owned lands in Martin’s Hundred. The 
epitaph of his daughter Lucy (who died Nov. 6, 1675,) on her tomb in 
the Burwell graveyard at ‘‘Carter’s Creek,’’ Gloucester, only states that 
she was the widow of Major Lewis Burwell, and that, ‘She was de- 
scended from the Ancient family of the Higginsons. She was ye only 
Daughter of the valliant Capt. Robert Higginson. One of the first 
command’rs that subdued the country of Virginia from the power of the 


heathen.”’ 


[z] 1. Major Puivir' Roores, the earliest ancestor to whom the 
Virginia family has been traced, lived at ‘‘Rosewall,’’ in King and Queen 
Co., immediately opposite West Point. He is mentioned in a record 
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dated 1738, as ‘‘Major Philip Rootes of King and Queen,’’ and was a 


justice of that county in 1739, and a vestryman of Stratton Major Parish. 


Besides his estate in King and Queen, he owned lands in New Kent and 
Orange, and lots in Fredricksburg. He married Mildred daughter of 
Thomas Reade, and died in 1756. His will was dated Aug. 3d, 1756 and 
was proved in King and Queen, with John Robinson, President of the 
Council, Humphrey Hill and his sons Philip and’ Thos. Reade, executors. 
(See cases reported in 6 Ca//., 21; and 6 Mumford 87, and also will of 
Susanna Livingston of Spotsylvania, who names several of his children. 

Issue. 2. Col. Philip? Rootes, of ‘‘ Rosewall,’’ King and Queen, eldest 
son; was sheriffofthat county in 1765. In June, 1787, was advertised for 
sale the land ‘‘ where Col. Philip Rootes, deceased, lived,”’ in King and 
Queen Co., opposite West Point. He married, Dec. 2 1756, Frances 
Wilcox, (Middlesex Records), and was probably father or grandfather 
of Edmund Wilcox Rootes, a prominent lawyer and recorder of Rich- 
mond city, who died Feb. 11, 1836; 3. THOMAS READE,’ 4. John? was 
a Captain in Byrd’s (2d Va.) regiment, in the French and Indian War, 
and died before 1798, leaving an only son Philip, then alive ( Journal 
House of deligates) John Rootes lived in Gloucester in 1774, and it is 
probable that his son was the Philip Rootes of Gloucester, appointed 
lieutenant U. S. A. in 1800. John Rootes married, March 26, 1760, Sarah 
Reade, (Widdlesex Records) daughter of his uncle Rev. John Reade, Rec- 
tor of Stratton Major Parish; 4. Col. George,? removed to Northwestern 
Va., and appears to have been quite a prominent man in that section. 
He was a member of the House of Burgesses 1774, and member, from 
West Augusta, of the Convention of July, 1775; 6. Mildred,? married 
Feb. 4, 1762, Augustine Smith, of ‘‘ Shooter's Hill,’’ Middlesex; 7. Eliz- 
abeth,? married Rev. John Thompson, Rector of St. Mark’s Parish, Cul- 
peper; 8. Priscilla? married Benj. Grymes, of Spotslyvania; 9. Mary,’ 
married, in 1772, Colonel Anthony Thornton, of *‘ rmsbey,’’ Caroline; 
county-lieutennant during the Revolution, and, probably, Lucy, who 
married Roger Dixon. 

3. THOMAS READE® Roores, married on Feb. 8th, 1768 ( Widdlesex 
Records) Maria daughter of John Smith of ** Shooter's Hill,’’ Middlesex, 
and had issue at least one son. (John Smith, of ‘‘ Purton,’’ Gloucester 
county, Va., married, February 17, 1680, Mary, daughter of Colonel 
Augustine Warner, of ‘‘ Warner Hall,’’ Gloucester, who was Speaker of 
the Burgesses, and Councellor, and died April 17, 1698. He was the 
grandfather of John Smith, of ‘‘Shooter’s Hill,’’ Middlesex, who mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of Edward Jaqueline, of Jamestown, and his wife, 
Martha, daughter of William Cary, and granddaughter of Colonel Miles 
Cary, of Warwick county, also a member of the Council. John and 
Mary Smith were parents of Maria, who married T. R. Rootes. ) 

10. THOMAS READE* Rootes, of ‘* Federal Hill,’’ near Fredericks- 
burg, Va., and afterwards of ‘‘ White marsh,’’ Gloucester county. He 
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was born February 23, 1763, and died January 23, 1824; was a distin- 
guished lawyer, and was member of the House of Delegates in 1793 
and perhaps other years. He married, 1st, Sarah Ryng Battaile, born 
May, 1765, died March 13, 1811 [ “amily Pib/e, which also contains entry 
of the deaths of Miss Mary Robinson, maternal aunt of Mrs. Rootes, 
who died July 17, 1813, aged 83 years and 1o months; of Mrs. Lucy 
Thornton, sister of Mrs. Rootes, who was born October 24, 1767, and 
died without issue July 1, 1840; and of her husband, Boswell Thornton, 
born September 4, 1764, died June 16, 1799]. T. R. Rootes married, 
2d, Mrs. Prosser, and had no issue by this marriage. Issue (1st mar- 
riage): 11. Martha /Jacqueline;> 12. Thomas Reade; 13. Mary Robin- 
son,® born November 21, 1788, died January 29, 1811; married, December 
10, 1809, William Fitzhugh Gordon, of Albemarle county, Va.; member 
Congress 1829-35, and long a member of the State Legislature. No 
issue by this marriage; 14. Sarah Rodinson,;*® 15. Laura Battaile,® born 
July 4, 1797, died unmarried October 25, 1817; 16. Edward Jacqueline 
Smilh,® 17. Serena Ryng® 

11. MARTHA JACQUELINE® Rootes, born September 28, 1786, mar- 
ried, 1st, on May 8, 1810, Howell Cobb,* of Georgia, captain U.S. A. 
and M. C. (born August 3, 1772, died May 26, 1818); no issue. She 
married, 2d, September 10, 1819, Dr. Henry Jackson, an Englishman, 
Professor of Philosophy and Chemistry in the University of Georgia, 
and younger brother of James Jackson, M. C. and Governor of Georgia. 
They were the parents of (1) Henry Rootes® Jackson, of Savannah, 
distinguished as a lawyer, diplomatist and soldier, who served in the Mex- 
ican war and was brigadier-general C. S. A. His son, Henry R." Jack- 
son, Jr., is a distinguished lawyer of Atlanta, and married his cousin, a 
daughter of General T. R. R. Cobb; (2) Martha,® married Colonel F. 
H. Erwin; (3) Sarah,* married Oliver H. Prince. 

12. THOMAS READE® Roores, of Fredericksburg, Va., born January 
18, 1785, died November 2, 1820. He was educated in Edinburgh, and 


*It appears from various authentic records that Samuel. John and Edmund Cobbs, 
brothers, lived in Goochland county, Va., prior to the Revolution. The former married 
Mary, daughter of Colonel Robert Lewis, and was father of Robert Cobbs, who was 
a captain in the Revolutionary army from Virginia, and received land bounty for his ser- 
vices. He has descendants in Georgia. John Cobbs removed from Goochland to Geor- 
gia prior to 1784, as in the Goochland tax-list for that year appears the entry “‘ John 
Cobbs (Georgia) 22 slaves, 38 cattle, 10 horses.'’’ John Cobbs, or Cobb (to which form the 
name was changed), married Mildred, daughter of Howell Lewis, of Granville county, 
N. C., son of Charles Lewis, of ‘“ The Bird,’’ Goochland county, Va., and was the father 
of John Addison and Howell Cobb, named above. The three brothers, first named, had 
an uncle, Thomas Cobb, who also removed to Georgia, and was ancestor of Thomas W. 
Cobb, U. S. Senator from that State. Mary Willis Cebb, youngest sister of Howell and 
John A., married William Jackson, son of Governor James Jackson, of Georgia, and had 
a son, James Jackson, who was M. C., and died a few years since while chief justice of 
Georgia, and a daughter, Mildred Lewis Cobb Jackson, who married Colonel John D. 
Grant, and was the mother of Captain William D. Grant, of Atlanta. 
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was a lawyer; married, April 23, 1807, Anna (born April 1, 1791, died, 
Jefferson City, Mo., May 8, 1871), third daughter of Dr. George French, 
of Spotsylvania county, Va. 

Issue: 18. Anna French,® born January 27, r808, died 1839; married, 
Fredericksburg, December 11, 1839, William Garret Minor, and left two 
sons; (1) Butler,’ married in San Francisco, and left one son, Butler;® 
(2) Mann Page,* born November, 1848, of San Francisco, unmarried in 
1894; 19. Thomas Reade,’ 20. George French,’ 21. Edward Smith,® 
born March 15, 1814, died September 21, 1820; 22. James,® born Octo- 
ber 25, 1817, died unmarried; 23. Lawrence Jacqueline. 


14. SARAH ROBINSON® ROOTES, born September 20, 1792, married, 
April 11, 1812, Colonel John Addison Cobb (born January 5, 1783, died 
November 21, 1855). Issue: 24. Howell,® born September 7, 1815, died 
October 9, 1868; married Mary Ann Lamar. Many years M. C. from 
Georgia, Speaker of House of Representatives, Secretary of Treasury 
under President Buchanan, President of the Provisional Congress, and 
major-general C.S. A. He left Judge Howell Cobb, of Athens, Ga., 
three other sons and two daughters, all married; 25. Laura Battaile,® 
married, March 23, 1841, Professor Williams Rutherford, of Athens, Ga., 
and had a son, a distinguished lawyer, who died in 1891, and four daugh- 
ters, living in 1894, viz: Mary Ann,’ married Frank Lipscomb, Professor 
of Belle’s Lettres in the University of Georgia at his death about 1874, 
and son of Dr. A. A. Lipscomb, Chancellor of the same University; 
Bessie,’ married George A. Mell, Chancellor of the University of Geor- 
gia; Millie,’ Principal of the Lucy Cobb Institute, Athens, Ga., and 
Laura Williams,’ married Joshua C. Hutchins, now of Athens, Ga.; 26. 
Mildred Lewis® of Atlanta Ga., married Col. Luther J. Glenn, and is 
mother of Thomas? Glenn, a distinguished lawyer of Atlanta, 27. Thos. 
Reade Rootes,® regarded in his day as the most eminent lawyer of Geor- 
gia; Brigadier General C. S. A., and killed at the battle of Fredrickburg. 
He married Marian Lumpkin and left three daughters, all married, one of 
them being the wife of Hon. Hoke Smith, present Secretary of the Inte- 
rior; 28. Mary Willis,® married 1st, Col. F. H. Erwin, and 2d, Dr. John N. 
Johnson and had four children; 29. Martha,® married Major John C, 
Whitner of Atlanta. 30. John Boswell,® died 1894; married 1st, Mary 
Athena Lamar, and 2d Alice Culler, and left six children. 

16. EDWARD JACQUELINE SMITH® Rootes, of Gloucester county, Va., 
born January 27, 1804; died July 20, 1840. Married Emily, daughter of 
Thomas Robins, of Gloucester county, and had issue: Thomas R.* and 
Sarah A.,® married E. J. Thruston, of Gloucester. 


17. SERENA RYNG RooreEs,* born Oct. 5, 1802, died 1889, married Aug 5, 
1828, Henry Clinton Lea, of Georgia, who removed to Alabama. Had 
issue: (1) Lucy,® married Dr. J. N. Langhorne; (2.) Col. Sumter,® a 


prominent lawyer of Birmingham, Ala. (3.) Henry C.* married Bettie 
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Mosely; (4.) Martha,® married Jas. A. Harwood; (5.) Mary Willis,® 
married B. F. Harwood. 





19. THOs. READE® Rootes, born Dec. 10, 1809, died ; commader 
U, S. and C. S. N., married Jan. 24, 1838 Mary Overton, daughter of 
Garrett Minor. 

Issue: 31. Elizabeth T.7? married Mann Page Minor, and had one child 
Fontain Meriwether, married, and living in Louisano, Pike Co., Mo., in 
1894; 32. Thos. Reade,’ born Apl. 3d,1840, married Willie Sampson, 
San Jose, Cal., and had one child, Thos. Reade* Rootes; 33. Ann Over- 
ton,’ married Major N. C. Kouns; 34. Lawrence M.’ born Apl. 30, 1845, 
married his cousin Mary Rootes and had one son Felix; 35. George 
M.7 of Fulton, Mo., married Fannie Watson, and had one son, Francis 
Reade.® 

20. GEORGE FRENCH® Rootes, born March 17, 1812, married and 
lived in Memphis, Tenn., and had issue (1.) Betty,’ (2.) George,’ un- 
married, living in New Orleans in 1894; (3. ) William,’ married and left a 
widow and three children living in Memphis in 1894. 

23. LAWRENCE JACQUELINE® Rootes, married Betty Gathright, and 
had (1.) Anna,’ married J. W. Howe; (2.) George,’ married but had no 
issue in 1894; (3.) Mary,’ married Lawrence Rootes; (4.) Bettie,’ mar- 
ried Winston Griffin; (5,) William,’ married and had issue. 


The account of the descendants of T. R. Rootes and Mary Smith, is 
derived chiefly from records in family bibles, with information from the 
family as to late generations. 


[The Coat of Arms accompanying this article is published at the ex- 
pense of a descendant in Georgia, and is from a book-plate believed to 
be that of Philip Rootes, first of the name. } 
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THE COCKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 


(HENRICO) FOURTH GENERATION. 


I. DESCENDANTS OF THOMAS COCKE,* SON OF THOMAS COCKE.? 

Thomas Cocke? left six children: Thomas,* James Powell,‘ Henry,‘ 
Brazure,* Mary,‘ and Elizabeth.‘ 

1. THOMAS CocKE,‘ born c. 1684; died unmarried 1711. 

By his will, probated November 5, 1711, he leaves all his property to 
his three brothers. His appraisement was £147; appraisers, John Cocke, 
Joseph L. Royall, John Archer, John Worsham, Jr. Executors, Little- 
bury Eppes and Samuel Harwood. 

He leaves the tract of land ‘‘on which his Grandmother now lives’’ 
(relict of Thomas Cocke’), called ** Mawborn Hills’’ (note the pronun- 
siation), to his brother, Brashaw Cocke, being the land given him by 
his grandfather. This property, the homestead, had been left to Mar- 
garet Cocke, widow of Thomas Cocke,? for life, and she was still living 
in 1711. 

Thomas Cocke‘ had been the executor of his father’s will, and he was 
in /oco parentis to his younger brothers. It appears from the settlement 
of his accounts that Brazure Cocke had been at a boarding-school. 

His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. Charles Anderson,* 
minister of Westover Parish. He is charged for this sermon, as also for 
attendance of ‘‘ Dr. Cocke’’ and ‘Dr. Irby. Who was this ‘ Dr. 
Cocke?’’ That is an interesting question which we cannot answer. 
Where did he take his degree? About the same time (1705) in the 
Henrico Records there is noted a payment to ‘‘ Dr. Chastain,’’ at Man- 
akin Town. [These families subsequently intermarried. ] 

2. JAMES POWELL Cocke‘ married Martha Anderson (?), born c. 1688, 
died 1747. Martha Anderson may have been sister to Rev. Charles 


Anderson. 

Another member of this Anderson family at this time in Henrico was 
Henry Anderson, probably brother to Rev. Charles Anderson. His 
daughter, Anne Anderson, married Benjamin Ward* (died 1732), and 
they had issue: 1. Colonel Seth Ward,® of ‘‘ Wintopock,’’ member 
House of Burgesses from Chesterfield about 1769; 2. Benjamin;> 3. 
Henry,® of Amelia, alive 1746; 4. Rowland. Benjamin Ward® had a 
daughter, Maria,’ born 1784, who married Peyton Randolph. She was 
said to have been John Randolph's only love. See Virginia Historical 
Magazine, January, 1895, page 312. 


* He was minister of Westover Parish from 1694 to 1718 His tombis still standing at 
Westover. His daughters married John Stith, Henry Taylor, and Ellyson Armistead, all 
belonging to prominent families in Charles City. 
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James Powell Cocke‘ resided at Malvern Hills, and it was he no doubt 
who built the old colonial house now standing. He appears to have 
been County Surveyor of Henrico county, and his name occurs on the 
vestry records of Henrico Parish as Vestryman as early as 1731, and fre- 
quently afterwards.* 

It is a matter of conjecture how the name Powell was introduced into 
the Cocke family. Thomas Cocke’ married Mary Brashear (or Brazure ) 
in Isle of Wight county. Her mother may have been a Powell. Or it 
may have been that Margaret Cocke, wife of Thomas Cocke,? was a 
Powell. 

There lived in the latter half of the seventeenth century in Isle of 
Wight (or Nansemond) county, a Major james Powell, who had (as we 
learn from his will) a sister named Margaret. 

In Thomas* Cocke’s will he bequeaths to his daughter a gold ring 
marked ‘‘J. P. and M. C.,’’ which had probably belonged to her mother, 
Mary (Brashear) Cocke, and might have been a gift from James Powell 
(in this case supposed to be her mother’s brother). 

At all events it is to be noted that Thomas Cocke’ married in Nanse- 
mond county, i the neighborhood of Major James Powell. 

Thomas Cocke? had a son named James, and he had also a son named 
Stephen. Now Stephen was distinctively a name in the Powell family, 
and it does not occur anywhere else either in England or Virginia in the 
Cocke family. Sir Stephen Powell (a member of the Virginia Com- 
pany) sub. £37 1os. and paid £100. He was one of the six clerks of 
chancery, London, and was knighted at Theobald’s July 21, 1604; M. C. 
for Virginia Company, 1609, and still living in 1619. The name of Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Powell is one of the most prominent in Captain John 
Smith’s History—“‘ one of the first planters,’’ as he calls him, ‘‘a valiant 
souldier, and not any in the country better knowne amongst them,”’ 
Vol. ii, 68. About 1730 there was a descendant of Richard Cocke? 
named Nathanie/. All these facts are worthy of consideration. 

These Powells were a famous group in the early period of Virginia. 
The first of them, Sergeant-Major Anthony Powell, was killed at St. 
Augustine in 1586 in the expedition of Sir Francis Drake. 

In 1618 Captain Nathaniel Powell was Governor of Virginia and mem- 
ber of the Council in 1621, and was killed at Powel’s Brooke, ‘‘ near 
Flowerda hundred,’’ in the Indian massacre of 1622. He married a 
daughter of William Tracy, son of Sir John Tracy, and it was about 
1680 that Dorothy Cocke, daughter of Thomas Cocke, of Castleditch, 
county Hereford, England, married Viscount Tracy, of Ireland. [Her 





*In the handwriting of John Randolph, copied from a family Bible, the following entry 


occurs : 
Sarah Randolph, daughter of Henry Randolph, baptized 1715 by Mr. William Finney. 
Sponsors Mr. Richard Randolph, Mr. James Powell Cock, Mrs. Anne Epes, Mrs. Sarah 
Epes. William and Mary Quarterly, \V, 2, 126. 
7 
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brother, Charles Cocke, M. P. for the city of Worcester, 1691, married 
the niece of Lord Chancellor Somers.] Captain William Powell was 
also famous at this time (administration of Governor Yeardley). He 
was a member of first House of Burgesses, 1619. Captain John Smith, 
in his history, mentions Captain John Powell as ‘‘one of the first and 
leading adventurers to the planting of this fortunate isle [the Barba- 
does],’’ and states that ‘‘ Capt. Henry Powell brought thither the first 
planters ’’ (40 English and 7 or 8 negroes). 

William Powell, it is stated, left two sons, Cuthbert and Thomas, who 
were living in Lancaster in 1660, and were the ancestors of the Powells 
of Lancaster and Loudoun counties. (See American Monthly Maga- 
zine, February, 1895.) 


OLpD St. JOHN’S CHURCH. 


‘In 1737, at a vestry meeting held at Curl’s Church for Henrico Parish, 
there were present: James Powell Cocke, James Cocke, church wardens; 
Richard Randolph, John Redford, Bowler Cocke, John Bolling, William 
Fuller, John Povall, John Williamson, and Robert Mosby. At this 
meeting a resolution was passed to build a church, 60 feet long by 25 
feet in breadth, after the model of Curl’s Church, near Thomas William- 
son’s. 

‘‘At a meeting held December 20, 1739 (same names pretty much), it 
was agreed to build a church ‘on the land the Hon. William Bird, Esq., 
60 feet long and 25 feet broad.’ Richard Randolph, gentleman, was the 
contractor. The sum of £317 tos. to be paid for same. 

‘‘Ata vestry meeting held for Henrico Parish October 13, 1740, the fol- 
lowing members were present: William Stith, clerk; James Powell 
Cocke, James Cocke, gentlemen, church wardens; Richard Randolph, 
John Redford, Bowler Cocke, John Williamson, and William Fuller, 
gentlemen, vestrymen. 


A letter was read by Richard Randolph, gentleman, as follows: 


From the Hon. William Byrd, Esq. 

‘Sir—October 12, 1740—I should with great pleasure oblige the ves- 
try, and particularly yourself, in granting them an acre to build their 
church upon; but there are so many roads already thro’ that land that 
the damage to me would be too great to have another of a mile cut 
through it. I should be very glad if you would please to think Rich- 
mond a proper place, and considering the great number of people that 
live below it, and would pay their devotions there, that would not care 
to go so much higher. I cannot but think it would be agreeable to most 
of the people, and if they will agree to have it there, I will give them 
two of the best lots that are not taken up, and besides give them any 
pine timber they can find on that side of Shockoe Creek, and wood for 
burning of bricks into the bargain. I hope the gentlemen of the vestry 
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will believe me a friend to the church when I make this offer, and that I 


am both theirs, sir, and your humble servant, 
. W. Byrop.’ 


‘* Whereupon the question was put whether the church should be built 
on the hill called Indian Town, at Richmond, or at Thomas William- 
son’s plantation, on the Brook road, and is carried by a majority of votes 
for the former. 

‘‘It is therefore ordered that the church formerly agreed on to be built 
by Richard Randolph, gentleman, on the south side of Bacon’s Branch, 
be built on Indian Town, at Richmond, after the same manner as in the 


said former agreement was mentioned. 
JAMES P’L COCKE, 


JAMES COCKE.”’ 


This is the origin of old St. John’s Church, on Church Hill, in Rich- 
mond, which thrilled with Patrick Henry's eloquence in the Revolution- 
ary period. 

It will be observed that there were three Cockes on the Vestry Board 
of Henrico Parish at this ttme.* Thirty years afterwards (1785) we find 
Bowler Cocke® and Edmund Randolph the church wardens of the same 
parish. Turner Southall, a descendant of William Cocke,* was on the 
Board in the same post-Revolutionary period. (See Meade. ) 

The will of James Powell Cocke is dated August 19, 1747. It was 
probated ‘‘ the first Monday in September ”’ following, which proceeding 
is certified by Bowler Cocke, clerk. It was evidently written in his last 
sickness, and is very short, and bears every mark of having been written 
by a very illiterate and very ignorant person. 

He had two children, Martha and James [the latter had married Mary 
Magdalene Chastain at Manakin Town in 1743]. We do not know 
whom Martha married. 

By the will the testator seemed to have designed to leave all of his 
property to his wife for life; then to his son, James, for life; then to his 
grandson, Chastain, son of James, excepting some advancement that he 
had made to his daughter, Martha, and excepting ‘‘four negro girls”’ 
left to his granddaughter, Martha (daughter of James). He makes his 
son, James, his executor. He had two plantations, ‘‘ Mawborne Hills,”’ 
and ‘‘ Four Mile Ford’ (near Richmond), and his Inventory (which is 
dated five years after his death) lists some 28 slaves. 

His son, James Cocke, had only two children at the time of his father’s 
death, though he had a number afterwards. 











*In his ‘‘ Lifeand Times of James Madison,’’ the Hon, W. C. River has the remark : 
“The vestrymen of that day, we shall find, were the Washingtons, the Lees, the Ran- 
dolphs, the Masons, the Blands, the Pendletons, the Nelsons, the Nicholas’, the Harri- 
sons, the Pages, the Madisons, and other names far too numerous to recapitulate in 
detail, which stand among the first on the roll of our Revolutionary worthies.”’ Vol i, 50. 
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3. HENRY CocKkF*‘ was the third son of Thomas Cocke.* Born c. 1690; 
died 1715. James Powell Cocke and his brother-in-law, William Finney, 
his executors. He was only some 25 years old. No record of his mar- 
riage. 

4. BRAzURE CocKE*‘ was the fourth son of Thomas Cocke.? He was 
born c. 1694, and was living in 1753 in James City county, where he re- 
moved about 1730. He probably married there, and the most interesting 
fact about him is that he was probably the father of Auditor James 
Cocke, of Williamsburg, who died 1781-go, and was a very prominent 
figure in the Revolutionary period. 

Brazure Cocke was named after his mother’s family, and was the 


youngest son. It appears from an entry in the executorial accounts of 


Thomas Cocke‘ that he had been sent to a boarding-school, which is an 
interesting fact at this early period, about 1710.* 

5. Mary Cocke,‘ daughter of Thomas,* married the Rev. William 
Finney, who died in 1727. His will is in Henrico clerk’s office. They 
left issue William and Mary. 

There is a deed of gift for 370 acres of land, in 1736, from James Pow- 
ell Cocke and his sister, Mary Finney, to William Finney. 


The Rev. William Finney, M. A., was a graduate of the University of 


Glasgow (name spelled Finnie). Colonel William Finney in the Revo- 
lution was Quartermaster-General of the Virginia forces. There was a 
Rev. Alexander Finnie, minister in Prince George, and a Captain Alex- 
ander Finnie, of Williamsburg, in employ of Governor Spotswood in 
1752. 

William Finnie was minister of Varina Parish 1714-27, and in 1724 he 
was one of the “sureties ”’ 
Henry Wood and Martha Cocke. 


6. ELIZABETH COCKE,‘ daughter of Thomas.* We know nothing of 


her. 
II. DESCENDANTS OF STEPHEN COCKE,’ SON OF THOMAS.” 


1. ABRAHAM COCKE,‘ born c. 1690; died 1759. He got his name 
from the Jones’. Stephen Cocke had a half brother named Abraham 
Jones. 

Abraham Cocke journeyed to Amelia, to the banks of the Nottoway 
River, then part of Prince George; he had interests near Petersburg. 


*‘* There was a Horse Race,’’ says the Virginia Gazette of December 14, 1739, *‘ round 
the Mile Course [at Williamsburg] the First Day [of the Fair], for a Saddle of Forty Shil- 
lings Value. Eight Horses started, by Sound of Trumpet, and Col. Chiswell's Horse, 
Edgcomb, came in First, and won the Saddle; Mr. Cocke's Horse, Sing’d Cat, came in 
Second, and won the Bridle, of 12 Shillings Value; and Mr. Drummond’s Horse, 
came in Third, and won the Whip.” Virginia Historical Magazine, ii, 5, page 300. 

This ‘‘Mr. Cocke’’ was probably Brazure Cocke. There were no other Cockes in 
James City county. 





at the baptism of Valentine Wood, son of 
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His children were related to the descendants of Major Peter Jones and 
Colonel Abram Wood. 

The Act of Assembly (1720—see Hening) enabling Abraham Cocke 
to sell certain entailed lands, mentions the land granted to Stephen 
Cocke’ at Malborne Hill, and farther says the said Stephen Cocke de- 
parted this life, leaving issue a son and a daughter, to-wit: Abraham 
Cocke and Agnes, ‘‘ now the wife of Richard Smith,”’ 

The will of Abraham Cocke was probated in Amelia county May 22, 
1760. He died 1759. 

He seems to have owned large estates in what is now Nottoway and 
Lunenburg counties. He leaves a plantation or one (sometimes two) 
tracts of land to each of his six sons: Peter, Abraham, Stephen, Thomas, 
John, and William, and he leaves two slaves to each of his four daugh- 
ters, slaves to his sons, and a mill to his wife. These lands lay in Amelia 
(now Nottoway), on the Great and Little Nottoway Rivers, and in 
Lunenburg. 

His four daughters were named Mary (married Richard Ellis), Agnes 
(married Charles Hamlin), Martha, and Elizabeth. 

In the year 1751 he was Sheriff of Amelia, then a large county, and a 


justice 1745-60. In 1749 he is recorded as a Vestryman of Nottoway 


Parish. 

His youngest son was General William Cocke,*® one of the founders 
of the State of Tennessee (Cocke county is called after him), and one 
of the first two Senators in Congress from that State (1795-1805). 

General John Cocke,® son of General William Cocke,® had a fierce 
controversy with General Andrew Jackson (see Parton's Life of Jack- 
SON). 

2. Agnes Cocke,‘ daughter of Stephen.’ She married Richard Smith; 
we know nothing more of her. 


Ill. DESCENDANTS OF JAMES CocKE,’ SON OF THOMAS.? 


James Cocke,’ married Elizabeth Pleasants. They had issue: 1. James 
Cocke,‘ born c. 1690; died c. 1769. His mother (Elizabeth Pleasants ) 
lived, as we have stated, until 1751. The will of Elizabeth ( Pleasants ) 
Cocke, recorded in Henrico county, mentions her daughter, Elizabeth 
Poythress, her grandson, William Fleming Cocke (son of Pleasant 
Cocke, deceased), her granddaughters, Rebecca, Ann, and Tabitha, 
and her son, James Cocke,‘ who is made her executor. She bequeaths 
12 negroes to the above, and the residue of her estate to James Cocke.‘ 

James Cocke* was a member of the vestry of Henrico Parish in 1735, 
and afterwards down to 1750 or later. It. was he whose name is associ- 
ated with that of James Powell Cocke‘ in connection with the founding 
of old St. John’s Church. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


‘“THE TRAPANNED MAIDEN.”’ 


The following ballad was copied by Mrs. Alice Morse Earle, the well- 
known writer, from a collection of old Black Letter Ballads in the British 
Museum, and sent us for publication. It is entitled ‘* The Trapanned 


Maiden or the Distressed Damsel.’’ As a picture of the condition of 


the indented servant of Colonial Virginia, it will be recognized by all 
familiar with the subject as full of the exaggerations of poetical license. 
There was a well-known law in that age against all white women being 
forced to work in the field, unless of the most abandoned character. 
To those who wish to know the true condition of the servants at that 
time, Bruce’s ‘‘Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury,’’ Chapters IX and X, and Ballagh’s ‘‘ White Servitude in Virginia,” 


are recommended. The ballad, while of no real historical value, is of 


interest in itself: 
The Girl was cunningly trapan’d, 
Sent to Virginny from England; 
Where she doth Hardship undergo, 
There is no cure, it must be so; 
But if she lives to cross the main, 
She vows she’ll ne’er go there again. 


Give ear unto a Maid 

That lately was betray’d, 
And sent into Virginny, O: 

In brief I shall declare, 

What I have suffered there, 
When that I was weary, O. 


When that first I came 
To this land of Fame, 
Which is called Virginny, O: 
The Axe and the Hoe 
Have wrought my overthrow, 
When that I was weary, O. 


Five years served | 
Under Master Guy, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
Which made me for to know 
Sorrow, Grief, and Woe, 

When that I was weary, O. 


Le rece 




















me 


er 
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When my Dame says, Go, 
Then must I do so, 
In the land of Virginny, O: 
When she sits at meat 
Then I have none to eat, 
When that I was weary, O. 


The cloathes that I brought in, 
They are worn very thin, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
Which makes me for to say 
Alas! and well-a-day, 

When that I was weary, O. 


Instead of Beds of Ease, 

To lye down when I please, 
In the land of Virginny, O: 

Upon a bed of straw, 

I lay down full of woe, 
When that I was weary, O. 


Then the Spider, she 
Daily waits on me, 
In the land of Virginny, O: 
Round about my bed 
She spins her tender web, 
When that I was weary, O. 


So soon as it is day, 
To work I must away, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
Then my Dame she knocks 
With her tinder box, 

When that I was weary, O. 


I have played my part 
Both at Plow and Cart, 
In the land of Virginny, O: 
Billats from the Wood, 
Upon my back they load, 
When that I was weary, O. 


Instead of drinking Beer, 
I drink the waters clear, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
Which makes me pale and wan, 
Do all that e’er I can, 

When that I was weary, O. 
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If my Dame says, Go, 
I dare not say no, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
The water from the spring 
Upon my head I bring, 

When that I was weary, O. 


When the Mill doth stand, 
I’m ready at command, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
The Mortar for to make, 
Which made my heart to ake, 

When that I was weary, O. / 





When the child doth cry, 
I must sing, By-a-by, > 
In the land of Virginny, O: 
No rest that I can have 
Whilst I am here a slave, 
When that I weary, O. 


A thousand Woes beside, 
That I do here abide, 
In the land of Virginny, O: 
In misery I spend 
My time that hath no end, 
When that I was weary, O. 


Then let Maids beware, 
All by my ill-fare, 

In the land of Virginny, O: 
Be sure thou stay at home, 
For if you do here come, 

You will all be weary, O. 





But if it be my chance, 
Homeward to advance, 

From the land of Virginny, O: 
If that I once more 
Land on English shore, 

I’ll no more be weary, O. 


> 





COLONIAL RECORDS OF MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND BURIALS. 


(Contributed by Hon. J. H. Brown.) 


Every act of the Grand Assembly (and they are numerous) from 1631 
to 1748, and subsequently, required a record, under oath and penalty, 
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to be made and kept of all births, marriages, baptisms, and burials in 
each county. In some the preamble set forth the object, the evils, and 
the remedy, and declared the record so made should be and remain a 
record forever. 

Such was the act of 1659—I Aven. S?¢., page 542—entitled ‘‘An act to 
record all marriages, births, and burials.’’ ‘‘ Whereas many differences 
arise about the age of orphans, & enquries are often made for persons 
imported into the colony, of whose death no positive certificate can be 
granted for want of register. Be it therefore enacted—That every par- 
ish shall well & truly & plainly record & set down in a doo provided 
for the purpose, all marriages, deaths & births, that shall happen within 
the parish. And in the month of March in every year, the person ap- 
pointed by the parish so to do, shall make true certificate into the clerke 
of every county, to the intent the same may ‘here remain on record for- 
ever.’’ By act of 1661—2 Hen. St., page 54—the above act of 1659 was 
in substance re-enacted and continued. 

By act of 1705—3 Hen. St., page 445—lists of marriage licenses were 
required to be returned by the c/eré of each county court to the Gov- 
ernor, annually, in October, and also to deliver to the sheriff the account 
of the Governor's fees for said licenses, to be collected for the Governor. 

By proclamation of 1712—4 Hen. St¢., page 550—Governor Spotswood 
enforced the execution of those acts, requiring it read in all the churches, 
and the justices to present and prosecute all ministers, clerks, and mas- 
ters who were delinquent in its execution. 

By act of 1713—4 Hen. St., page 42—‘‘ Whereas it is judged conveni- 
ent, that an exact & regular account of all persons, who shall be dorn, 
christened, or buried in this colony, should be kept,’’ &c. It was re- 
quired that the minister of every parish should keep a fair and exact 
register of all births and deaths and baptisms within his parish. The 
act to be read publicly in all the churches twice a year. 

By act of 1748—6 Hen. St., page 84—every clerk of a county court 
shall, in October, annually, deliver to the Governor, &c., a true list af all 
marriage licenses by him issued, &c. 





MILITARY PUNISHMENTS. 


I am anxious to obtain examples and accounts of military punishments 
in Colonial and Revolutionary times, such as “‘ riding the wooden horse,”’ 
being tied to a wheelbarrow, and wearing the ‘‘drunkard’s cloak.” 
The latter, known also as the “ barrel shirt,’’ consisted of a barrel with 
a hole cut in the head at one end, through which the offender’s head 
was thrust. © I have heard that the latter mode of punishment was often 
employed in camp in our Civil War. Also further examples of punish- 
ment of being ‘‘ dragged at a Boat’s Stern’’ (page 363, April number 
Virginia Magazine); also of public penance as shown on page 27, July 
number Virginia Magazine. Also examples of the use of the d7/boes. 
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Any references to these modes of punishment, from church, court, mili- 
tary, or town records, or any suggestions where information may be 
found will be gratefully received. 
ALICE MORSE EARLE. 
242 Henry St., Brooklyn, N. ¥. 


CLAIBORNE. 
(Contributed by J. E. Cross.) 


It may interest your California correspondent and others to learn that 
by heraldic rules the eldest, or senior line of a family, a/onve, has the 
right to bear and use the paternal coat, unquartered, or undifferenced. 

In this family it should be so borne by the eldest brother of the late 
General Patrick Ronayne Cleburne, C. T. A., and by him only. He is 
the head and representative of the name. 

2. As Secretary William Clayborne (or Cleyborne, as the name is 
spelled in his commission A. D. 1625) was a younger son of this house, 
he probably used the quartered coat, as tricked in the * Visitations of 
Westmoreland "’ in the London College of Arms. 

3. Crests and mottoes being non-essential parts of coat armour, may 
be varied or assumed at the pleasure of the bearer. Punning mottoes, 
names, or arms. Was a silly fad of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies. 

The sentence is ‘‘ Losse clibbor na sceame ’’—a clumsy, ungrammati- 
cal equivalent for sticking, or cleaving, to: what is praiseworthy, rather 
than to what others considered shameful. No doubt the stubborn old 
Secretary thought it more praiseworthy to turn Puritan, to get his way, 
rather than to be satisfied with the shameful Royalist effort to silence 
his grievances with the oftices of Treasurer and Secretary of State. 

4. Esten Cooke’s sketch was more novelistic than historic, though 
founded on his own accurate research, or the recent views of Harrison, 
of Maryland, Lemuel Chester, Sainsbury, Sidney Howard Gay, and 
others. 


GENEALOGICAL NOTE AS TO THE SPENCER FAMILY. 


Extract from a letter dated Berkeley, May 12, 1780, from John Aviss 
to Robert Carter, of Nomini: 


‘“* * an affair that was transacted between your Grand Father the 
Honble. Robert Carter, and Nicholas Spencer Esqr., one of my Great 
Unkles, upwards of Seventy years ago. Nicholas Spencer Esqr. sold to 
your Grand Father a Large Tract of Land whereon you now live, in 
order to Raise Money to Prosecute a Suit in England for an Estate his 
Brother The Honble. William Spencer had Mortgaged when he was 
Elected Member of Parliament for the County of Bedford, and which 
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he fell Heir too. Nicholas Spencer Esq’r went home to England. * * 
my Unkle Nicholas dying in a short time after he went home, My Grand 
Father John Spencer fell Heir to his Estate.”’ 
The undersigned is in possession of this letter. 
CHARLES P. KEITH. 


THE BERMUDIANS. 


The following is taken from a Norfolk paper published early in the 
present century: 

The late cyclone was one of the most severe on record. It destroyed 
many villages in Jamaica, and desolated whole parishes in Bermuda. 
We cannot help feeling for the Bermudians, for they are our near kin- 
dred. Bermuda Street, in our city, was settled by emigrants from those 
islands, who fled from the tyranny of one of the Governors. These 
men were oppressed in their island-home, and determined to be free. 
They were not permitted by the tyrant to leave; but they found a vessel 
on the coral reefs, that had been wrecked there and abandoned. They 
patched the wreck up as best they could, and were compelled to do this 
by stealth at night. -In the darkness they got aboard their little craft, 
crowded down with passengers. The schooner started, rigged with a 
jurymast made of a spar, and furnished with a sail made of the bed- 
clothing of the refugees; the rudder was simply a wide board shaped 
like a paddle, lashed to the stern, and they had no compass. They 
steered for the broad Continent, and luckily made the capes of Virginia. 
They entered the wide Elizabeth, ran up the river, and into what is now 
Newton’s creek. They ran their leaky craft ashore back of Captain 
Cornick’s garden, in a place that in our youth was still called Tucker- 
town, after one of the great Bermuda families, a member of which set- 
tled on that spot. 

The rest of the refugees settled along the creek on what is now Ber- 
muda Street. On it were built the dwellings of the Tuckers, the Cor- 
nicks, the Steeds, the Jeffreys, the De Butts, the Ives’, the Archers, the 
Probys, the Robinsons, the Ramsays, and several other of our old fami- 
lies. Many of these names still exist in our city, in Portsmouth, and in 


the neighboring counties. 
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VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


THE MECKLENBURG DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

To the Editor of the Virginia Historical Magazine: 

Sik,—In the number for July of your valuable Magazine, the Hon. 
W. W. Henry, of Richmond, publishes a review of ‘‘ Why North Caro- 
linians Believe in the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence of May 
20, 1775,’’ a pamphlet recently issued by Prof. Alexander Graham and 
myself. Before entering upon this review Mr. Henry states his grounds 
for doubting the authenticity of said declaration, as follows: ‘| find 
unimpeachable record evidence that in the North Carolina Provincial 
Congress, which met on the 20th of August, 1775, just three months 
after the supposed declaration, Thomas Polk, John Phifer, Waightstill 
Avery, and John McKnitt Alexander—representatives from Mecklenburg 
county—not only acknowledged their allegiance to the British Crown, 
but indignantly denied that independence had been aimed at in any part 
of the State.’’ Also, ‘‘I find a test oath subscribed by these ten mem- 
bers, with the others, which commences as follows: ‘We, the subscrib- 
ers, professing our allegiance to the King, and acknowledging the con- 
stitutional executive power of government, do solemnly profess, testify, 
and declare, etc.’’’ Therefore, argues Mr. Henry, ‘‘ Either the Con- 
gress of North Carolina, including the delegates from Mecklenburg 
county, told the truth and the declaration was not made; or the declara- 
tion was made, and the North Carolina Congress, including the delegates 
from Mecklenburg county, were guilty of base falsehood, etc.”’ 

All of which is true, but does not disprove a declaration of indepen- 
dence at Charlotte on May 20, 1775; on the contrary, it shows that the 
representatives from Mecklenburg, together with other members of the 
Provincial Congress, were guilty of that ‘‘insincerity and duplicity,”’ 
which Justin Winsor says, in his Narrative and Critical History of Amer- 
ica, Volume VI, pages 246 to 251, was common to Provincial and 
Continental Congresses of that time, they being illegal bodies whose 
members were chosen because of their disloyalty to England. An ex- 
amination of the journal of this North Carolina Provincial Congress 
reveals the fact that the delegates, while professing allegiance to the 
King, encouraged rebellion and sedition in every manner possible. For 
example: On the first day of its session a resolution was adopted declaring 
that the Regulators, who had fought the King’s Governor at the battle of 
Alamance, in 1771, ‘‘and every one of them,’’ ought to be protected from 
every attempt to punish them by any means whatsoever, and the Con- 
gress would to their utmost protect them from any punishment because 
of the late insurrection. On the second day a test oath was subscribed 
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by every delegate, which, although professing allegiance to the King, 
pledged the members to maintain and support all and every the acts, 
resolutions, and regulations of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gresses, two unlawful assemblies, the latter of which the Governor, ina 
proclamation, had forbidden to convene. On the third day a committee, 
appointed by this same Congress to try John Coulson for suspected loy- 
alty to the Crown, made him swear: ‘‘| will for the future support and 
defend, to the utmost of my power, the rights and liberties of America.”’ 
On the fourth day a committee was designated to report a plan of pro- 
vincial government, rendered necessary it was said, by ‘‘ his excellency 
the Governor refusing to exercise the functions of his office by leaving 
the Province and retiring on board a man of war, without any threats or 
violence to compel him to such a measure.’’ ‘‘ The impudence of this,”’ 
says the editor of the North Carolina Colcnial Records, ‘‘ is simply sub- 
lime,’’ as the facts are these: Within a week after the Mecklenburg 
Declaration, we learn from those records, Abner Nash, one of the dele- 
gates in this Provincial Congress, at the head of a mob, had caused the 
Governor to vacate New Bern, the seat of government, and take refuge 
in Fort Johnston on the Cape Fear River, from whence he was driven 
by Colonel Ashe, another delegate, with an armed regiment at his back, 
on board the Cruzier, His Majesty’s Man of war. And this is what the 
Provincial Congress called refusing to exercise the functions of his 
office and leaving the Province. On the fifth day the Governor’s pro- 
clamation was ordered to be burned by the common hangman because 
it denounced the illegal election by which these delegates were chosen, 
and forbade the unlawful assembling of the Congress. This is a part of 
the first week’s proceedings of an organization that deceived Mr. Henry, 
as to its loyalty, by professing allegiance to the King. On page 98 of 
Volume X, N. C. Colonial Records, we find a letter of the Royal Gov- 
ernor, dated July 16, 1775, requesting the British authorities to ‘ pro- 
scribe’’ or outlaw Cornelius Harnett, Robert Howe, Samuel Ashe, and 
Abner Nash, who, a month later, were leading delegates in this Provin- 
cial Congress, ‘‘as persons who have marked themselves out as proper 
subjects for such distinction in this Colony by their unremitted labors to 
promote sedition and rebellion here from the beginning of the discon- 
tents in America, to this time, they stand foremost among the patrons 
of revolt and anarchy.’’ While, by professing allegiance to the King, 
the North Carolina Provincial Congress misled Mr. Henry, it did not 
delude the Colonial Governor, who says in a proclamation on page 17, 
Volume X, N. C. Colonial Records: ‘* Professions of duty and allegiance 
to the King (were) in order, the more effectually to deceive and betray 
the innocent and unwary people into the most flagrant violations 
thereof.’’ Thus, we see, as Mr. Henry states, ‘‘the declaration was 
made, and the North Carolina Congress, including the delegates from 
Mecklenburg county, were guilty of base falsehood.’’ ‘“‘ Insincerity and 
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duplicity ’’ were not confined to this North Carolina Convention, but 
‘deceptive methods’’ are also found, Justin Winsor says, in the pro- 
ceedings of the Continental Congress. 

After having stated the reasons for his disbelief in the genuineness of 
the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, Mr. Henry proceeds to 
review the pamphlet, and of his many criticisms we have space to notice 
only two. Among other things he denies that the copy of the resolu- 
tions which the Governor read in the Cape Fear Mercury of June, 1775, 
declared independence. And when confronted with a proclamation of 
the Royal Executive, which spgaks of them as ‘declaring the entire 
dissolution of the government,”’ Mr. Henry claims ‘‘the Governor may 
have exaggerated,”’ although there is nothing in his Excellency’s public 
papers to indicate that he was addicted to such a habit. In order that 
the reader may see which resolutions were contained in the Cape Fear 
Mercury, we will now compare the resolves of May 31st and the decla- 
ration of the 2oth, with statements of the Governor as to what he saw 
in that paper. The first mention he makes of the publication in the 
Cape Fear Mercury is contained in his address to the Executive Council 
on June 25, 1775 (N. C. Colonial Records, Volume X, pages 38-39), in 
which he speaks of ‘‘ the late most treasonable publication by a commit- 
tee in the County of Mecklenburg, explicitly renouncing obedience to 
His Majesty’s Government and all lawful authority whatsoever.’’ Now 
the 31st resolves do not ‘‘renounce obedience,’’ but state in their pre- 
amble that they are intended only ‘‘to provide in some degree for the 
exigencies of this county in the present alarming period.’’ While the 
declaration of the 20th is guilty of ‘‘ explicitly renouncing obedience to 
His Majesty’s Government’’ in the following language: ‘‘ Resolved 
that we the citizens of Mecklenburg County do hereby dissolve the 
political bonds which have connected us with the mother country, and 
absolve ourselves from all allegiance to the British Crown.’’ On page 
48 of the same volume there is a letter of the Governor, dated June 30, 
1775, in which he writes: ‘‘ The resolves of the Committee of Mecklen- 
burg, which your Lordship will find in the enclosed newspaper, surpass 
all the horrid and treasonable publications that the inflamatory spirits of 
this country has yet produced.’’ The resolves of the 31st do not claim 
to be treasonable, and in order to avoid such suspicion, state expressly 
in rule XVIII, that they are to ‘‘ be in full force and virtue ’’ only ‘‘ until 
Great Britain resign its unjust and arbitrary pretensions with respect to 
America.’’ While the resolutions of May 20th declare treason in the 
highest degree, after this manner: Resolved—"“ that the Crown of Great 
Britain cannot be considered hereafter as holding any rights, privileges, 
or immunities among us.’’ Next, in a proclamation, dated August 8, 
1775, the Governor recites: ‘‘ Whereas I have also seen a most infamous 
publication in the Cape ear Mercury, importing to be resolves of a set 
of people styling themselves a Committee of the County of Mecklen- 
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burg, most traitorously declaring the entire dissolution of the laws, 
government, and constitution of this country.’’ The resolves of May 
31st (says the late J. C. Welling, D. D., LL. D., on page 282 of the 
North American Review for April, 1874), ‘‘so far from contemplating 
anything like a formal or definitive separation from Great Britain, dis- 
tinctly avow that they are meant to be purely provisional, temporary, 
and contingent in their force and virtue.’’ On the other hand, the decla- 
ration of May 2oth ‘‘ declares the entire dissolution of the laws, govern- 
ment, and constitution ’’ in Resolve III, as follows: ‘‘ That we do hereby 
declare ourselves a free and independent people, are, and of right ought 
to be, a sovereign and self-governing people, under the power of God 
and the General Congress.’’ There are other allusions of the Governor 
in the North Carolina Colonial Records, to the Mecklenburg Declara- 
tion, but we deem those cited sufficient to show that what the Governor 
saw in the Cape Fear Mercury were not resolves that were ‘‘ purely pro- 
visional, temporary, and contingent in their force and virtue,’’ as Presi- 
dent Welling states, but resolutions that were guilty, according to his 
Excellency, of ‘‘ declaring the entire dissolution of the laws, govern- 
ment, and constitution of this country,’’ and also *‘ explicitly renouncing 
obedience to His Majesty’s Government.”’ 

Next, Mr. Henry contends that there is a confusion of the dates, May 
2oth and May 31st, because the ‘‘ old style ’’ of computing time was not 
obsolete in North Carolina at the time of the Mecklenburg Declaration, 
and remarks: ‘‘ The change of the mode of reckoning time from the 
Julian to the Gregorian system, whereby the 20th of May would be writ- 
ten the 31st May, had not been fully adopted in the Colonies, though 
dates were often written with both numbers. Thus this date would be 
expressed May 20-31, and in long years after the old people might well 
remember it as May 2o0th.’’ This is a very ingenious theory, but, unfor- 
tunately for Mr. Henry, it does not apply to North Carolina for 1775, the 
year the declaration was adopted. A comparison of the dates of the 
meetings of the Committees of Safety, Provincial Congresses, and State 
papers, with a century calendar, shows that they correspond with the 
Gregorian system or ‘‘new style.’ Thus an erroneous argument, long 
used by the doubters of the genuineness of the Mecklenburg Declara- 
tion of Independence, is dissipated. 


GEORGE W. GRAHAM, M. D. 


Charlotte, N. C., August 27, 1896. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Martyrs of the Prison Ships of the Revolution. By Mrs. Alice Morse 


Earle. Brooklyn, 1896. 
Life of Nathaniel Massie. Cincinnati, 1896. 


Oration on Colonel William Prescott. By Prof. William Everett. 
Boston, 1896. 


Walks in our Churchyards. By. J. F. Mines. New York, 1896. 


Inventors—Men of Achievement Series. By P. G. Hubard. New 
York, 1896. 


Maryon Family of England. 


Governor Harrington, of North Carolina. By M. D. Heywood. Ra- 
leigh, N. C. 


Story of Slavery in New Jersey. Johns Hopkins Press. Baltimore, 
Md. 


Iron Making in Alabama. By W. B. Phillips. Montgomery, Ala. 
Connecticut Historical Society Collections, Vol. 5. 


Annual Report of American Historical Association. Washington, 
a <. 


Pennsylvania Magazine of History for July quarter. Philadelphia, 
Pa., 1896. 


American Historical Magazine for July, 1896. Nashville, 1896. 


New England Historical and Genealogical Register for July quarter. 
Boston, July, 1896. 


American Geographical Society Bulletin, No. 2. 1896. 








PUBLICATIONS 


OF THE 


Virginia Historical Society. 


NEW SERIES. 


‘Collections of the Virginia Historical Society. New Series. Edited 
by R. A. Brock, Curresponding Secretary and Librarian of the Society, 
(Seal) Richmond, Va. Published by the Society.’’ Eleven annual 
volumes, uniform. 8vo., cloth, issued 1882-92, carefully indexed, as 


follows: 


The Official Letters of Alexander Spotswood, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Colony of Virginia, 1710-1722. Now first printed from the manu- 
script in the Collections of the Virginia Historical Society, with an 
introduction and notes. Vols. I and fl. 
Two Volumes. Portrait and Arms. pp xxi-179 and vii-368. 8.00 
The Official Records of Robert Dinwiddie, Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Colony of Virginia, 1751-1758. Now first printed from the manu- 
script in the Collections of the Virginia Historical Society, with an 
introductjon and notes... Vols. I and II. 
Two volumes, pp. !xix-528 and xviii-768. Portraits, fac-simile of letters of presentation 
from W. W. Corcoran, cut of Mace of Borough of Norfolk, Va., and reproduction of the 
Map of Virginiw, Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania, engraved for Jefferson’s Notes 
on Virginia, 1787. 5.60 
Documents, Chiefly Unpublished, Relating to the Huguenot Emigration 
to Virginia and to the Settlement at Manakin Town, with an Appen- 
dix of Genealogies, presenting data of the Fontaine, Maury, Dupuy, 
Trabue, Marye, Chastaine, Cocke and other Families. 
Pages xxi-247. Contains fac-simile of plan of ‘‘King William’s Town.” 2.860 
Miscellaneous Papers, 1672-1865. Now first printed from the manuscript 
in the Collections of the Virginia Historical Society. Comprising 
Charter of the Royal African Co., 1672; Report on the Huguenot 
Settlement 1700; Papers of George Gilmer of “Pen Park,’’ 1775-78; 
Orderly Book of Capt. George Stubblefield, 1776; Career of the 
Iron-clad Virginia, 1862; Memorial of Johnson’s Island, 1862-4; Beale’s 
Cav. Brigade Parole, 1865. 
Pages viii-374. 2.60 
Abstract of the Proceedings of the Virginia Company of London, 1619- 
1624, Prepared from the Records in the Library of Congress by 


Conway Robinson, with an introduction and notes. Vols. I and II. 
Two volumes. Pages xlvii-218 and 300, The introduction contains a valuable critical 
essay on the sources of information for the student of Virginia History. §.00 











ova. 
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The History of the Virginia Federal Convention of 1788, with some ac- 
count of the Eminent Virginians of that era who were members of 
the Body, by Hugh Blair Grigsby, LL. D., with a Biographical 
Sketch of the Author and illustrative notes. Vols. I and II. 


Two volumes. Pages xxvii-372 and 411. 5.00 


Proceedings of the Virginia Historical Society at the Annual Meeting 
held December 21-22, 1891, with Historical Papers read on the oc- 
casion and others. 


Pages xix-386. Contains papers on the Virginia Committee of Correspondence and the 
Call for the First Congress; Historical Elements in Virginia Education and Literary 
Effort ; Notes on Recent Work in Southern History; Ancient Epitaphs and Descriptions 
in York and James City Counties, Washington's First Election tothe House of Burgesses ; 
Smithfield Church, built in 1632, Richmond’s First Academy; Facts from the Accomac 
County Records, Relating to Bacon’s Rebellion ; Thomas Hansford, first Martyr to Ameri- 
can Liberty ; Journal of Captain Charles Lewis in Washington’s Expedition against the 
French in 1755; Orderly Books of Major Wm. Heath, 1777, and Capt. Robert Gamble, 1779, 
and Memoir of General John Cropper. 


2.50 


The full set of these publications can be obtained for $31.00, or the separate 


publications, at the prices named. 
Discount allowed to booksellers. 


VIRGINIA MAGAZINE OF Hisrory AND BIOGRAPHY. 


The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Edited by Philip A. 
Bruce, Corresponding Secretary and Librarian of the Society, (Seal). 
Published Quarterly by the Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va. 
House of the Society, No. 707 East Franklin St. 


VoLuME I—Octavo, pp. 484-viii-xxvi-xxxii. 


Contains cut of the Society’s Building, accounts of the proceedings and transactions of 
the Society for the year 1893, and many exceedingly valuable, original historical documents 
and papers which have never before appeared in print. Among others may be mentioned, 
Discourse of the London Company on its administration of Virginia affairs, 1607-1624; 
Abstracts of Colonial Patents in the Register of the Virginia Land Office,beginning in 1624, 
with full genealogical notes and an extended Genealogy of the Claiborne Family; The 
Mutiny in Virginia in 1635; Samuel Matthew’s Letter and Sir John Harvey’s Declaration ; 
Speech of Governor Berkeley and Declaration of the Assembly with reference to the change 
of Government in England and the passage of the First Navigation Act of 1651; Petition 
of the Planters of Virginia and Maryland in opposition to the Navigation Act of 1661; 
Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676; His three proclamations, Letters of Sherwood and Ludwell, Pro- 
posals of Smith and Ludwell, and Thomas Bacon’s Petition; Letters of William Fitzhugh 
(1650-1701), a Leading Lawyer and Planter of Virginia, with a genealogical account of the 
Fitzhughs in England ; Lists of Public Officers in the various Counties in Virginia late in 
the 17th and early in the 18th centuries ; Roster of Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars 
under Colonel Washington; Officers, Seamen and Marines in the Virginia Navy of the 
Revolution ; Roll of the 4th Virginia Regiment in the Revolution; Diary of Captain John 
Davis of the Pennsylvania Line in the Yorktown Campaign; General George Rogers 
Clark,—Roll of the Illinois and Crockett’s Regiments and the Expedition to Vincennes ; 
Department of ‘‘ Historical Notes and Queries "’ containing contributions by Hon. Wm. 
Wirt Henry, and many other items of value; Department of “Book Reviews;”’ A full 


5.00 


Index. 
































VoLUME II—Octavo, pp. 482-ii-xxiv. 

Contains a full account of the proceedings and transactions of the Society for the 
year 1894, and the following list of articles copied from the original documents: Report 
of Governor and Council on the Condition of Affairs in Virginia in 1626; Abstracts of Col- 
onial Patents in the Register of the Virginia Land Office, with full genealogical notes and 
extended genealogies of the Fleet, Robins and Thoroughgood Families; Reports of Griev- 
ances by the Counties of Virginia after the suppression of Bacon’s Insurrection; A full his- 
tory of the First Legislative Assembly ever held in America (that in 1619 at Jamestown), 
written by Hon. Wm. Wirt Henry; The concluding list of Virginia Soldiers engaged in 
the French and Indian Wars; The opening lists of the Virginia Officers and Men in the 
Continental Line, compiled from official sources; A valuable account of the Indian Wars 
in Augusta County, by Mr. Joseph A. Waddell, with the lists of the killed and wounded; 
Instructions to Governor Yeardley in 1618 and 1626, and to Governor Berkeley in 1641; Let- 
ters of William Fitzhugh continued, with full genealogical notes; The Will of William 
Fitzhugh; A complete List of Public Officers in Virginia in 1702 and 1714; Valuable ac- 
count of Horse Racing in Virginia, by Mr. Wm. G Stanard; The first instalment of an 
article on Robert Beverley and his Descendants; Wills of Richard Kemp and Rev. John 
Lawrence, both bearing the date of the 17th century ; Short Biographies of all the members 
of the Virginia Historical Society who died in the course of 1894; An elaborate Genealogy 
of the Flournoy Family, throwing light on the Huguenot Emigration; Department of His- 
torical Notes and Queries, containing many valuable short historical papers and also Gene- 
alogical contributions, among which the Carr and Landon Genealogies are of special 
interest; Department of Book Reviews, containing critical articles by well known historical 
scholars. Volume II, like Volume I, has been thoroughly indexed. 5.00 


VoLuME III—Octavo, pp 460-ii-xxviii. 

Contains a full account of the proceedings of the Society for the year 1895, and the follow- 
ing list of articles copied from original documents: Letters of William Fitzhugh con- 
tinued; Instructions to Berkeley, 1662; Virginia under Governors Harvey and Gooch; 
Causes of Discontent leading to the Insurrection of 1666 under Bacon; Will of Benjamin 
Harrison the Elder; Culpeper’s Report on Virginia in 1683; Defense of Col. Edward Hill; 
A series of Colonial letters written by William Byrd, Jr., Thomas Ludwell, Robert Carter, 
Richard Lee, and Sir John Randolph; Decisions of the General Court of Virginia, 1626- 
1628, first instalment; Indictment of Governor Nicholson by the leading members of his 
Council; Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents, extending to 1635, with full genealogical 
notes; A History of Robert Beverley and his Descendants, with interesting Wills and new 
matter obtained from England ; Genealogies of the Flournoy, Cocke, Carr, Todd and Chap- 
pell Families ; Voluminous Historical Notes and Queries of extraordinary original value, 
relating to a great variety of subjects; Department of Book Reviews, containing articles 
from the pens of well known historical scholars. Volume III, like the preceding Volumes, 
has a full index. ° 5.00 


Discount allowed to booksellers. 


Complimentary Notices of the Magazine. 


The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography has established itself in the front rank of 
similar periodicals of this country. NEW YORK NATION. 


The tendency of this age is to find original documents, and not to rely on opinions of his- 
torians. The Virginia Historical Society has appreciated this, the true basis of historical knowl- 
edge, and is committing to the press, and thus forever preserving, the valuable MSS. material in its 
possession. This makes the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography invaluable to students 
of the history of our country. WM. WIRT HENRY, 

Author of the ‘‘ Life and Correspondence of Patrick Henry.” 


I regard the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography as a most valuable publication. The 
first seven numbers contained documents which compelled me to alter my lecture notes in several 
important particulars—especially as to education in Virginia and as to Bacon’s Rebellion. A schol- 
Pror. EDWARD CHANNING, 


arly and useful publication. 
Harvard University. 
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The Virginia’ Magazine of History and Biography now ranks in importance and interest with 
the issue of the Pennsylvania Historical Society. I regard these two Quarterlies as the most valu- 
able contributions to American history at the present day, and indispensable to students of Amer- 
ican history. WORTHINGTON C. FORD, 

Editor of ‘‘ Washington’s Writings.” 


The purpose which the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography sets forth in the interest 
of American history is a highly commendable one, and thus far I have found it carried out with schol- 
arly taste and discrimination. JAMES SCHOULER, 

Author of “ History of United States.” 


The impression made upon me has been that the work brought out by the Virginia Magazine 
of History and Biography is most painstaking and valuable. FRANKLIN CARTER, 
President of Williams College, Mass. 





The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography is one of the most welcome visitors received 
in my home. It is certainly one of the most instructive. The contributions furnished by its pages 


to the Colonial History of Virginia are beyond value to one who, like myself, is deeply interested iu. 


this, the most romantic era in the story of our country. MARY VIRGINIA TERHUNE, 
(MARION HARLAND.) 





I consider the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography one of the very best works of its 
character published in this country. It is most ably edited, and the facts it gives in reference to Vir- 
ginia history, which is of great interest to all of us, makes it a most valuable addition to the pri- 


vate library of every student of history. WILLIAM S. STRYKER, 
Adjutant-General of New Jersey. 





The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography is most interesting and most valuable. 
Rt. Rev. T. U. DUDLEY, D. D. 


I have found the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography a valuable and interesting journal 
The publication of original papers is very necessary for the history of the State, and there is no more 


important work to which the Magazine could be devoted. ProF. JAMES M. GARNETT, 
University of Virginia. 


The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography is of very great interest and aid to me in re- 
calling the incidents, personages, and manners of the Old Dominion in the Colonial period. As a 
repertory of original information it is invaluable to the student in his researches for the influences and 
agencies that conduced to the formation of Virginia. Gen. ROGER A. PRYOR, 

Judge Court of Common Pleas, New York City. 


It gives me the greatest pleasure to speak in most cordial terms of the excellent work done by 
the Virginia Historical Society in its Magazine. I only wish there were more Historical Societies 
in the country willing to follow and capable of following your example. 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
Author of ‘‘ Winning of the West,” etc. 


The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, edited with much ability and scholarship, is 
arich mine of original materials of great value to historians of Virginia and the United States, I 
find much in it to interest the student of Virginia English as well as the student of history. 


Pror. WILLIS H. BOCOTK, 
University of Georgia. 





The Virginia Historica! Society is doing admirable work in publishing the Virginia Magazine. 
The numbers already published contain a great deal that is of high value. The publication of such 
rich historical materials as Virginia seems to have in such plenty is just one of the things which are 
most needed. Pror. JOHN FISKE. 


I am very much pleased with the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. The material 
published is valuable. I like exceedingly the spirit shown in the pages devoted to Book Reviews. It 


is genial and fair as well as discriminating. Pror. ANSON D. MORSE, 
Amherst College (Mass.) 








I hail the quarterly coming of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography with the greatest 
pleasure, It is invaluable, and should find a place in the library of every student of American history 
and genealogy. J. GRANVILLE LEACH 

President of the American Genealogical Company (Philadelphia, Pa.) 
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The Virginia Historical Society. 





Members are requested to solicit contributions of books, maps, por- 
raits, and manuscripts of historical value or importance, particularly 
such as may throw light upon the political, social or religious life of 
the people of Virginia. 

The Society will become the custodian of such articles of this char- 
acter as the possessors may from any cause be unwilling to give, and 

-in the case of family papers or other manuscripts which it may be 

undesirable to publish, it will, upon request, keep them confidential. 

sa@rA large fire proof safe has been secured and placed in the 
Society’s building, in which all manuscripts and papers of value are 
carefully preserved by the Librarian. 

In the vicissitudes of war, and the repeated removals to which the 

-Society’s Library has been subjected, many volumes have been lost 
and the sets broken. Odd volumes from the collections of its mem- 
bers and well wishers will therefore be gratefully received. 

It is especially desirable to secure as complete a collection as possi- 
ble of early Virginia newspapers, periodicals and almanacs. 

4.ny book or pamphlet written by a native or resident of Virginia, 
published or printed in Virginia, or in any way ss to —_ 
or Virginians, will be accepted and preserved. : 

The Society requests gifts of photographs (cabinet size) of ola Sica of. 
Virginians, or photographs, drawings, Sc., of Coats of Aems Virginia fam 
thes, Albums bave been provided and an interesting collection bas areaay 
been mane, : 





